REFLECTIONS OF A BISHOP 
BY ANTHONY M. PILLA 


ae oe ee 


RT : 


Universe Bulletin Publications 
1027 Superior Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 USA 


eo Tap 


Copyright © 1994 

The Catholic Universe Bulletin 
Publishing Company, Inc. 
Library of Congress 
Cataloging-in-Publication Data. 
All rights reserved. 


(2255 


No part of this book 
may be 

reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval 
system, or 

transmitted, in any form 
or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or 
otherwise, without the 
written permission of 
the Catholic 

Universe Bulletin 
Publishing Company. 


Design by JP Design. 
Printed by PM Graphics, Inc., 
Twinsburg, Ohio. 


Universe Bulletin Publications 

is an activity of the Catholic 
Universe Bulletin Publishing 
Company, a subsidiary company 
of the Diocese of Cleveland. 

Its mission is to proclaim 

the Gospel through the medium 
of the printed word. 


This book is dedicated to my 
parents who were instruments 
for my coming to faith. And it is 

dedicated to the many staff 
persons with whom I presently 
associate, whose faith I see in 

practice everyday. 


+t 
oo 


or 


MM 
(TaNETE IN DIECTIONE EA 
Li y G 


LS ae ee ee 


A the Last Supper, the Lord 
Jesus spoke with great love to the apostles. Sharing a final 
earthly meal with them, Jesus assured them that He would 
always be one with them. “I am the vine, you are the branches,” 
He declared. He shared with them not merely bread and wine 
but rather the Eucharist, the food that is His very Body and 
Blood. And in the joy and wonderment of the Upper Room, the 
Lord Jesus said to his closest companions, “Live on in my love.” 
(John 15:9) 


Today the Lord Jesus speaks those same words to all of us. 
“Live on in my love.” It is a command which all of us must take 
to heart. Only by being one with Jesus’ love will our lives bear 
fruit. Only by sharing His love can we truly love one another. 


When Bishop Pilla was ordained to the episcopacy in 1979, 
he chose this central command of the Lord as his motto, “Live 
on in my love.” It is a theme that sums up his service to the 
Church as priest and bishop. With gentle strength, Bishop Pilla 
leads his flock to the Lord Jesus and helps them open their 
hearts to the Savior's love. By word and personal example, 
Bishop Pilla shows what it means in practical terms to abide in 
the Lord’s love in good times and in difficult times. How appro- 
priate, then, that this book containing his pastoral reflections 
bears the title, Live On In My Love. 


Throughout his ministry, Bishop Pilla has been and remains a 
teacher filled with practical wisdom. He does not use compli- 
cated jargon. Rather, he has a special gift for explaining the 
faith of the Church with serenity, simplicity and beauty. Bishop 


Pilla is a captivating storyteller. His stories, however, do not 
merely entertain the reader; rather, they lead to a deepened 
understanding of the truest and greatest story of all: the life, 
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Those who read the 
Bishop's reflections will come away with a deepened under- 
standing of the Church's faith and a readiness to open their 
hearts more widely to the Lord's love. 


The pages that follow are a compilation of Bishop Pilla’s writ- 
ings and columns from the Catholic Universe Bulletin. The 
Bishop is a captivating storyteller. You will find in these pages a 
message of encouragement to continue your own journey of 
faith. You will sense Bishop Pilla’s deep respect for the dignity 
and worth of each person. You will hear the voice of a loving 
pastor. 


I commend these reflections to your careful reading and 
reflection. They come not merely from Bishop Pilla’s pen but 
indeed from his heart. They will edify and nourish your faith as 
through the Lord’s grace you strive to“Live on in His love.” 


* JAMES CARDINAL HICKEY 
Archbishop of Washington 


I was Benjamin Franklin who 
once called experience a “dear school.” Similarly, Aldous 
Huxley said of experience that it is “not what happens to a man. 
It is what a man does with what happens to him.” 


In my more quiet and reflective moments, no one is more 
profoundly awestruck by the experiences of the past decade 
than me! The threads of wonderful experiences make up an 
abundant fabric of gratitude that lies deep within me. What 
experiences and gifts of faith the Lord has given to me! 


What humbles me most is that over more recent years I have 
been urged by some in our diocese that I consider assembling 
and publishing in book form some articles which have 
appeared in my column “Live on In My Love.” While the 
prospect seemed flattering, | must ultimately credit what I have 
written to those unpretentious faith experiences. I credit them 
to the good Lord “who has done marvelous things for me! Holy 
is His name!” 


The episodes of my life as a bishop, rightly enriched by the 
Lord, have made me a different man than the way | used to be. 
Countless good people, too many to recall, have richly and 
unpredictably enhanced my life. 


I would be sorely remiss if | didn’t acknowledge the mar- 


velous women and men all around me who have helped me in 
research and in writing. Much credit for the following pages 


vi 


belongs to them, not to me. I am so appreciative of their won- 
derful creative abilities. I’m afraid that I could scarcely name all 
of those who have helped me in the ministry of preaching and 
teaching over these years. 


However, of special note, | want to acknowledge the work 
and dedication of Father Timothy O’Connor, my secretary. He 
has devoted nearly a decade now to the tedious research and 
development of the many articles that will follow. Without his 
dutiful assistance, I would not have maintained the rigorous 
writing and publication schedule demanded of me. Father 
O’Connor has made the task so much easier! | owe him a great 
deal of thanks! 


I have compiled this book in the hope that it may bring 
encouragement and consolation to many people. It would give 
me immense pleasure if someone handed you this book in 
their joy of sharing faith with you! In faith this book was written! 
It would be my greatest joy that its inspiration is shared with 
others! 


I intend this book for anyone who is interested in growing in 
the spiritual life. | wanted to choose things which would touch 
the heart and not simply remain in the head. It was Leo Rosten 
who said of words that “They sing. They hurt. They teach. They 
sanctify.” | have come to realize over the years just how helpful 
words of faith can be to people who find themselves asking 
deep questions in their lives. 


You will find in this book four basic categories of articles: 
Essays on Christian Living, Essays on the Church, Essays on 
Mary the Mother of God, and Essays on the Seasons of the Year. 
| include some articles because they express well my faith and 
convictions. I chose others to share with you their charm and 
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humor. Still others bring back fond memories of inspiring occa- 
sions celebrated and homiletic words that I shared. 


I would also like to think that friends from other churches 
and faiths might find something from their own traditions in 
some of these pages. I hope as well that their faith journey may 
be helped by the riches of our Catholic heritage. 


By definition, any compilation is limited. I did not try to 
make this a comprehensive collection. These are a few quality 
selections taken from the years 1989-1992 that I simply hope 
that you would enjoy. 


I just hope that you derive as much pleasure from reading 
this collection as | receive in sharing it with you. May God bless 
you in your journey of faith. It is my earnest prayer that you may 
“Live on in His Love!” 


* ANTHONY M. PILLA 
Bishop of Cleveland 
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VOLUME ONE © NUMBER ONE 


What’s your role 
in God’s world? 


pe was a pastor who was 
preaching about working together one Sunday morning. He 
used a football team as an example. He said, “We have in our 
church quarterbacks and halfbacks and fullbacks — and then 
we have a few drawbacks.” 


Any of us is able to be a drawback — but none of us can 
afford to be. We are the Body of Christ in our world. It is 
important that we all work together and love one another. 
Our unity is critical. 


We must never lose sight of the important gifts that each of 


us has for the Lord’s service. There is something that each of 
us can do. 


The idea of God’s reliance upon us is never far from New 
Testament thought. When God wants something done, he has to 
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is too young. None of us is too educated. 


ne of us is too limited. Our unity is 


community, as a team, 


find someone to do it. 


If he wants a child taught, a message announced, a homily 
preached, a wanderer found, someone in sorrow comforted, a 
sick person healed, he has to find some instrument to do his 
work. This is where you and I come in. 


Do you remember Aesop's fable about the old crow who was 
out in the wilderness and was very thirsty? He came to a jug 
that had a little water in the bottom. The old crow reached his 
beak into the jug to get some of that water, but his beak 
wouldn't quite reach. 


So what did he do? He started picking up pebbles, one at a 
time, and dropping them into the jug. What happened as those 
pebbles accumulated in the bottom of the jug? The water rose 
until finally the old crow was able to get a drink. 
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My friends, that is my understanding of the way God has cho- 
sen us to work in this world. Each of us drops in his own little 
pebbles — each of us serves the Lord’s Church according to our 
own abilities. 


What we do may not always appear to be terribly important 
at the time. But those pebbles are accumulating in the bottom 
of that jug and that water is rising — and God's kingdom is com- 
ing about. 


Each of us has a role to play in God's work. None of us is too 
old, none of us is too young. None of us is too educated. None 
of us is too limited. 


Our unity is critical. We must work together as a community, 
as a team. Even though some may smile at our efforts, every 
one of us has a calling, a gift - a pebble. God will take all of 
those and build his kingdom. 


And the day will come, at last, when you, faithful people, will 
see clearly the important part that you played. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1990 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER ONE 


so I have loved you. 


Live on in my love. 


JOHN 15:9 
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“Do your best” is God’s lone 
request 


A comic strip portrays Charlie 
Brown, Linus and Lucy on their way to school. It’s show-and-tell 
day. Lucy asks Linus what he brought. Linus unfolds some 
papers. “These are copies I’ve made of the Dead Sea scrolls,” he 
says. “This is a duplicate of the scroll of Isaiah, chapters 38-40. It 
was made from 17 pieces of sheepskin and was found in a cave 
by a Bedouin shepherd. I'll try to explain to the class how these 
manuscripts have influenced modern scholarship.” 


Lucy responds, “Very interesting, Linus.” Then she turns to 
Charlie Brown, who has a frustrated expression on his face, and 
she asks, “Are you bringing something for the show and tell, 
Charlie Brown?” 


“Well,” says a dejected Charlie, “I had a little red fire engine 
here but I think I'll just forget it.” 
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we ensure that we are doing this — with 


God’s grace? 


There are some important words about Jesus in the seventh 
chapter of Mark’s Gospel. After He had taught and after He had 
healed and cast out demons, the people said about Him, “He 
has done everything well!” (Mark 7:7). What higher compliment 
could anyone give? 


Some years ago, Winston Lloyd, who later became a foreign 
policy expert, was an aide to Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. 
One day he brought Kissinger a long-awaited report. Without 
even glancing at it, Kissinger asked, “Is this the very best you 
can do?” 


Lloyd stammered for a few moments and said, “There are a 
few informational gaps.” 


“Take it back,” Kissinger said and dismissed him. 
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Two weeks later, after working day and night, Lloyd again 
entered Kissinger's office and held out the report. 


“Is this the very best you can do?” Kissinger asked, without 
looking at the document. Lloyd hesitated and admitted that 
there were some parts of the report that were incomplete. 
Kissinger told him to take it back. 


Three weeks later Lloyd asked for another meeting. For the 
third time Kissinger asked, “Is this the very best you can do?” 


Lloyd replied, “Mr. Secretary, this is my very best effort.” 


Kissinger smiled and said, “That's all I ask. I'll be happy to 
read your report.” 


That is a question you and I will hear at the end of our lives 
on earth. The Lord will ask us, “Did you do your very best?” 
That's all the Lord asks. How do we ensure that we are doing 
this — with God's grace? 


First of all, the summons to follow Jesus Christ is a call to set 
lofty goals. A story from the publishing world illustrates this 
point. We are all familiar with the New York Times. It is not just a 
newspaper. It is the standard for written English in the United 
States. Of all papers, the Times cannot afford to make mistakes. 
Its reputation is staked on being precise. 


The person in charge of reaching this goal is the executive 
editor. The story goes that during the great New York power 
blackout of the 1960s, only one paper managed to appear, the 
Times. It did it by shifting printing operations across the river to 
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Newark where the power plants were functioning. 


The 7imes editors ordered a million copies, but they got less 
than half that number. Just as the paper was going to press, 
three of the editors and the executive editor started arguing 
about how to hyphenate one word. This took 48 minutes! 


For the editor, the loss of profits was not the issue. The 7imes, 
he argued, sets the standard for American English and cannot 
afford to make a mistake. His goal was to reach grammatical 
precision and he didn’t waver from it. 


That is a lofty standard, isn’t it? Can we not, as followers of 
Jesus Christ, establish a lofty standard for our lives? Is it not pos- 
sible for a generation which prizes excellence in business to 
think in terms of excellence in living? The summons to follow 
Jesus Christ is a call to set lofty goals — and live by them. 


In the second place, it is also a call to commit all that we are 
and all that we have to Him. We need to be reminded of the 
words of James Francis Burns, Secretary of State under Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, who once said, “I have discovered at an early age 
that most of the difference between average people and great 
people can be explained in three words: and then some.” 


“The top people did what was expected of them and then 
some. They were considerate and thoughtful of others and then 
some. They met their obligations and responsibilities fairly and 
squarely and then some. They were good friends to their friends 
and then some. They could be counted on in an emergency 
and then some.” 
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Following Christ calls us to set lofty goals and to go that extra 
mile to see that those goals are made tangible. We do what is 
expected — and then some. 


Whom do we choose to follow? Jesus achieved excellence in 
every area of life. He lived well, He taught well, He died well. 
Beyond that, He rose triumphantly and lives forever. 


He is our model. He is the one who calls us to set lofty 
goals, to seek after excellence in every area of our lives, and 
who is with us as we seek to go beyond the token commit- 


ment of the crowd. 


With the Lord’s grace, we will be able to answer affirmatively 
that all-important question, “Did you do your very best?” 


FEBRUARY 143. 1992 
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You will live in my love 
if you keep my commandments, 
even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments , 
and live in his love. 


JOHN 15:10 
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Make your prayers count 


Ne cans remarked recently that 
a certain vacation spot was “out of this world.” I thought that 
was an interesting expression. We say it so often. By it, we mean 
that something is extraordinary, almost too good to be found on 
earth. Perhaps this is another indication that, even in everyday 
living, our sights are set on the world to come. 


The first weekend of September brings us down to earth. 
Vacations are over, we're back to work, back to school, back to 
our daily duties — and toiling for our daily bread. 


In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us that it is essential that 
we raise our minds and hearts to Our Father in heaven even as 
we pray “give us this day our daily bread.” With this line, we 
know that Jesus means for prayer to be a daily exercise. An 
occasional nod in God's direction will not suffice. We must pray 
every day. And among the things that are proper for us to pray 
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So many of us don’t worry about our 
daily bread. We worry about putting on 
weight. A lot of us don’t worry about 


life’s essentials. We worry about what to 


f 
do with all that we have accumulated. 


about are our physical needs. 


There are many hungry people in our world and we must 
always be attentive to their needs. However, for a lot of us, that 
part of our prayers will be primarily that of thanksgiving. We 
have so much. 


I enjoyed reading about a church which sponsored a rum- 
mage sale. Everybody gathered up their accumulated items 
and sent them down to the parish hall. One couple, Mildred 
and Joe, had some old lawn furniture that had been stored in 
their garage. Mildred thought the rummage sale would be a 
marvelous opportunity to get rid of it. So she sent it all off to 
the sale. 


When the time came for the rummage sale, Mildred was not 
feeling well and couldn't go. Joe went instead. He saw this 
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same lawn furniture, liked it and bought it to surprise his wife. 
He thought he had found a terrific bargain. Poor Mildred had to 
wait another year to get rid of the stuff. 


So many of us don’t worry about our daily bread. We worry 
about putting on weight. A lot of us don’t worry about life’s 
essentials. We worry about what to do with all that we have 
accumulated. Rather than praying for our daily bread, which is 
a legitimate prayer for most of the world’s people, our prayers 
will often be prayers of thanksgiving. We want the Lord to know 
that we don’t take anything for granted. We want to thank him 
every day for the blessings we have received. 


Labor Day weekend takes us squarely back into everyday life. 
The Lord’s Prayer reminds us to pray daily for what we need 
and for what others need. It also encourages us to be grateful 
for all that we receive from God so generously in this world as 
well as for the promise of the world to come. 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1989 
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All this Tell you 


and your joy may be complete. 


JOHN 15:11 
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We must recapture 
the Ten Commandments 


ee is a growing conscious- 
ness that our society is going out of control morally. This is not 
simply the value judgment of a bishop. It is being noticed by 
people from many backgrounds who are casting a concerned 
eye at our world. 


Ted Koppel of ABC’s “Nightline” offered something of a pierc- 
ing sermon on morals at Duke University not too long ago. In 
his address he said, “We have actually convinced ourselves that 
slogans will save us. ‘Shoot up, if you must, but use a clean nee- 
dle.’‘Enjoy sex whenever and with whomever you wish, but take 
precautions.” 


Then Koppel gave this sharp rebuke, “The answer is no. Not 
because it isn’t cool or smart or you might end up in jail or 
even dead — but because it is wrong. We have spent 5,000 years 
as a race of rational human beings searching for truth and 
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“We have spent 5,000 years as a race of 
rational human beings searching for 
truth and moral absolutes. In its purest 
form, truth is not a polite tap on the 
shoulder. It is a howling reproach. What 


Moses brought down from Mt. Sinai were 


of 


not ‘the ten suggestions.’’ 


moral absolutes. In its purest form, truth is not a polite tap on 
the shoulder. It is a howling reproach. What Moses brought 
down from Mt. Sinai were not ‘the ten suggestions.” 


Out of the covenant relationship God established with 
Israel, a man named Moses was given a set of Ten Command- 
ments. They tell us that there is a big difference between right 
and wrong. 


We must recapture the Ten Commandments as more than 
mere suggestions. There is an immortal creator who has spoken 
through the law and the prophets and most clearly through his 
son, Jesus Christ, to show us what is good and right and lasting. 
The ground of morality and ethics is in the realization that ‘T, 
the Lord, am your God... you shall not have other gods besides 
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me” (Exodus 20: 2-3). 


Having declared, however, the importance of the Ten 
Commandments, something still needs to be added: strictly 
abiding by the Ten Commandments alone will not save us. 
There is no redemptive power in simply living up to their 
demands. They tell us, for the most part, what we should not 
do. In themselves they do not give us that ingredient that Jesus 
gave us to make life count — the ingredient of self-giving love. 


There is a story about a lady who had that kind of love. Ina 
small parish, the pastor always asked the congregation during 
the General Intercessions if there was anyone else for whom 
they should pray. Every time, one man spoke up and always 
said the same thing. Sometimes people even giggled quietly 
during his petition. He would say, “Don’t forget Mrs. Nielsen.” 
And this went on for years. 


The man was an individual whose speech was broken, who 
had difficulty walking and whose health was generally poor. 
When Mrs. Nielsen died, the story finally broke. 


It seems that when he was a little boy, the other children used 
to make fun of him and rough him up. On many occasions the 
little fellow became so upset and frightened that he would 
hurry to the neighborhood grocery story where Mrs. Nielsen 
worked. He would run back to where she was, meanwhile shak- 
ing with anxiety. And that understanding woman would put her 
arms around him and sit him down and would talk with him 
until he calmed down. 


And now, late in life, when she was bedridden and shut-in 
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and could no longer come to church, he still remembered her 
kindness. “Don’t forget Mrs. Nielsen,” he would say. She was a 
person in touch with the hurt of others. 


I wish every frightened boy and girl in this world could have 
a Mrs. Nielsen in their lives. This means that we have to go 
beyond being law-abiding, respectable observers of the Ten 
Commandments. We are grateful for them. Our society needs 
to acknowledge their validity and the God from whom they 
came. But we need more than that. We need the mind and 
heart of Jesus who kept all the commandments but taught us, 
by laying down his life for us, that the greatest commandment 
of all is to love. 


MARCH 15, 1991 
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All of the world’s emptiness 


can be filled by the bread 
of Christ 


Preity Paul Newman was quoted 
not too long ago as saying, “I’m just not happy. I don’t have 
inner serenity. And I don’t have the guts to do anything else.” 


Paul Newman seems to have it all — fame, fortune and good 
looks. But he feels that something is missing. 


That seems to be a universal feeling in our society. “Is this 
all there is? Somehow I expected more. Something seems to 
be missing.” 


A New Yorker cartoon recently poked fun at our willingness 
to believe in anything as an easy solution to life's tough prob- 
lems. The cartoon sketches an ad for a book entitled Everything 
in a Nutshell. The following phrases are written on the cartoon’s 
book ad: “It will help you be a better you,” “You will lose 30 
pounds in 30 days,” “You will buy real estate with no dollars 
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seems to be missing.” 


down,” “You need never buy another book again for the rest of 
your life.” (It would be nice to find a book like that!) 


Something’s missing and in its place people substitute all 
sorts of things: affluence, fame, sex — and power. (Someone 
said recently, “The world is dominated by power, and youd bet- 
ter not be weak, if you can help it.”) 


For many people, power is ultimately the answer. Many of us 
got a chuckle sometime back from the story about the little boy 
who was told to come directly home from school, but arrived 
late almost every day. His mother asked him, “You get out of 
school at the same time every day. Why can’t you get home at 
the same time?” He said, “It depends on the cars.” 


“What do the cars have to do with it?” asked his mother. The 
youngster explained, “The patrol boy who takes us across the 
street makes us wait until some cars come along so he can stop 
them. That's power!” 


ESSAYS ON CHRISTIAN LIVING 


Is that all there is? Something's missing. It is a sense of mean- 
ing, a sense of purpose, a sense of something lasting. 


It was to meet this need — to fill this emptiness — that Jesus 
Christ came into our world. “I am the bread of life,” Jesus says. 
We can search all over the earth to find that one thing that is 
missing in our lives, but unless we feed on him, we will never 
be satisfied. 


All that we do to build up the Body of Christ in our diocese 
must be energized by Jesus himself. Our purpose is not self-pro- 
motion. Our reason for being is to promote the cause of Christ. 


| want to thank all of you for all you have done for the church 
of Cleveland. I also want to encourage you to use your talents 
for the unity and vitality of the church. As St. Paul says to the 
Corinthians, “you are the Body of Christ. Every one of you is a 
member of it.” 


Many of you are familiar with M. Scott Peck’s very influential 
book, The Road Less Traveled. Peck is a psychiatrist and a signif- 
icant contemporary thinker. In his follow-up book, People of the 
Lie, he makes this remarkable statement, “I referred earlier to 
Jesus as my Lord. After many years of vague identification with 
Buddhist and Islamic mysticism, I ultimately made a firm 
Christian commitment by my baptism on March 9, 1980 at the 
age of 43 — long after | had begun working on this book. My 
commitment to Christianity is the most important thing in my 
life and is, I hope, pervasive and total.” 


People search for that “one thing” — but often in the wrong 
places. We look for what will really satisfy our hunger. Bread 
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from heaven — that is our greatest need. Jesus Christ is that 
bread. He alone can satisfy. And he alone can make us one. 


OCTOBER 13, 1989 


This is my commandment: 
love one another 
as I have loved you. 


JOHN 15:12 
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How to act in the presence of 


the Lord 


le was a story in the news not 
too long ago about a woman in our nation’s capitol who wel- 
comed Queen Elizabeth II into her home in a warm and beauti- 
ful way. She gave her a hug. This simple act made headlines 
around the world because British protocol forbids commoners 
from touching a monarch. 


The queen, accompanied by First Lady Barbara Bush, visited 
67-year-old retiree Alice Frazier’s home in an area formerly 
plagued by drugs and crime but now rehabilitated. Alice 
Frazier shocked British sensibilities with her effusive hospitality 
by simply showing her happiness at being visited by royalty. No 
one had explained to her that you don’t hug a queen. 


How you act in the presence of a queen is one thing. How 
you act in the presence of God is quite another. Suppose God 
appeared to you right now. How would you react? 
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Suppose God « ene to you an now. 


How would you react? 


Some people that we know probably wouldn't know how to 
behave in the presence of God for one simple reason: they 
haven't had that much experience with God. That is why you 
and | have the mission of bringing the Gospel to all who do not 
know the Lord in a personal way. 


But there is another reason why some people do not know 
how to act in the Lord's presence. It has to do with the picture 
that Jesus gave us of His Father. 


Jesus taught us to love His Father — our Father — whom he 
addressed as “Abba” or, as we might say, “Daddy.” How can we 
possibly maintain a cool, stained-glass window demeanor often 
associated with being religious when Jesus encourages us to 
address God in such a familiar way? 


A young boy burst into the great throne chambers of a 
medieval king. The boy was skipping and singing as children 
do. He was completely oblivious to the regal sobriety of his sur- 
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roundings. Suddenly he was intercepted by an armored soldier. 
“Have you no respect, lad?” hissed the soldier. “Don’t you know 
that the man on the throne is your king?" 


The boy wiggled out of the soldier's grasp. Skipping away, he 
laughed and said, “He is your king but he is my father!” And the 
boy bounced up to the throne and into the king's lap. 


Some people could never approach God with such freedom. 
They feel that religion must be painful if it is to be authentic. 


Some people think that Jesus was a bit too free in the kind of 
people with whom he associated. Imagine if he were to fill our 
churches this weekend. Can't you see what we might be in for? 


There in the next aisle sits a man named Bartimaeus. He’s a 
nice enough fellow, but people around him wish he wouldn't 
get so carried away with the hymns — especially that part in 
“Amazing Grace” that goes “I once was blind, but now | see.” 
Really, that kind of emotional expression is a little out of place. 


Next to Bartimaeus sits a woman. Her clothes are a little too 
gaudy. She could use some lessons in good taste. Of course, no 
one means to gossip, but it’s been said that she was caught in 
the very act of adultery. Jesus had to protect her from a mob. 
Really, she should know better than to show up here in 
respectable company. 


And so the stories go. Some people don’t know how to act in 
the presence of God. Jesus may be partly responsible for this by 
the company that He kept. 
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But maybe none of us knows how to act in God’s presence. 
Maybe our reactions are much like those of Isaiah and Simon 
Peter. Isaiah said, “Woe is me, for | am a man of unclean lips.” 
Peter said, “Depart from me, Lord, for 1 am a sinful man.” Such 
consciousness of our dependency on God is necessary for any 
real change to take place in our lives. 


Lillian Roth was a superb entertainer who drowned her 
career in alcohol. Her struggle with addiction was told in a 
movie starring Susan Hayward entitled “Ill Cry Tomorrow.” 
Lillian Roth admitted that she was absolutely powerless in try- 
ing to overcome her problem with drinking until she was finally 
able to utter three little words, “I need help!” 


In the presence of the Divine, we realize that we are sinners 
and need help. We also discover something else: we have a mis- 
sion. That mission is to reach out in love not only to those who 
are “our kind of people” — but also to take Christ’s love to folks 
who may not even know how to behave in church. 


How do you act in the presence of a queen? Protocol says 
you do not hug her. God is here. How do you act in the pres- 
ence of God? First, don’t be afraid; second, acknowledge your 
need. And finally heed His call. 


JUNE 5, 1992 
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Doubting Thomas and the 
‘warming’ of faith 


ae the Gospel account 
which puts us in company with that questioning apostle 
named Thomas —“Doubting Thomas,” as he has been dubbed 
by history? Why was he so skeptical? Let’s explore a possible 
reason or two. 


Thomas was missing from the assembly and so doubt came 
rather easily to him. This happens. 


People start missing church. Only a Sunday or two, at first — 
and then worship becomes the exception and not the rule. Like 
the proverbial ember removed from the fire, they cool, lose 
their ardor, and are very difficult to rekindle. 


That had not yet happened to Thomas. He was not lost. He 
was simply missing when a significant occasion happened in 
the life of the Christian community. 
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A good guess would be that Thomas’ heavy heart was respon- 
sible for his absence. Some people in time of grief want to be 
alone. Maybe Thomas sought out his own family after Jesus’ 
crucifixion. Maybe he felt he would find more comfort here 
than with the other ten apostles who were left. 


Still, Thomas was missing when Jesus made his first dramatic 
resurrection appearance to the disciples. And so he was still in 
doubt and despair. It is a good warning to us. 


I have known people to miss a very special event in the life of 
the Church and they are never able to understand the signifi- 
cance that event has for other people. I appreciate so much that 
you take seriously your commitment to support the Church 
with your faithful attendance and full participation — not only 
for those events that are appealing to you but every time the 
doors are open. 


People who attend infrequently miss so much. Thomas was 
fortunate. He got a second chance. Some things happen only 
once, however, in the life of the Church. If we miss them, we 
miss something very real and very important. 


There may be times in our lives when we will go through 
seasons of “wonderment.” Anyone whose Christian faith is 
worth anything has or will. It is not a sin to search for under- 
standing. It is within the will of God that we should struggle 
with our faith. That is how we mature. And the Lord is there 
for us all the time. 


If we seek the Lord, we will find him. Thomas did. Eight days 
later he was in the room with the other disciples. The doors 
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were shut and yet Jesus appeared to them. “Peace be with you,” 
He said. Then He turned to Thomas and said, “Take your finger 
and examine my hands. Put your hand into my side. Do not 
persist in your unbelief, but believe!” And Thomas answered 
him,“My Lord and my God!” (John 20: 19-31). 


May God bless you for your faithfulness to the celebration of 
the Eucharist. Let us also ask the prayers of St. Thomas for our 
absent brothers and sisters that they may soon return and find a 
warm “welcome home” in the community of the Church. 


APRIL 26,1991 
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Measure your life 
by this ruler 


Ds you know the story of the two 
hunters who flew deep into remote Canada in search of elk? 


When they started back home, their pilot — seeing that they 
had bagged six elk — told them that the plane could carry only 
four. The hunters protested, “The plane that carried us out last 
year was exactly like this one, and we had six elk then.” 


Hearing this, the pilot reluctantly agreed to try. They loaded 
up and took off. Unfortunately, the plane did not have suffi- 
cient power to climb out of the valley with all that weight, so 
they crashed. 


As they stumbled from the wreckage, one hunter asked the 
other if he knew where they were. “Well, I’m not sure,” replied 
the second hunter, “but I think we are about two miles from 
where we crashed last year.” 
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Some people never seem to learn from 
their mistakes. Yet we have the power to 


sit down, think things out and come to 


some logical conclusions. 


Some people never seem to learn from their mistakes. Yet we 
have the power to sit down, think things out and come to some 
logical conclusions. 


Some people think of Christianity as being primarily an 
emotional experience. Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Christ wants us to think things through. He expects us to 
count the cost. 


The amazing thing is how many people do not want to think 
about the things that matter most. 


Think how many tragedies would be avoided if people sim- 
ply sat down a few moments and thought through the conse- 
quences of their actions. Think how many homes would still be 
intact, how many prisons would be empty, how many lives 
would be spared if folks would just think! 


One famous preacher said that if he could get people to 
think only 10 minutes about the condition of their souls, he 
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could convert them. The temptation that afflicts so many of us 
is refusing to think about the things that really matter most. 
The most important thought we can have concerns our rela- 
tionship with God. 


A professional athlete remarked that he does 1,000 sit-ups 
every day. We hear about business people who work 60, 70, 
even 80 hours a week in search of “success.” 


Why, then, should we be surprised that Christ would ask for at _ 
least as much? 


He asks for even more. He asks for it all. That doesn’t mean 
that we live at the church. It is a call to make our entire life -— 
our work, our play, our family relationships, everything — pleas- 
ing in God's sight. 


Many years ago a couple noticed that their young son had 
musical talent. He could play the violin. So they began to 
search for the best teacher they could find for him. An old 
Swiss maestro used to teach, but had retired. When he heard 
the boy play, he decided to accept him as a student. 


The boy was just eight years old. For 10 years his teacher 
worked with him every day. Then the time came for his debut at 
Carnegie Hall. 


The press and the critics all came. The lights dimmed and the 
young man came out on stage. From the very first note he held 
the crowd mesmerized until the end. When he finished, the 
people stood and filled the hall with cheers and applause. Yet 
the young man ran off the stage with tears in his eyes. 
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The stage manager yelled, “Get back out there. They love you. 
They are all cheering and clapping.” 


The manager took a look at the audience and said, “O. K., 
one old man is not applauding. You can’t worry about what one 
old man thinks when the world loves you.” 


} 
The performer replied, “There is one who is not.” | 
| 


The young man replied, “But you don’t understand. That's 
my teacher.” 


The world may think of us as a success, but if sometime in 
our life we have not thought out that one thing in our life that 
matters most — whether our life is pleasing to God — then our 
life is a hasty transaction and a painful loss. 


MARCH 16, 1990 
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Chastity transcends self- 
repression issue 


4 ym is a campaign going on 
against chastity. 


The young are told that it is bad to repress themselves; that 
self-expression is always good. This is really a trick in words 
because there is never any expression without a repression of 
some kind. 


To repress an idea to rob a bank is to express the virtue of 
honesty. To repress a desire to eat too much is to express moder- 
ation and good sense. 


Other times it is said, “Everybody's doing it,” and that “It 
doesn’t make any difference anymore.” But morality is not 
made by numbers. 


One of the great dangers of premarital sex is that it causes 
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Very often such people are worn out 
before they are 40, and have never 
touched the deeper aspects of happiness. 
Overstimulated and wrongly stimulated, 
they may find it difficult later to 
respond to normal marriage expectations 
and the chances of compatibility are less 


than ideal. 
Se 


conflicts in the young man and young woman. It becomes diffi- 
cult to distinguish between the early experience that gave plea- 
sure and the later experience of mature, personal and intellec- 
tual satisfaction. It also destroys certain inhibitions in the 
young, and this prepares them for the possibility of infidelity 
later on in life. 


And as regards frustration, here is the statement of one person 
who had gone through the extramarital experience and wrote: 


“Much is talked of the evil of frustration in the case of deny- 
ing oneself the physical expression of love. In my opinion, that 
vague and generally periodic torment is nothing compared to 
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the frustration suffered by someone who seeks happiness and 
love outside of his marriage. It is a trapped, blind-alley feeling 
that only one who has experienced it can appreciate. The con- 
flict set up as a result of it is keen and distracting and almost 
from the outset casts its dark shadow over an experience which 
one had expected to be all light and freedom.” 


Very often such people are worn out before they are 40, and 
have never touched the deeper aspects of happiness. 
Overstimulated and wrongly stimulated, they may find it diffi- 
cult later to respond to normal marriage expectations and the 
chances of compatibility are less than ideal. 


Any separation of the sexual experience from the spiritual 
experience is bound to create a disturbance. As one doctor put 
it, “Promiscuity makes people lose the greatest experience in 
life — love.” 


Men and women living chastely are likely to be well-bal- 
anced psychologically and physiologically. But there are innu- 
merable cases of men and women living anything but chastely 
who are tortured by sexual obsessions and psychic conflicts. 
Continence is in no way damaging to the human being. 


A very strong case could also be made for the observation 
that those who contain themselves allow their energy to spend 
itself in other directions. It often expresses itself in real creativi- 
ty and in deep compassion for others. 


Purity is not something negative, just as pure water is not sim- 
ply the absence of dirt. The pure diamond is not merely the 
absence of carbon. Purity is reverence for a mystery, and the 
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mystery is that of creativeness. 


God has given to man and woman a sacred power of pro- 
longing creation, of conceiving new life. One, therefore, must 
always be reverent about the use of this power until God 
determines when it shall be put to work. God is the master of 
all circumstances of life and will put into a person's way, in 
what would seem the most ordinary way, what is actually His 
divine plan. 


An essayist makes this startling statement, “What a sad age 
this is in which one receives first Communion to be through 
with religion, receives a college degree to be through with 
study, and marries to be through with love.” 


The case for chastity is supported by the compelling testimo- 
ny of the loving, giving, fulfilled people who live it. 


JUL -357 1992 
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All of us must 
make a difference 


ln 1888, when Kodak came out 
with the first simple camera, it coined the slogan, “You press the 
button. We do the rest.” 


Since that day, we have seen invention after invention per- 
form time-consuming tasks for us at the push of a button. We 
have even come to expect the difficult to be reduced for us to 
the simple and the effortless. Perhaps we are justly called “The 
Push-button Society.” 


This attitude can breed an occasional unwillingness to strug- 
gle with some important things in life that will always involve 
hard work. For instance, how can you build a solid marriage or 
raise well-balanced children with just the push of a button? 


Thoughtful people give serious consideration to questions 
like these. They are matters of great concern. But I must also 
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We face some staggering problems in our 
world. But we also must remember that 


there are people who care. 


assure you that there are plenty of happy marriages in this land, 
plenty of honest and dependable business people, plenty of 
courageous civic leaders. 


They may not often draw a lot of media attention. But I want 
to believe that good people, honest people, dedicated people 
are the rule — and not the exception. 


We face some staggering problems in our world. But we also 
must remember that there are people who care. 


One day when Elijah the prophet was discouraged, he cried 
out that he was the only one left in Israel who cared anymore. 
God told Elijah that he was mistaken. Then He showed the 
prophet 7,000 people who had not worshipped false gods. They 
were good people, concerned people, dedicated people. All 
they needed was someone to step out from the crowd and offer 
them some leadership. 


It is important that we recall that in our own community, in 
our nation and in the world at large there are many people who 
care about the same things that we do. Perhaps, though, they 
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are waiting for someone to provide some leadership. 


Many of us have felt as Elijah did out in the wilderness. 
“Things are going from bad to worse and | am the only one left 
who cares!” How quickly we can slide from the mountain of tri- 
umph to the valley of discouragement. 


Elijah did. He had been victorious over the prophets of Baal 
on Mount Carmel. Now Queen Jezebel wanted his life. He fled 
and was hiding in a cave. So God came to him in that cave and 
asked him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:9). 
“Why are you hiding in this cave? Why aren’t you out there mak- 
ing a difference?” 


You see, we must make a difference, too. We must care about 
our world because God cares. As we read in John’s Gospel 
account, “God so loved the world that He gave his only son, that 
whoever believes in him may not die but may have eternal life.” 
(John 3:16). We are the Body of Christ in our world today. 


“What are you doing here, Elijah? Why aren’t you out there 
making a difference?” There are people who are waiting for 
us to lead the way towards the kind of world God intends for 
this to be — according to the light which is eternal and not 
push-button. 


My good people, we can, we must—all of us—make a 
difference. 


AUGUST 4, 1989 
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JOHN 15:14 
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Saints and sinners: 
We are God’s chosen 


Many times, when I start dis- 
cussing the possibility of sainthood for every one of us, people 
start shaking their heads. They think of the saints as statues — 
beautifully romanticized men and women who always seem to 
have “a faraway look” in their eyes. 


People get caught up in the halos and the visions. Then they 
look in their own closets and they don’t see any jeweled crowns 
or flowing tunics there. They look into their daily lives and they 
don't see any burning stakes or persecutors. 


Somehow, even for you, life at your home address may just 
not seem like the proper stage for a bona fide saint! 


But the truth is that God is looking for sinners and weaklings 
and everyday people just like you and me. Throughout history, 
saints have come from all economic classes and all walks of 
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life. Often, they have been faced with struggles for sanctity that 
lasted their entire lifetimes. 


We all have weaknesses, and our knowledge of those weak- 
nesses is vital if we are ever to achieve holiness. Knowing that 
we're not perfect helps us to love others who aren’t perfect. It 
gives an important sense of humility and the power not to judge. - 


Christianity elevates our human nature by combining it with 
the supernatural. This life of grace enables us to respond loving- 
ly to the trials and irritations of everyday living. 


Jesus put it this way, “A good tree does not produce decayed 
fruit any more than a decayed tree produces good fruit. Each 
tree is known by its yield” (Luke 6: 43-44). 


Now what is Jesus talking about when He says that we are 
to “produce good fruit”? What is this “yield” by which we are to 
be known? 


He is saying that we will bear signs of God's love if only we 
put our trust in Him. A heroic acceptance of suffering? Yes. 
Patience with an irritating person? Yes. Kindness to those that 
hurt us? Yes, that too. This is why it is so important for us to seek 
and embrace God's will for us. 


If you are bearing good fruit, your neighbors will be able to 
read the Gospel in your life, even if they’ve never read Scripture 
or think little of religion or of God. They will know that there is 
something about you that is different, even if they do not know 
that “something” is God. 
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Nothing gives us more courage than to see an imperfect, 
bungling person striving to live a holy life. And it is these 


same bungling individuals — like you and me — that God calls 
to be saints. 


MAY 10, 1991 
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for a slave does not know what his 
master is about. 
Instead, I call you friends, 
since I have made known to you all 
that I heard from my Father. 


JOHN 15:15 
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Carrying the cross is a 
vocation for the ill 


nn many of you have been ask- 
ing about Archbishop Lyke in Atlanta. | have been telephon- 
ing him regularly and letting him know of your prayers and 
concern for him. 


He continues to battle the cancer that has settled in his 
lung. He has indicated to me that by the end of July, it should 
be possible to assess the effectiveness of the Interferon thera- 
py he is receiving. 


The Archbishop thanks you for your prayers and your love. | 
told him that I would convey this to you because he is most often 
too worn-out by his illness to do a lot of the things that he would 
like to do. Let us keep him and his well-being in our prayers. 


I thought that I might focus attention in this column on all 
who bear the burden of serious illness. I want to assure you that 
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You who are sick, or not as strong as you 
once were, are much nearer the truth. 
You help us to put our rush and bustle 
into perspective. When, as will surely 
happen for many of us who are healthy 


today, illness strikes, your example of 


courage and hope can be a source of 


strength for us. 


your suffering can be turned into real power. 


The people who passed by on the road outside Jerusalem on 
Good Friday saw a man without any “stately bearing to make us 
look at him, nor appearance that would attract us to him” 
(Isaiah 53:2). That was all that some of them saw. 


We believe that those people missed the real truth. Jesus was 
not being overcome by suffering and death. He was conquer 
ing sin and death. 


Through His pain we see love, greater love than any other. He 
was laying down His life for His friends. “It was our infirmities 


50 


ESSAYS ON CHRISTIAN LIVING 


that He bore, our sufferings that He endured” (Isaiah 53: 4). 
That love is stronger than pain and stronger than any evil. 


You who are sick are called to share in that love that con- 
quers everything. Sometimes you may feel frustrated that you 
are not able to do the things you would like to do. Sometimes 
you may even feel useless. In fact, you can and do witness to 
the truth with great eloquence. 


Those of us who are healthy spend a great deal of time run- 
ning around, anxious about many things, worried about all 
sorts of things that may never happen at all, acting as though 
we were utterly indispensable. 


You who are sick, or not as strong as you once were, are 
much nearer the truth. You help us to put our rush and bustle 
into perspective. When, as will surely happen for many of us 
who are healthy today, illness strikes, your example of courage 
and hope can be a source of strength for us. 


If you offer your life in union with the redemptive sufferings 
of Jesus Christ, what the Lord wishes will be done through you. 
That, after all, is the true purpose of our lives: that is what the 
Lord wishes should be done. 


There is a difference between sickness and_ suffering. 
Sickness is a condition. Suffering is a vocation; it is redemptive; 
it is a direct sharing in the sufferings of Jesus. Only chosen souls 
are called to the ministry and apostolate of suffering. 


If my eyes cannot see, then my hands and ears have to do my 
seeing for me. It is the same with the Body of Christ, the Church. 
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In a pleasure-seeking society, where many people avoid pain 
at all cost, where drugs of all kinds are used to deaden the reali- 
ties of life, then someone in the Body must carry the cross. 


I believe that there are many such chosen souls around — in 
hospitals, nursing facilities or suffering in their homes — who 
are carrying the cross for the rest of us. The vocation of suffer- 
ing is accompanied by the grace and strength to carry the 
cross, and the sufferer is redeemed and purified in the process. 


In you who are ill, we see the suffering Christ who is our 
hope. You help us to understand that the important thing in life 
is not how much we earn or how energetic we are or how 
much our achievements are appreciated. What really counts is 
whether we have in our lives the love of Christ which is stronger 
than all the evil in the world. 


When you suffer with Christ, you are proclaiming the Good 
News — the Good News about the power of His love and about 


the power of your love united to His. 


JULY 17, 1992 


Archbishop Lyke died December 27, 1992. May he rest in peace. 
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In the age of lite, can you 
bear Jesus’ gentle yoke? 


Were living in “the age of the 
lite.” That's spelled “li-t-e.” A market analyst estimates that there 
are now about 300-plus products on grocery shelves preceded 
by “lite” — everything from beer to pancake syrup. 


The term “lite” pertains to calories, of course, and the impli- 
cation is that you can now have your cake and eat it, too — and 
not gain an ounce. It’s the “easy” way to weight control. 


This en-lite-ened way of life has spilled over into other 
areas. There is a company that markets a program “to build a 
powerful vocabulary without studying.” You can also learn a 
foreign language while asleep by placing a tape recorder 
under your pillow. 


On the literary front, a New York firm is selling a cassette enti- 
tled “Ten Classics in Ten Minutes.” Moby Dick in one minute is 
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Our burden is “lite” — if we think we 
can have our cake and eat it, too. Jesus 
would lead us to a burden that is “light” 


— when we take on the yoke of his 


gentleness and meekness. 


the high school student's dream, isn’t it? Why wade through 700 
pages of Melville’s prose when you can get the gist of the story 
“the easy way?” 


Eat without gaining weight; learn without studying; master the 
masterpieces without effort... who says you can’t have it all — 
the easy way? 


But who are we kidding? Do the shortcuts really work? Can 
we eat and drink without limit? Can we learn without effort? 
Of course not. These shortcuts take us places that aren't 
worth the trip. 


Jesus gives us some help with this problem. He recognized 
that the seemingly light and easy way is, in actuality, the burden- 
some and hard way. And vice-versa: the seemingly difficult way 
is actually the easy way. He summed it up in these now familiar 
words, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Mt. 11:30). 
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These words were given to a people who knew the hard life. 
From the ancient days of bondage in Egypt, the Chosen People 
had it rough. But Jesus knew that the so-called “easy street” was 
really burdensome and difficult. Pride is a greater load than 
humility. A grudge is heavier to bear than forgiveness. “Take my 
yoke,” Jesus offered, for humility and forgiveness are far easier 
and lighter. 


Our burden is “l-i-t-e” — if we think we can live in an “artificial- 
ly sweetened” world without any commitments or conse- 
quences. Jesus would lead us to a burden that is both responsi- 
ble and “l-i-g-h-t” - when we take on the yoke of his gentleness 
and meekness. 


A little girl listened to this Gospel text, “My yoke is easy...” 
in religion class. The teacher asked, “Who can tell me what a 


yoke is?” 


The youngster replied, “Something they put on the necks 
of animals.” 


“And do you know what God’s yoke means?” the teacher 
inquired. 


The little girl thought for a moment and then said, “That's 
when Jesus puts His arms around our neck!” 


AUGUST 3.1990 
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it was I who chose ‘you 


to go forth and bear fruit. 
Your fruit must endure, 
so that all you ask the Father 
in my name 
he will give you. 


JOHN 15:16 
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Seeking victories without 
conquest 


bs the second act of Oscar Wilde's 
comedy The Importance of Being Earnest, young Cecily Cardew 
asks her tutor, Miss Prism, whether the novel she had written 
had a happy ending. 


Miss Prism answers, “The good ended happily, and the bad 
unhappily. That is what ‘fiction’ means.” 


Although there have been many changes in literature since 
the time of the Victorian novel, examples of Miss Prism’s idea of 
fiction still abound. Not only books but, even more powerfully, 
television and movies provide us with many instances of a 
world facilely divided between good and bad people, and in 
which “the good” invariable triumph — often by destroying the 
opposition with a significant degree of overkill. (Think, for 
example, of Bond or Indiana Jones.) 


57 


VOLUME ONE * NUMBER FOURTEEN 


+ e 


They think of nations or political 
parties in terms of “good guys” and “bad 
guys” — the “good guys” naturally being 

“our” side. They imagine that human 


problems can be solved by the 


oe 


annihilation of evildoers. 


The positive or negative psychological and cultural values of 
such fantasies may be debated at great length. One thing that 
seems clear, however, is that it is dangerous when people for- 
get that such scenarios are indeed fiction, and begin subcon- 
sciously to believe that this is the way the world actually is — 
or ought to be. 


They think of nations or political parties in terms of “good 
guys” and “bad guys” — the “good buys” naturally being “our” 
side. They imagine that human problems can be solved by the 
annihilation of evildoers. They expect and demand the happy 
ending of social privilege as a reward for their virtue, or for at 
least being on the right side. Or, after all else fails, they think 
that all that needs to be done to solve a difficult situation is for 
‘that bishop’ to hit ‘that evil person’ with his crosier. 
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You remember the Gospel passage where Jesus’ disciples, 
James and John, wish to “call down fire from heaven to destroy” 
the Samaritans who refused to accept their Master. But Jesus 
rebukes them. (Luke 9:51-62) 


Jesus’ triumph takes place not by conquest or violence, but 
by suffering and transformation. And so Jesus reprimands the 
disciples’ militant fervor in His behalf. Goodness does not tri- 
umph through the annihilation of its enemies, but by redemp- 
tive love, of which the cross is the exemplar. 


Jesus’ entire ministry is structured as a journey to Jerusalem, 
to Calvary, where it reaches its culmination. That culmination 
will not be what the world calls a happy ending. Jesus did not 
“win” in the Gallup polls of his day — or ours, for that matter. 


Yet knowing His goal, He firmly resolves to undertake that 
journey — the necessary prelude to His sitting in glory at the 
right hand of the Father. This single-hearted and unflinching 
devotion to God's kingdom, God's will, must also characterize 
those who follow Jesus. 


There is a growing consciousness that our society is going 
out of control morally. This is not simply the value judgement of 
a bishop who is growing older. It is being noticed by people 
from many backgrounds who are casting a concerned eye at 
our world. 


A Ziggy cartoon showed a person listening to the television 
preview. “Women who are married and live with their husbands! 
On the next Oprah Winfrey Show!” 
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Ted Koppel of ABC’s Nightline offered something of a pierc- 
ing sermon on morals at Duke University not too long ago. In 
his address he said, “We have actually convinced ourselves that 
slogans will save us. ‘Shoot up if you must, but use a clean nee- 
dle.’‘Enjoy sex whenever and with whomever you wish, but take 
precautions.” 


Then Koppel gave this sharp rebuke, “The answer is no. Not 
because it isn’t cool or smart or you might end up in jail or 
even dead — but because it is wrong. We have spent 5,000 
years as a race of rational human beings searching for truth and 
moral absolutes. In its purest form, truth is not a polite tap on 
the shoulder. It is a howling reproach. What Moses brought 
down from Mt. Sinai were not ‘the 10 suggestions.” 


We must recapture the 10 Commandments as more than 
mere suggestions. We have an immortal God who has spoken 
through the law and the prophets and, most clearly, through His 
Son, Jesus Christ, to show us what is good and right and lasting. 


The ground of mortality and ethics is not public opinion — 
as the talk shows would have it — but rather in the realization 
that “I, the Lord, am your God... you shall not have other gods 
besides me.” (Exodus 20:2-3) 


The cross reminds us how much we have done — each one 
of us to putt Christ there. It also reminds us of the extent of 
God's love. “God so loved the world that he gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in him may not die but may have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16) If you want a picture of what the heart of God 
looks like, just look at the cross. 
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Jesus died and rose for all people — not just those that we 
think are the good guys. After all, we are all sinners, are we not. 
And yet God still lovers each one of us right here and now. 
Should our love and care for others be any less inclusive? 


The cross is a reminder that there is a power that is infinitely 
beyond all the power in this world. To those without faith, 
Calvary looks like the defeat and Jesus’ followers look like 
“losers.” But the faith-filled know otherwise. 


In the cross we see how far humanity can go with sin. However, 
on the cross we see how far God will go in His love for us. 


Jesus’ love is far beyond our simple labeling of “good people” 
and “bad people,” “us” and “them,” as well as our tendency to 
envision His kingdom in terms of earthly triumphs. 


Jesus presents us with a startling and perhaps unsettling chal- 
lenge: to subordinate everything — both the conflicts and the 
joys of life —to one ultimate goal: the reign of God. After all, 
isn't this really what we mean when we pray all the time “thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven?” 


JULY 31, 1992 
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here is no greater love than this: 


to lay down one’s life for one’s 
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Encourage others to 
“know the Master’s heart” 


a eee is a story that is told of a 
young man who aspired to be a great artist. Living during the 
time of the Renaissance, he managed to have himself appren- 
ticed to the Italian master, Raphael. Diligently, he studied his 
master’s technique. 


For years, he observed as Raphael moved from inspiration to 
masterpiece. The young apprentice absorbed every detail of his 
mentors art: how he drew his preliminary sketches, his method 
of mixing and employing his paint to achieve just the right tone 
and hue, and the precise use of his brushes which seemed to 
become an extension of the artist himself. 


The young man would sit wide-eyed with wonder as 
Raphael's brush danced across the canvas bringing to life the 
gentle love of the Madonna enfolding the infant Christ in her 
arms, Or as a wall in the Vatican Palace was transformed into a 
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The young man would sit wide-eyed with 
wonder as Raphael’s brush danced 
across the canvas bringing to life the 
gentle love of the Madonna enfolding the 
infant Christ in her arms, or as a wall 
in the Vatican Palace was transformed 


into a mural convention of the greatest 


thinkers of the ancient world. 


mural convention of the greatest thinkers of the ancient world. 


To the student, the master produced beauty with ease. 
Canvas, brush, paint and the soul of a great artist moved in a 
harmony which mirrored the master painter's artistry on cre- 
ation’s first days. 


Yet, for all his study and effort, the young man never quite 
achieved the same results. His works were good, but they were 
no masterpieces. The influence of his teacher could be seen 
clearly, but he was no Raphael. 
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Discouraged by his lack of accomplishment, the apprentice 
decided that the secret to Raphael's great art must lie in the 
instruments of his profession. And so, in the dark of the night he 
began to sneak into his master’s studio. There he would work 
with the artist's own brushes, using the paint the master had 
prepared, and even copying the subjects of Raphael's labor. 


However, discouragement turned to despair for not even 
these helped him to produce the desired results. Despondent, 
he went to Raphael to confess what he had done and to with- 
draw as his student. 


With a wisdom born of suffering and struggle, Raphael's 
response was as swift and graceful as his brush strokes, “It’s not 
tools or techniques from which great art is born. It comes from 
the fire within. In order to paint, first you must see — not with 
your eyes, but with your heart. To create a work like my own, 
you don’t need to know the master’s art. You need to know the 
master’s heart.” 


As disciples of Jesus, we are all called to know the Master's 
heart. Our baptism is not just an invitation to imitate the life of 
Christ, to practice His way of life as an art. Baptism is an incor- 
poration into the community of believers, united by the Spirit 
who filled and moved the life and ministry of Jesus. 


In that same Spirit, each and every disciple today must not 
only know the Master’s heart, but become an extension of it. 


With the celebration of Vocation Week, the faith community 
of our diocese can turn to the Master in gratitude, for we have 
truly been blessed with many outstanding individuals who 
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know the heart of Jesus and continue to extend his presence 
through their ministry as priests, sisters, brothers and deacons. 


Answering their baptismal call to know the heart of Jesus, 
these men and women, encouraged by the church community, 
have sought to be Christ’s heart made flesh for us through the 
vowed and ordained ways of life. 


We have all heard the Lord’s Gospel proclaimed through their 
words. In some way, we have known the healing touch of Jesus 
through their hands. And, in their compassion and understand- 
ing, we have all experienced the embrace of the Master's heart. 


Without a doubt, the Diocese of Cleveland has been blessed 
with priests, deacons and religious who have reminded us of 
God's presence with us through their lives and ministries of ser- 
vice to our community of faith. 


With Vocation Week, though, we are also reminded of how 
we, as the Body of Christ, are to be the instruments of the Lord 
in voicing His call. Our diocese has enjoyed the gift of voca- 
tions to the priesthood, diaconate and the religious life in ways 
that many other dioceses around the country only dream of. 


Yet, the reality is that, as the Church of Cleveland grows, we 
are experiencing the need for more men and women to be 
those unique extensions of the Master’s heart through the wit- 
ness of the vowed and ordained ways of life. 


While supporting those who are already in formation pro- 
grams in our seminaries and religious communities, we need to 
prayerfully encourage others to serve the community as sisters, 
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brothers, priests and deacons. 


Knowing the Master's heart and embodying it in the witness 
of our lives is a responsibility we all have. The lifestyle and min- 
istry of the vowed and ordained complements and supports the 
witness of all the baptized. If any of the lifestyles, ministries, or 
ways of witnessing to the presence of Jesus were to be dimin- 
ished, then the whole Body would suffer because something of 
the Master's heart would be unknown. 


I encourage you to show your support for those who serve 
our diocese, extending the Master's heart as priests, sisters, 
brothers and deacons. | ask you to work in behalf of the needs 
of our Church that, through you, many others might hear the 
Lord's call to serve the community in the vowed and ordained 
ways of life. Together, then, we all pray that God may continue 
to raise up holy and faithful women and men for the sake of His 
Body, the Church. May we all continue to grow in our knowl- 
edge of the Master's heart so as to be Christ's presence embrac- 
ing the world. 


OCTOBER 27, 1989 
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that you love one another. 


JOHN 15:17 
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Care for others as Christ 
cared for you 


Misa of us are afraid of dogs. It 
is a common fear. 


The famous scientist Louis Pasteur was far more frightened 
of dogs than most people. Even a distant bark would terrify 
him. In his mind he could still see a mad wolf that raged 
through his boyhood village, bringing agony and death to 
many of his neighbors. 


“I have always been haunted by the cries of those victims,” 
he said time and again. Yet in 1882, himself past the age of 60, 
Pasteur gave up all his other studies in an intense search for a 
cure for rabies. 


For three long years, in spite of his deep-seated fears, he 
risked his life, working with mad dogs. At last he came through 
with a vaccine to cure the victims of rabies. On a July night in 
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Studies show that we benefit physically 
and emotionally from helping those less 
fortunate than ourselves. One authority 
on stress calls this kind of assistance 
“self-serving altruism” because the 
pleasure one receives from such activity 


often adds more to the inner quality of 


the helper than it does the person who is 
helped. 


1885, he tried the medicine on a little boy whose life seemed 
doomed. The boy lived. 


The remembered agony of his neighborhood spurred Louis 
Pasteur to find a cure for this dreaded disease. 


Some of you are fans of American’s best-known “fat cat,” 
Garfield. In one of his cartoons, Garfield, seated in a comfort- 
able chair, sees his friend Odie at the window, peering in eager- 
ly. Garfield says to himself, “Poor Odie. Locked outside in the 
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cold. I just can’t bear to see him like this. I gotta do something.” 


At this point Garfield gets up from his chair and closes the 
curtains! 


Two responses to need. Louis Pasteur sought a cure. Garfield 
closed the drapes. 


A lawyer put Jesus to the test with this question, “Teacher, 
what must | do to inherit everlasting life?” Jesus answered him, 
“What is written in the law? How do you read it?” 


The lawyer answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with 
all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 


Jesus said, “You have answered correctly. Do this and you 
shall live.” 


There it is. The simplest formula for good living ever given, 
from the lips of Jesus himself: love God and love your neighbor 
as yourself. 


Doctors know it is true. Love for God and for one’s neighbor 
is the healthiest thing you can do for yourself. Studies show that 
we benefit physically and emotionally from helping those less 
fortunate than ourselves. One authority on stress calls this kind 
of assistance “self-serving altruism” because the pleasure one 
receives from such activity often adds more to the inner quality 
of the helper than it does the person who is helped. 


Surely all of you are aware of how rewarding it is to help oth- 
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ers who cannot help themselves. We know how much joy we 
have received when we have gone out of our way to help some- 
one in need. Why then don’t we live out our love for God and 
for our neighbor even more? That is the question. Why don't we 
do more? 


Isn’t it true that there is something within us that rebels 
against doing the very thing that would bring us the most joy? 
That is a story as old as the Garden of Eden. Even when we 
know the key to life, we resist it. 


There is a respectable lawyer in Albert Camus’ novel, The Fall. 
He is walking the streets of Amsterdam one night and hears a 
cry. A woman has fallen into the canal and is crying for help. 
Then these thoughts come rushing through his mind: of course 
he must help, but... a respected lawyer getting involved this 
way? What would the implications be? What about personal 
danger? After all, who knows what has been going on? 


By the time he has thought it through, it is too late. She has 
drowned. He moves on, making all kinds of excuses to justify 
his failure to act. Camus writes, “He did not answer the cry for 
help. That is the man he was.” 


We would have done better, we tell ourselves. And yet all 
around us are people in need. Not just physical needs. 
Emotional needs can be more devastating than physical needs. 


The most serious disease in America, according to many 
experts, is loneliness. Many of us could hear cries for help in 
our own neighborhoods, if we would listen more carefully. Or 
our own families. Why do we not listen? “Do this and you shall 
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live,” Jesus says. 


But one thing more needs to be said. We love our neighbor 
because Christ first loved us. The lawyer who asked Jesus about 
the great commandment wanted a clarification. “And who is my 
neighbor?” he asked. At this point Jesus told him a parable — a 
parable that all of us know by heart, the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10: 25-37). 


Each one of us at some time or another has identified with 
the priest or the Levite who passed by on the other side — or 
perhaps, in our better moments, with the Samaritan himself 
who took care of the man who had been beaten and robbed. 


But we will never have the power to be the loving man or lov- 
ing woman that God has meant us to be until we identify with 
the person who is lying bruised and beaten beside the road, 
and have discovered that it is Christ himself who has been “the 
Samaritan” binding up our broken hearts and lives. 


You see, we get it all backwards. We say, I will love my neigh- 
bor if I feel there is a chance that my neighbor will love me 
back. What we fail to see is that while we were unworthy, Christ 
died for us. While we were unloving, He gave Himself in our 
behalf. We already owe a tremendous debt — and this compels 
us to pass on to others what we have already received. 


Why have Christians historically been so charitable, so car- 
ing? Why are you, as people of this diocese, so self-giving? It is 
because once we were lying beside the road, broken and 
bleeding — and some nail-scarred hands reached out to us in 
our need. 
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Now we seek to do the same for others. 


Besides, we have found that such a concern for others is the 
source of unlimited inner joy. Our Master put it to us like this, 
“Do this and you shall live!” 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1992 


so I have loved you. 


Live on in my love. 


JOHN 15:9 
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Holding on at any price 


hi the French Alps, a young stu- 
dent was trapped for three days on the north face of perilous 
“Fool’s Needle” in the Mont Blanc range. He was dangling from 
a narrow ledge when rescue workers found him. His hands 
were frozen and later, on a hospital bed, he told about the har- 
rowing ordeal. “I repeated over and over to myself,” he com- 
mented, “I must hold on. I must hold on at any price.” 


I suspect that there are people reading this today who are 
fighting just to hold on. It may be because of a bad situation in 
your work or in your home. It may be a problem with your 
health or with a relationship with someone important to you. 
Whatever it is, there is a battle going on and you may not be 
sure how much you can endure. 


What is the secret for holding on? One clear key is to recog- 
nize that our mental attitude can affect our ability to cope with 
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What is the secret for holding on? One 
clear key is to recognize that our mental 
attitude can affect our ability to cope 
with life. We can find that we are 


concentrating more on our problems than 


on our power to overcome them. 


life. We can find that we are concentrating more on our prob- 
lems than on our power to overcome them. When we do that, 
we paralyze our ability to deal with our problems. 


You may know the story of the city man who went out to the 
country and watched a farmer saw a log with long, even, mea- 
sured strokes. The city fellow said impatiently, “Here, let me saw 
that log.” He started with slow, measured strokes, but before 
long accelerated the tempo. The stroke went crooked and the 
saw caught. 


The city man said, “I guess I didn’t do so well.” 
The farmer replied, “It’s because you allowed your mind to 


get ahead of the saw.” Sometimes we have the tendency to do 
that — to let our minds get ahead of the saw. 
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Our mental attitude is so critical. Believe that you can cope. 
Concentrate on your powers rather than on your problems. Live 
life one day at a time. 


The second key to holding on is to recognize that there is 
someone who loves you and upon whom you can cast all of 
your burdens. 


There is a story about a woman who must have had a keen 
sense of humor. She told of a time when she sat up late in her 
living room, worrying about many things. Finally, the Lord 
came to her and said, “Betty, you go to bed. I'll sit up the rest 
of the night.” 


This brings us to the third key to holding on, and that is to 
learn how to let go. As the saying puts it so succinctly, “Let go 
and let God.” We need to know how to release our worries, our 
fears, our guilt, our anger, our resentment. There are times 
when we simply need to let go. 


A carpenter was driving a new coworker home. On arriving, 
he invited the driver in to meet his family. As they approached 
the front door, he paused briefly at a small tree outside his 
house, touching the tips of the branches with both hands. Then, 
opening the front door, he underwent an amazing transforma- 
tion. His tanned face was wreathed in smiles as he kissed his 
wife and hugged his two small children. 


Afterwards, they walked back to the car. When they passed 


the tree, he asked the man about what he had seen him do ear- 
lier. 
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“Oh, that’s my ‘trouble tree,” he replied. “I know | can’t help 
having them on the job. But one thing is for sure: work troubles 
don’t belong in the house with my wife and children. So | just 
hang them on the tree every night when I come home. Then in 
the morning, | pick them up again. 


“The funny thing is,” he said, “when I come out in the morn- 
ing to pick them up, there aren’t nearly as many as I remember 
hanging up the night before.” 


Many of us would profit from a tree like that. 

Realize that your mental attitude can affect your ability to 
cope. Remember that there is Someone who loves you and 
upon whom you can cast your burdens. Learn the art of releas- 


ing your troubles. Let go and let God. 


JEUNE ZT, 1991 
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Our daily response 
demonstrates our true 
respect for life 


~ picture is worth a thousand 
words. The pictures we have seen on television and in newspa- 
pers recently have touched our hearts. 


The Somali children are in need of food and water. Their 
stomachs are swollen with hunger and disease. 


The residents of Homestead, Fla., and the Hawaiian Islands 
are faced with losses of home and employment. Some are also 
faced with loss of family and friends. Many from here and 
around the country responded first by trying to locate family, 
then by sending needed supplies. 


This kind of devastation is overwhelming. When we see it we 
are reminded of the values we hold dear in our hearts. We are 
reminded of the importance and values of life and family. We 
are touched and moved to action. 


19 
sss 


VOLUME ONE * NUMBER EIGHTEEN 


It is our faith that enables us to 
continue responding with hope. There ts 
d ion. The 


hope amidst the devastat 
Idren and 


pictures of hungry chi 
destroyed homes have been followed by 


those of trucks filled with food, water 


and supplies arriving in both places. 


Daily we are surrounded by issues that test the strength of 
our respect for life. We are not always reminded by devastat- 
ing pictures. We need to keep our own eyes vigilant to what 
surrounds us. 


California is considering legislation regarding euthanasia 
through medically assisted suicide. This type of legislative effort 
was not successful in the state of Washington because people 
responsibly expressed their respect for life. 


Abortions in the United States continue and we are faced 
with the Freedom of Choice Act. The Act would disallow state 
laws such as those in Ohio, which protect women and 
unborn children through 24-hour waiting periods and 
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parental notification. 


General Assistance and other government programs for those 
in need are cut in Ohio and other states. Charitable organiza- 
tions find it increasingly difficult to provide for the number of 
requests received. 


It is our faith that enables us to continue responding with 
hope. There is hope amidst the devastation. The pictures of 
hungry children and destroyed homes have been followed by 
those of trucks filled with food, water and supplies arriving in 
both places. 


Just as Jesus’ heart was moved to respond when He saw the 
suffering of those who were ill, or otherwise in need, our hearts 
are moved. 


Jesus responded to more than the physical need presented to 
Him. He also gave hope and strengthened faith. We too, have 
the responsibility to give hope. 


As we keep our eyes open to see beyond the pictures of what 
is before us daily, we are called by faith to give witness to our 
respect for life. 


Life is the gift we give when we feed the children of Somalia 
and the children in our own neighborhoods and families. We 
affirm our belief in human dignity when we send workers and 
supplies to rebuild homes torn by storms far away or find 
homes for those living in our own streets. We give witness to the 
gift of wisdom as we appreciate those with years of life experi- 
ence. We proclaim family as the cornerstone of civilization 


81 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER EIGHTEEN 


when we protect women and their children, born and unborn. 


We need to ask ourselves, “Does the picture of my life exhibit 
my respect for life?” 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1992 


You 4 


if you keep my commandments, 


' love 


even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, 
and live in his love. 


JOHN 15:10 
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Seize the opportunity to 
answer God’s call 


A bright young man applied 
for a job that he had seen advertised. The manager greeted him 
at the door with discouraging news, “Young man, you're too 
late. We've already received a thousand applications.” 


The bright young man was quick with his answer, “Well, how 
about hiring me to classify the applications?” (Some people 
recognize an opportunity when they see one!) 


Robin Williams plays the part of an English teacher, John 
Keating, in the movie, “The Dead Poets Society.” In his first class, 
Keating takes his students into the hall to the trophy case and 
shows them pictures of school heroes from the past. 


‘All of these young men were as you are today, starting with 
great promise,” he says. “All of you will some day be as they are. 
They are all dead and so will you be. What do you think they 
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Everybody holds on to something in life. 
It may be personal connections or a title 
or good looks or exaggerated memories of 
days gone by. Can we not see that they 


are but substitutes for that which is 


really vital in our lives? 


would say to you? Get up close to the glass.” 


As the class leans toward the glass, Robin Williams in a raspy 
voice says, “Carpe diem... carpe diem.” Carpe diem — seize 
the day. 


Jesus’ disciples once asked Him, “Lord, are they few in num- 
ber who are to be saved?” And Jesus answered, “Try to come in 
through the narrow door. Many, I tell you, will try to enter and 
be unable. When once the master of the house has risen to lock 
the door and you stand outside knocking and saying, ‘Sir, open 
for us,’ he will say in reply, ‘I do not know where you come 
from’” (Luke 13: 22-30). 


Many of us can be uncomfortable with this passage. We're 
“closet universalists” at heart. God is a compassionate God, 
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after all. He would never close the door on anyone. 


So we say. But that is not what Scripture says. The Bible teach- 
es that there is an open door that will not always be open. And 
we need to deal seriously with this teaching, for there is an 
important truth here for our lives. 


For one thing, the life of faith is not readily accepted by 
everyone. We might as well admit it. Not everyone wants to fol- 
low Jesus Christ. And for some people there are obstacles to 
overcome. 


Cordell Hull, the U.S. Secretary of State from 1933 to 1944, 
was reputed to be an extremely cautious man. On a train trip, 
Hull and a companion watched while the locomotive slowly 
passed a large flock of sheep. Making conversation, Hull’s com- 
panion said, “Those sheep have recently been sheared.” 


Hull stared thoughtfully at the animals and then said, “It 
appears so. At least on the side facing us.” 


That sounds like the skeptical side of many people. They 
are not hostile to the faith; they are just not convinced. Since 
God never knocked them over with indisputable evidence, 
they try not to bother themselves worrying about whether 
God exists or not. 


Some others associate faith with a legalistic system that 
would restrict human freedom and happiness. They dismiss it as 
being undesirable, even if it is true. They would rather do their 
own thing in the hopes that God — if there is a God — might 
overlook their wanderings, even if they never do go home. 
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Father Lawrence Jenco was a hostage in Lebanon. I read that 
on the day of his abduction, he was blindfolded, beaten and 
taken away to an unknown place. His captors began stripping 
him of everything that he had — except for one small button 
from his coat, which he kept clenched in his hand. Next, he 
was put in a vacant room and chained to the wall. 


This is how Father Jenco spent his captivity — in solitary con- 
finement. The button he held in his hand was the only link he 
had with the outside world. He prayed constantly for freedom, 
but remained a captive. With each prayer that seemed to go 
unanswered, Father Jenco seemed closer and closer to hitting 
bottom. Finally, he threw the button across the room and said 
to God, “Take that. You’ve already taken everything else!” 


As quickly as he had said this, he had a flash of inspiration: 
without the button, he had absolutely nothing. Father Jenco 
realized that he had been relying on a button as his source of 
hope. Without it, he was truly dependent on God alone to see 
him through. At his lowest moment he had given up his “crutch” 
and experienced the power and the presence of God — the 
only One who could see him through his captivity. 


Everybody holds on to something in life. It may be personal 
connections or a title or good looks or exaggerated memories 
of days gone by. Can we not see that they are but substitutes for 
that which is really vital in our lives? 


The life of faith is not readily accepted by everyone to whom 
it is offered. And this is sad. Life is never complete without God. 
It is He who gives meaning to life. It is He who is still there 
when all the buttons have slipped from our grasp. 
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This brings us to the last thing to be said. Today is an 
opportunity. 


Life is moving along and we can never step back in at the 
same place. Today is the day. This is the moment. There will 
never be another moment quite like this one. 


Richard Crashaw was a convert from Puritanism who 

became a Roman Catholic. He was sometimes scandalized by 
what he saw people in the Church do, but he never gave up on 
the Church. In one of his poems, he writes about our Blessed 
Lady — with Jesus on her lap: 
“Tis heaven... ‘tis heaven she sees... heaven’s God, here 
lies. She can see heaven and never lift up her eyes. This new 
guest to her eyesight is given. "Tis once look up, ’tis now look 
down to heaven.” 


I have reason for quoting that. The reason is that many peo- 
ple today feel that our salvation — the salvation of the Church, 
the salvation of the world — has got to come from some new 
great event. They are looking for some monumental act of God 
that will supersede everything that has ever happened in histo- 
ry. They search for some great miracle, some cataclysmic occur- 
rence, some apocalyptic episode. 


But it won't be so, because the greatest thing that will ever 
happen in the cosmos has already happened! It isn’t “look up.” 
It's “look down!” 


If you sometimes feel that you are “up a tree” or “out on a 
limb,” get down and go home with Christ always in your heart, 
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knowing that the world is waiting for you to do whatever tasks 
there are: promoting peace, justice, perhaps a smile to a faint 
heart, or a strong hand to one who is faltering on the path of life. 


Doing that, you too will enter the kingdom of heaven through 
the door that is open. 


The life of faith has been offered to us. There is no other 
moment quite like this one. And we have the prayerful assis- 
tance of Mary, the Mother of Our Savior, whom we address in 
her litany as “the gate of heaven.” 


This is your opportunity The door is now open. So why not enter? 


OCTOBER 9} (19.92 


88 


ESSAYS ON@CHBISTIAN LIVING 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER TWENTY 


A call for us to work 
for world peace 


This Labor Day 1990 with the cri- 
sis in the Middle East reminds us all too poignantly of the fragile 
interdependence and challenging complexity of our world in 
the last decade of the 20th century. 


The unfolding desert drama illustrates one of the major signs 
of the times, pointed out by the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops in the pastoral letter Economic Justice For All, 
that “nations separated by geography, culture and ideology are 
linked in a complex commercial, financial, technological and 
environmental network.” 


Certainly critical conditions in the Mideast are very much on 
all of our minds. We all want a peaceful solution. We all long for 
the safe return of loved ones. We all pray for a speedy and just 
resolution. At the same time, let us not fail to reflect on the 
deeper meaning of interdependence for us and our society. 
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We have seen historic changes occurring all over the earth. 
Across Eastern and Central Europe, especially in the Baltic, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Hungary, the Ukraine and in 
Russia, as well as in China, South Africa and throughout Latin 
America, working women and men are struggling to assert simi- 
lar values of freedom, human dignity and solidarity. 


We are living through a historic moment filled with many 
encouraging signs of hope, with much for which we can be 
grateful. The ominous developments in the Mideast should 
not cause us to forget the significance of the ending of the 
Cold War nor lead us to miss major opportunities for revers- 
ing the arms race. 


At the same time we have to be careful not to engage in a 
kind of false triumphalism. Pope John Paul II warned us of this 
in 1990 when he was in Mexico. He urged those of us in affluent 
countries not to ignore the challenges of interdependence in 
our relationships with developing nations and within our own 
economic systems. 


As Economic Justice For All put it, “The basic tenets of church 
teaching take on a new moral urgency as we deepen our under- 
standing of how disadvantaged large numbers of people and 
nations are in this interdependent world.” 


More than 800 million people live in abysmal poverty. Hunger 
remains a stark reality in so many poor countries of the world 
because of structural inequities in the international economic 
order. Fundamental reform is needed. No longer enmeshed in 
an East-West confrontation, we need to better understand and 
respond to a world more divided along North-South lines, a 
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world of “haves and have-nots.” 


In our public and private decisions we need to deal with the 
fact that we in the United States continue to consume 60 per- 
cent of the world’s resources while we comprise five percent of 
our planet's population. 


It should be even more unacceptable to us that in a nation as 
rich as ours so many are still homeless, hungry and lack the 
necessities of life. The basic truth needs to be reiterated — “The 
deprivation and powerlessness of the poor wounds the whole 
community,” states the pastoral. 


The income gap between rich and poor widens, the poor 
become poorer and those in-between increasingly have lower 
living standards and greater insecurity for their families. 
Workers are measurably worse off than they were a decade ago. 


All of our society suffers from an inequitable distribution of 
power and wealth. This is the inexorable reality of interdepen- 
dence in our time. 


Paul VI said, “If you want peace, work for justice.” Let us 
resolve to pray ever more fervently for peace during these cru- 
cial days. But let us resolve to work ever more fervently for jus- 
tice at home and abroad, now and throughout the ‘90s. 


Probably no one of us is going to stand before a tank as that 
solitary student did in Tiananmen Square. Nor is any of us likely 
to stir into action hundreds of thousands of people as a Lech 
Walesa or Vaclav Havel or Nelson Mandela has done. 
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Nevertheless, we can all do something, do our part, to build 
up the common good, defend all human life, and affirm the 
human dignity of each person. We can all be signs of hope to 
those around us. Our loving God of life calls us to this. Let us 
respond generously and gratefully, firmly rooted in the belief 
that with God all things are possible. 


AUGUST 13151990 


~All this I tell you 
that my joy may be yours 
and your joy may be complete. 


JOHN 15:11 
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Christ cares when the storms 
are raging 


li you have ever been out in a 
boat during a severe thunderstorm, you can appreciate the ter- 
ror that seized the disciples one day on the Sea of Galilee. The 
wind and waves threatened to swamp their little boat, as the 
Gospel of Mark tells us (Mark 4: 35-41). 


Only if you remember that some of these disciples were sea- 
soned fishermen can you appreciate the ferociousness of that 
storm. They thought that they might die. They were so fright- 
ened that they woke Jesus and asked him, “Teacher, doesn’t it 
matter to you that we are going to drown?” 


Many of us have asked the same question at some time in our 
lives. Jesus seems to be asleep and we want to ask, “Don’t you 


care if we perish?” 


You see, everybody goes through storms at some time or 
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Many of us have asked the same question 
at some time in our lives. Jesus seems to 


be asleep and we want to ask, “Don't 


you care if we perish?” 


another. One storm may be a troubled marriage or a troubled 
home. I read recently about a grandmother celebrating her 
golden wedding anniversary. She told the secret of her long and 
happy marriage. “On my wedding day,” she said, ‘I decided to 
make a list of ten faults which, for the sake of our marriage, I 
was to overlook in my new husband.” 


A friend asked her to tell some of those faults. The grand- 
mother replied, “To tell the truth, I never did get around to list- 
ing them. Whenever my husband did something, though, that 
made me mad, | would say to myself, ‘Lucky for him that this is 
one of the ten!” 


A marriage counselor asked one couple, “When things go 
wrong, do you blame each other?” 


The wife answered, “Not always. Sometimes we blame the 
children. Sometimes we blame the President. Sometimes we 
just slam doors.” 
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There are a lot of doorslamming marriages and families in 
which communication has broken down. Marriage and family 
problems are a storm that many people are going through. 


The loss of a loved one is also a terrible storm with devastat- 
ing effects. In Ernest Hemingway's Islands in the Stream, an 
anguished father mourns the loss of his oldest son. The boy had 
been killed in war. The father is grief-stricken. He will not eat or 
sleep. He walks alone on the beach for hours. A friend tries to 
persuade him to leave the beach and begin to come out of his 
depression. 


The father says to his friend, “I have been out here all day 
thinking about him and wanting to have him with me always. I 
know | have got to let him go. I have got to — but I cannot do it 
today.” The loss of a loved one is a dreadful storm. 


For some of us the storm may be some personal failure or a 
host of other things. But of this we can be certain: all of us go 
through storms of one kind or another. The worst part is that 
Jesus sometimes seems to be asleep. “Why doesn’t he inter- 
vene?” we cry out. The passage from Mark’s Gospel is an affir- 
mation that Jesus does care. When the storms of life are raging, 
He cares. When it seems we cannot hold on a moment longer, 
He cares. 


The disciples rouse Jesus from His sleep and He speaks to 
the wind and the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” And the wind falls off 
and everything grows calm. Then He turns to his disciples and 
asks, “Why are you so terrified? Why are you lacking in faith?” 


The central question in life is not whether or not there will be 
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storms for us to pass through. The question is whether we have 

faith in Jesus Christ to get through the storms. May His voice be | 
heard, a voice that calms the storms within us and around us. 
“Peace,” that voice will say. 


“Peace. Be still.” 


PULY25 521998 


eee 
as I have loved you. 


JOHN 15:12 
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Providing Christian service 
here and now 


W. all know of people who 
seem to live in the past. They worry and fret about what hap- 
pened years ago. 


Or they wrestle with “the if only’s” and “the what ifs?” They get 
so immersed in the past and “what might have been” that they 
lose out on the opportunities of the present moment. 


At the same time, other people become so immersed in 
wondering about the future. They battle things that have not 
even occurred yet — and may never occur. As some people 
waste precious time by worrying about the past, others are 
just as wasteful by anxiety about the future of the Church and 
our world. 


So I ask for your attention to the “right now,” for it is only the 
present moment that we have. The past is over and the future is 
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Because so much of what you do is 


cloaked in humility, you may be tempted 


to think that your helpfulness goes 


largely unnoticed. But God notices. 


not here yet, and today offers so many opportunities to serve 
the Lord and His people faithfully and fruitfully. 


When | go shopping, especially in the larger stores, I’m often 
ill at ease. I’m relieved when I’m finished, when I've gotten what 
I was looking for. 


In these bigger stores, | instinctively head for the counter with 
the salesperson who seems to be wearing a “May-I-help-you?” 
look — even though sometimes it turns out to be the wrong 
department. | find that I am looking for someone who has the 
experience and the patience to find out what I really need, and 
a genuine wish to satisfy. 


It seems that most everyone admits nowadays that service is 
becoming more and more depersonalized. While this is true, it 
is also true that more and more people are engaged in service 
jobs today, both in the public and the private sector. The list 
would include: priests, teachers, doctors, nurses, guards, coun- 
selors, volunteers and all those engaged in business. 
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If you are looking for evidence of the vitality in Christianity, | 
suggest that you take a look at this area. I say this because ser- 
vice of others is Christianity, and the quality of our service is a 
fair indication of its depth. 


It is not a question of the mandatory obligations that our jobs 
impose on us, the minimum for which we draw our wages. 
These are matters of justice, and the system usually builds in 
sanctions to insure they are carried out. 


Efficiency-wise, someone could be a very good civil servant, 
without necessarily being either civil to or the servant of those 
whom he/she is supposed to serve. 


One could be a good teacher or doctor without really notic- 
ing the person who is the pupil or the patient. But you cannot 
be a good Christian and not try to see Christ in someone else. 


Many people can be tempted to wonder whether God really 
cares about them. Some people think that God, after sending us 
into this world, has lost all interest in us — like some uncon- 
cerned salesperson whose only hope is that we will not return 
with a complaint. You help to answer that question with a 
resounding “Yes, God cares!” by the personal service that you 
offer in the Lord’s name right here and right now. 


On behalf of so many whom you have assisted, let me warm- 
ly thank you. And please continue that “May-l-help- you?” spirit. 
You convince others that God cares by the way you care. 


Because so much of what you do is cloaked in humility, you 
may be tempted to think that your helpfulness goes largely 
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unnoticed. But God notices. For as Jesus himself promised 
us, ‘As often as you did it for one of my least ones, you did it 
for me.” 


God bless you and reward you! 


NOVEMBER 6, 1992 


JOHN 15:13 
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The challenge of our 
Christian living: to care, 
to share and to dare 


oe of New York City’s most cel- 
ebrated sights is Rockefeller Center. Located between Fifth 
Avenue and the Avenue of the Americas, it occupies more than 
twelve acres and includes more than fifteen buildings. 
Rockefeller Center is famous for its bronze statue of Atlas, a fig- 
ure from Greek mythology. 


Standing before the facade of a huge building in the center, 
Atlas carries the world on his mighty shoulders. He bends for- 
ward, as if straining under the tremendous weight. The pressure 
of bearing the world alone is skillfully manifested in the statue. 
Atlas’ muscles bulge; his veins stand out. The severe strain of 
carrying the world becomes the dominant impression for the 
many sightseers. 


Directly across the street from this straining Atlas is a startling 
contrast. Facing the statue is St. Patrick Cathedral. Inside the 
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We can step out bravely because we 
really believe what we profess and we 
dare to follow through with what our 
conviction demands. Many times it is 


the will and not the power to act which 


is lacking. 


center door is the statue of another person supporting the 
world. The figure is the Christ Child. Gracefully seated near the 
center aisle, Jesus is calmly holding the globe in the palm of 
His hand. 


This is a fascinating comparison. On one side of Fifth Avenue 
is Atlas; on the other side is Christ. These are striking images for 
our era. It seems to me that we are living in an age that has 
found the atom, but has perhaps forgotten God. 


Living as Christians, we face challenges that surpass those of 
Atlas trying to carry the world on his own shoulders. How we 
meet these challenges will mark us either Christ-centered or 
self-centered people. Remember how St. Paul encourages us, 
“Conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ.” 
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This is the challenge of our Christian living: to care, to share 
and to dare. We have the opportunity to rise to the occasion 
with the Campaign for Human Development. 


Our first challenge is to care. For most of us, success is often 
a progression of failures. But the success of our Christian voca- 
tions is usually the result of learning to care. With a caring spirit 
we find that nothing is impossible for those who rely on Christ. 
He enables us to love not only with our words but also with our 
good works. 


Our second challenge is to share. It takes courage to share. It 
takes valor to act more and talk less. But, as St. Paul tells us, “We 
are not our own.” We belong to Christ. He shows us that love 
isn’t really love until we give it away. 


Our third challenge is to dare. We can step out bravely 
because we really believe what we profess and we dare to fol- 
low through with what our conviction demands. Many times it 
is the will and not the power to act which is lacking. 


The Campaign for Human Development gives us an opportu- 
nity to notice the human needs that are all around us and to 
decide what we can do to help. What better time could there be 
to seek answers to challenges of our times through caring, shar- 
ing and daring? This week also points us in the direction of 
Christ, in whom all things are possible. For we do not carry the 
weight of responsibility alone. Jesus Christ is with us — every 
step of the way. 


NOVEMBER 9, 1990 
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Celebrating the golden bonds 
of enduring marriage 


O,, Sunday, July 26, more than 
600 couples who have been married 50 or more years gathered 
for Mass in St. John’s Cathedral. It was a very moving and beau- 
tiful event. 


Since so many people have expressed interest in what hap- 
pened that afternoon, I thought I would reprint the homily | 
gave. I hope that it might be of some assistance to all the mar- 
ried couples of our diocese as well as to those who are prepar- 
ing for marriage. The text I delivered follows: 


There are few events that are more satisfying for me than this 
moment, as I look out to see so many gathered to commemo- 
rate their wedding jubilee. 


In the Gospel just proclaimed, Jesus tells of the powerful link 
between our prayer and God's ready response, between hope 
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Love is the fundamental vocation of 
every human being, though to love well 


is never easy, and harder still is t 


oe 


0 grow 
in a love that enriches, and ennobles, 


and endures. What you have done is no 


small achievement! 


and its fulfillment. | have invited you here today to celebrate 
the link between your lives and God's, that which began in 
hope has been fulfilled in love. / 


Love is the fundamental vocation of every human being, 
though to love well is never easy, and harder still is to grow ina 
love that enriches, and ennobles, and endures. What you have 
done is no small achievement! 


The couples gathered here represent over 40,000 years of 
commitment to the Sacrament of Marriage. By your commit- 
ment you have enriched the Church, and, even more, you have 
honored our God. 


It has been said that we embrace our vocations in the ideal- 
ism of youth, but we live them out in the hard light of experi- 
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ence. No one here is a stranger to the hardness of life. You were 
children of the Great Depression; 50 years ago a world war was 
raging and no one knew how it would turn out. 


Beginning a marriage then took more than a little courage 
and more than a little faith. Creating a home and raising a 
family brought its own challenges and pain. There have been 
trials as well as joys. How well you know the sacrifices you 
have had to make. 


On your wedding day, these words were part of the marriage 
liturgy: “Sacrifice is usually difficult and irksome. Only love can 
make it easy, and perfect love can make it a joy.” Back then 
these might have seemed like so many words, but by now you 
have learned their lesson by heart. You know that the way has 
not been easy, but as you have been faithful to God, God has 
remained faithful to you. 


Love at any age takes everything we've got. That is especially 
true in marriage, where each age brings with it special chal- 
lenges and rewards. In part, what brings us here today is not 
only to commemorate the past, but to rededicate ourselves to 
the present. Among the challenges of the present, there are 
three that | would commend to your attention. 


The first of these is suffering. As we grow in years, pain 
becomes more and more a frequent companion. We are 
stretched too far. Little things become big. That body that 
used to work, no longer works as well. It can be an effort to 
do the simplest things. It becomes part of conversation, as 
friends cheerfully exchange their worst symptoms and their 
darkest fears. 
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The challenge of love is abundant here: to care for a loved 
one in pain, to be patient with your own limitations, and to 
trust in the presence of God who knows your pain firsthand. 
The crucial task is to maintain balance in the face of suffering, 
to remain brave enough, honest enough, and loving enough. 


The second challenge is found in the losses we must face. 
One of the ways to mark life’s passage is to recognize the 
things that are lost as the years go by. People lose buttons in 
the morning, socks in the laundry, pens and keys and the 
things they promised to return yesterday. They lose more 
important things like their youth, friends, and, sometimes, 
even their memory. But, too often, people lose the most 
important thing: they lose hope. 


There is no one here who has not faced the loss of a loved 
one at some time. When that loss comes because of death, it is 
painful enough; but when the loss is with the living, through 
alienation or anger, there is a special pain involved. 


Within too many of our families are hurting relationships, 
parents who have not spoken to children, and brothers and sis- 
ters who have not spoken for far too long. The hurts may be 
years old, and so sensitive that it seems like there is no hope of 
reconciliation. That is not so! 


We believe in a God who forgives us and who helps us to for- 
give. | urge you to take that step. We can outgrow our reluc- 


tance, but we never outgrow the burden of love. 


The final challenge is one that has been present since you first 
declared your love for one another: the challenge of holiness. 
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In all ages we are charged with the duty to conform ourselves 
to Christ, to seek God's will. This has always been the way of 
faith. It has been handed down through lived experience — 
from Christ to the apostles, and then from person to person, 
parent to child, generation to generation — until, in the end, 
each of us will stand before God to hand back what He has 
given us:a love that endures. 


You who have lived many years know that age is more than a 
disability and love is more than a sacred duty. It is an intense 
and varied experience, almost beyond our capacity at times, 
but something to be carried high. If, in a sense, growing older is 
a long defeat, growing older in love is a greater victory. 


The Church is richer because of your commitment and 
achievement; and if this day is meaningful for you who are 
jubilarians, it is profoundly important for us who have come 
less far. 


AUGUST 28, 1992 
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ves, 


for a slave does not know what his 
master is about. 
Instead, I call you friends, 
since I have made known to you all 
that I heard from my Father. 


JOHN 15:15 
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Taking to heart the virtue 
of solidarity 


Oi: hundred years ago Pope 
Leo XIII, reflecting on the harsh social and economic realities 
faced by workers of his time, issued the landmark encyclical 
Rerum Novarum. That teaching, together with the Church's 
social teaching since then, challenges us all to be concerned 
for those less fortunate and to work for social justice. 


It also concretely articulates basic economic rights required 
to ensure every person’s God-given dignity. Those rights, as 
delineated in Pope John XXIII’s famous Pacem in Terris, include 
the right to food, shelter, medical care and meaningful employ- 
ment by which we can sustain ourselves and our families. 


Pope John Paul II has recently issued his own reflection on 
Rerum Novarum and one hundred years of modern Catholic 
social teaching. His encyclical Centisimus Annus reaffirms 
Rerum Novarum’s special concern for workers and the poor 
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The challenges of poverty at home and 

abroad, the environmental crisis, race 

relations, human rights and the arms 
race all cry out to us for a serious 


exercise of solidarity. That exercise 


must be motivated by love and justice. 


within all economic systems. 


The Holy Father goes on in that long, subtle, rich document 
to stress the “permanent value” of Catholic social teaching, call- 
ing it“genuine doctrine,” an “essential part of the Christian mes- 
sage,” and involved in the Church's evangelizing mission. 


While expressing concern for the alienation of peoples in 
Eastern and Central European countries previously under the 
sway of communism and the domination of the state, John Paul 
II cautions us in the West not to be triumphalistic. He urges us 
to be sensitive to the alienation of people in our own consumer 
driven societies. He warns us not to see the human person just 
as a means of production or as a consumer to be manipulated. 


We are called upon to reevaluate our personal lifestyles, eco- 
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nomic decision-making, and political preferences based on our 
values and the needs of others. The bottom line is not the bot- 
tom line. Rather, “It is therefore necessary to create lifestyles in 
which the quest for truth, beauty, goodness and communion 
with others for the sake of common growth are the factors 
which determine consumer choices, savings, and investments.” 
(Centisimus Annus, par. 36) 


The pope is talking about moral choices that confront us all 
in our daily living. We are asked to discern how consumerism 
affects our own sense of self-worth and that of others. We are 
exhorted to live out a simpler, more holistic, more spiritual 
lifestyle that will represent a more responsible participation in 
the global village of our age and, at the same time, be more ful- 
filling for ourselves. 


“It is not wrong to want to live better; what is wrong is a style 
of life which is presumed to be better when it is directed toward 
‘having’ rather than ’being’ and which wants to have more not 
in order to be more, but to spend life in enjoyment as an end in 
itself.” (par. 36) 


I share the concern of the pope and the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops that our economic system disenfranchises 
too many from the benefits of that system. The growing num- 
bers of homeless, the rising rate of unemployment, the increas- 
ing volume of persons and families coming to our hunger cen- 
ters and shelters, the millions without health care, the widening 
gap in income between rich and poor — all of these are signs of 
the times that our personal and societal decision-making need 
to be more sensitive to the common good. 
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We are called to a “preferential option for the poor.” This is 
not only a call to charity, but a call for greater justice in assuring 
those resources that would guarantee the dignity of all mem- 
bers of the human family. 


It is a much different time in 1991 than 1891. The chal- 
lenges are much more complex and demanding for all of us. 
Nevertheless, the right to organize labor unions so that work- 
ers have an opportunity to participate in the important eco- 
nomic and political decisions of our time is still a basic 
moral right. Vibrant economies, as well as vibrant democra- 
cies, recognize the positive contributions of organized labor 
to the common good. 


This Labor Day perhaps more than ever we need to take to 
heart the virtue of solidarity. It is a strong corrective to today’s 
individualistic mentality. Let us soberly reflect on what solidari- 
ty means to us locally, nationally and internationally. 


The challenges of poverty at home and abroad, the environ- 
mental crisis, race relations, human rights and the arms race all 
cry out to us for a serious exercise of solidarity. That exercise 
must be motivated by love and justice. 


“Love for others, and in the first place love for the poor, in 
whom the church sees Christ himself, is made concrete in the 
promotion of justice.” (par. 58) May that be true this Labor Day 
in our lives, our families, our communities and our country. 


AUGUST 30, 1991 


114 


ESSAYS ON°CTRISTIAN LIVING 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER TWENTY-SIX 


What kind of God do some 


people have? 


ae have to wonder sometimes 
what kind of God some people think they have. A lady has 
been suffering from multiple sclerosis (MS), a chronic disease 
that gradually weakens and paralyzes the body. She is amazed 
at some of the advice she has received from friends and rela- 
tives. Here are a few typical examples: 


“You must really like to be sick. You bring so much of it on 
yourself.” That comment came from a nearby relative who 
never so much as sent a card. 


“The reason I have perfect health is that I think right. 
People don’t get sick unless they think wrong.” That came 
from another relative. 


“I know just how you feel being crippled. I had a bad case of 
tennis elbow last month.” Great. Here’s another: 
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When difficulties come, as they will, let 
us not cry out, “Why has this happened 
to me?” “Why has this happened to 
someone I love?” “What have I done to 
deserve this?” ...Rather, let us 


surrender our need to a caring, 


strengthening God. 


“God must really cherish you to trust you with this burden.” 
What kind of God do some people have? 


A country pastor was visiting his parishioners after a local 
flood. He called on a farmer whose crop had washed away and 
whose cows had all been drowned. “Whom the Lord loveth He 
chasteneth,” quoted the pastor, trying to offer some comfort. 
The farmer looked at him and said dryly, “Well, I believe he 
overdid it this time.” 


The farmer was right. What kind of God do some people have? 


Sometimes children do suffer because of their parents. 
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They bear emotional scars from that experience. Television 
brings into our homes the horror of babies addicted to cocaine 
because their mothers were addicted as they carried them in 
their wombs. That happens. These are not acts of God, however, 
but acts of people. God does not punish children for the wrong- 
doing of their parents. 


There are two sources of suffering in this world. One source 
is sin. We break God’s laws and there are consequences. That is 
built into the very fabric of life. 


The other source of suffering is the natural order. We live ina 
beautiful world, but it is also a world where there are hurri- 
canes and earthquakes and viruses — and cholesterol. None of 
these is sent by God “to punish us.” 


“He makes his sun rise on the evil and the good,” said Jesus, 
“and sends his rain on the just and the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). The 
natural order contains both good and evil. 


There are two sources of suffering: sin and the natural order. 
There is but one source of healing: God. 


Remember when Jesus was questioned as He was healing 
the man born blind? Jesus said to his disciples, “It was no sin, 
either of this man or of his parents. Rather, it was to let God’s 
works show forth in him” (John 9:3). All healing ultimately 
comes from God. God has planted healing in the very world He 
has created. 


A generation ago, there were diseases ravaging this planet 
that we hardly think of any more. As the growth in medical 


117 


VOLUME ONE © NUMBER TWENTY-SIX 


technology and knowledge continues to accelerate, we hope 
there will be even more progress in the days to come. God is a 
God of health and wholeness. He wants us well — and if not 
fully in this world, then in the next. 


The Hoover Dam was built on the Colorado River in 1935 and 
is an engineering wonder. It is called an arch-gravity dam. The 
greater the pressure applied to the dam, the more it is wedged 
into the solid rock. The greater the forces against the dam, the 
stronger it becomes. So let it be with us. 


When difficulties come, as they will, let us not cry out, “Why 
has this happened to me?” “Why has this happened to someone __ 
I love?” “What have I done to deserve this?” 


Rather, let us surrender our need to a caring, strengthening 
God. Let us allow our hurt to wedge us even more surely into 
the solid rock of God's love for us. For this is the kind of God 
that is ours. 


APRILI2Z 7, 1990 
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Be a teacher in the decade 
of relearning 


lt was the writer, Tom Wolfe 
(Bonfire of the Vanities), who coined the phrase “The me genera- 
tion” for the 1970s. At the end of the 1980s, he said, “If I were to 
characterize the ’80s, my opinion is that it would be called ‘the 
money fever generation.” 


“Significantly,” he said, “there was one of those mistakes that 
can happen occasionally. They minted a certain amount of 
coins, which are now collectors’ items. Instead of ‘In God We 
Trust’ printed on the coins, they read ‘In Gold We Trust.”” 


So they asked Tom Wolfe, “Well, in light of ‘the me generation’ 
of the ’70s, and the kind of ‘greed generation’ of the ’80s, what 
do you see for the 1990s?” 


He was reflective and said, “I think the ’90s are going to be 
characterized simply as ‘the decade of relearning, because 
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your cross daily, 


# 


Unless you take u 


p 
unless you make daily choices that make 


a difference, you’re not worthy of me.... 


people are now reacting to the excesses. They realize that there 
are certain values and certain fundamentals, and that they have 
a thirst for God.” 


In St. Luke’s Gospel account, Jesus says to his disciples, 
“Whoever wishes to be My follower must deny his very self, take 
up his cross each day, and follow Me” (Luke 9: 23). And often in 
Christianity that teaching has been misinterpreted, and | think 
badly. What comes across is, “Look, everybody, we want you to 
be Christian. We promise you humiliation, pain and suffering. 
So come and join us.” 


Who would want to join an outfit like that — especially in our 
pleasure-conscious society that promises fulfillment with every- 
thing that can be bought? 


But that is to misinterpret Jesus’ words to “take up your cross 
every day.” A cross, remember, is made up of two crosspieces — 
and so it becomes the symbol of decision. You can go one way 
or the other; you're at the crossroads. It means making weighty 
decisions and then having to hang on them. 
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And this is what He means. “Unless you take up your cross daily, 
unless you make daily choices that make a difference, you're not 
worthy of Me.” That's the cross, and sometimes that's a far harder 
cross than even physical suffering. 


The point is that if there is to be a time of relearning, there obvi- 
ously needs to be a time of reteaching. And who are better teach- 
ers in the world than you who are hearing me? People are hungry 
for God. People have a deep thirst for God. 


And that is where you come in. It is not that you would have an 
unreceptive audience. It's not that you would preach a message 
foreign to human nature. When in your own quiet way you make 
ethical decisions, when in your own quiet way you're honest, 
when in your own quiet way you become known as witnesses to 
truth and decency, you are placing before people what they want 
to say, but maybe do not have the courage to say. You are giving 
voice to that deepest desire for God that they, perhaps, cannot as 
yet name. 


So that is what the Gospel means. Unless you take up your cross 
daily; unless you make these daily decisions, none of which are 
easy, some of which are pleasant, and some of which are painful; 
unless you do that, you're not worthy of the kingdom of heaven. 


So taking up the cross doesn’t mean running around, looking 
for more ways in which you might physically suffer; taking up the 
cross means that you are trying to live your life right here and now 
in a way that helps others relearn what is already in their hearts — 
the burning desire for God. 


OCTOBER 11,1991 
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Someday we will meet again 


This past week we celebrated 
the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Lady. In some of the 
small towns around Rome we find a fascinating custom for 
this feast day. It is called “the bowing procession.” The vil- 
lagers carry a statue of the Blessed Virgin down the main 
street: Mary is on her way to heaven. From the opposite direc- 
tion comes another procession carrying a statue of Jesus: He 
is coming to meet His mother. 


Under an arch of branches and flowers, the two proces- 
sions meet. The statues are made to bow to each other three 
times to remind us of Jesus welcoming His mother at the 
gates of heaven. Then the people carry the two statues side 
by side to the parish church: Our Lord is leading His mother 
to her throne in heaven. 


This simple ceremony is a striking way of expressing our 
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belief that after her life on earth was finished, Mary was taken 
up bodily into heaven. This constant teaching of the Church 
was solemnly proclaimed as a doctrine of our faith on 
November 1, 1950, by Pope Pius XII. He declared infallibly 
that “the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-virgin Mary, on 
the completion of her earthly life, was assumed body and 
soul into heaven.” 


God the Father did not want the mother of His son to be 
under the power of sin for one moment, so he gave her the priv- 
ilege of the Immaculate Conception. Jesus did not want the sin- 
less body of His mother to be subject to decay, so He gave her 
the privilege of the Assumption. 


The happiness of meeting loved ones again is something that 
all of us can look forward to. With the celebration of the 
Assumption of Mary we can look to the day when we will enter 
heaven and be reunited with our loved ones who have gone 
before us. Perhaps we do not think about this great privilege 
often enough. We should be living every day with heaven on 
our minds. 


Every one of us has someone in heaven we want to see 
again. Some of us have many. The older we grow, the greater the 
number of people — relatives and friends —- who have gone 
ahead of us in death and are waiting to greet us on our arrival 
in eternity. 


When we think of death, we think of many things. Be sure, 
though, to think of the joyful, hope-filled truth that some day we 
will meet again. We need to keep that thought with us. 
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Pray with special meaning the words of Eucharistic Prayer II, 
“make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, the virgin 
Mother of God... and with all the saints.” Pray the Hail Mary 
with special emphasis, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 
sinners now and at the hour of our death.” 


The Assumption of Mary into heaven should be for us a 
promise of our own final glory. Her victory in Jesus, her Son, 
will be our victory as well. Until that day of triumph, we try to 
live each day in faithfulness to God, knowing that our Blessed 
Mother is always watching over us. 


AUGUST 18 ,1989 
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to go forth and bear fruit. 


Your fruit must endure, 
so that all you ask the Father in my 
name 
he will give you. 


JOHN 15:16 
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The Assumption of Mary 


Lita World War II, a comedian 
named Eddie Cantor spent a lot of time in Paris visiting orphan- 
ages. At these homes, Cantor handed out thousands of choco- 
late bars to the youngsters. 


At one large orphanage, most of the children grabbed the 
bars eagerly. But out of the corner of his eye, Eddie noticed one 
small girl sitting all by herself. She had not touched her candy. 


As soon as he could drag himself away from the throng of 
admirers, Cantor walked over to the little girl. Kneeling down 
beside her, he asked, “Now just what can I do for you, young 
lady?” And then, Eddie Cantor tells us, he heard the two most 
heart-stirring words he had ever heard in his life. The little 
orphan looked up at him and said, “Love me!” 


“Love me!” 
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On August 15th we keep a feast to show our love for Mary 
and for her son, Jesus. That celebration — Mary’s Assumption 
into heaven — can best be characterized as “a feast of love.” 


Much has been written about devotion to Our Blessed 
Mother. And not a little controversy has developed as well. 
People all over the world have wondered, has the Second 
Vatican Council downplayed the role of Mary? Is the Catholic 
Church soft-pedaling its Marian devotion? 


The answer, of course, is a firm “no.” Such statements do not 
mirror the mind of the Church. Devotion to Mary has always 
been subservient to devotion to Jesus. The Assumption of Mary, 
for instance, depends upon the Ascension of Jesus. As the letter 
to the Corinthians tells us, “Just as in Adam all die, so in Christ 
all will come to life again, but each in proper order” (1 Cor. 15: 
22-23). 


The Assumption of Mary is only a “taking up.” The Ascension 
of Jesus, however, is a “going up.” The Creator always precedes 
the creature. But can we honor the Son and forget His mother? 
Can we truly adore Jesus without loving Mary? 


Life has been compared to a house — with three floors. On 
each floor live people who love. On the first floor of life’s house 
dwell people who love things. These are the materialists. Their 
goal — wealth, riches and possessions. Their ambition in life — to 
look good. 


On the second floor, however, lives a different group. These are 
people who love feelings. These are the sensualists. Their goal in 
life — pleasure and passion. Their ambition in life — to feel good. 


130 


ESSAYS ON MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 


On the third level of life’s house dwells still another group: 
people who love God. These are the honorable ones. Their goal 
— happiness, holiness, heaven. Their ambition — to be good and 
to help others be good, too. 


Mary is the “express elevator” to the third level of life’s 
house. She is the help we need to answer Jesus Christ's plea — 
“Love me!” 


The world needs to know and love Mary. It is swamped 
with greed, family strife and improper speech. Dishonesty, 
prejudice and war are widespread. Our world is desperately 
concerned with “looking good” and “feeling good.” It is a 
world living on the first and second floors of life’s house — on 
the levels of materialism and sensuality. As guardians of your 
homes, as guiding lights for modern society, won't you teach 
the world how to love? 


No matter what our age or what our vocation in life, each of 
us can take something away from the feasts of Mary. “Love me,” 
her celebrations encourage. “Love my Son,” Mary herself tells 
us. And, if we are attentive, we can catch more than just a 
glimpse of how much God and His mother love us. 


AUGUST 17, 1990 


131 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER TWENTY-NINE 


The command I give you is this, 


that you love one another. 


| 
| 


JOHN 15:17 
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To Jesus through devotion to 
Mary 


Wihaaes we see an increase in 
authentic devotion to Mary, we also notice a greater love for 
Jesus. In the history of parts of the world that preserved the 
faith in spite of persecution, we find that devotion to Our Lady 
was characteristic of the people. In the lives of the saints, we 
notice Mary interwoven with Jesus, just as she was in this world. 


The apostles made great progress in spite of their former 
slowness of understanding. This is attributed, of course, to the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 


But if, perhaps, we could lift the veil that separates time from 
eternity, we would see that Mary’s prayers and her counsel dur- 
ing her years on earth after the Ascension had a lot to do with 
the success of the apostles. It was Mary who by her prayers 
helped pave the way for the reception of these gifts. 


133 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER THIRTY 
In the history of parts of the world that 
preserved the faith in spite of 


persecution, we find that devotion to 


Our Lady was characteristic of the 


people. 


How many of us can trace the seeds of our vocations to acts 
of devotion that we learned at home in our early years. Mary 
loves her children and guards them with the same affection that 
any earthly mother gives to her child. If only the watchfulness 
of Mary were better understood, she would bring everyone to 
her Divine Son. 


A mother wishes to introduce her child to all her friends, and 
so does a child wish to have his or her mother known to and 
respected by those whom he or she loves. Jesus and Mary are 
so closely united that those who are devoted to the one soon 
become acquainted with the other. We need the assistance and 
prayers of Mary if we wish a close union with Jesus. And she 
leads us to the source of all holiness, the Eucharist. 


The month of May has been set apart by the Church for spe- 
cial devotion to the Mother of God. This whole month has been 
given to Mary. The best of all ways to keep a festival of Mary is to 
participate in the Eucharist. We must naturally expect that her 
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special month will also be a time of increased love for Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 


During the month of May, many people have special places 
of Marian devotion in their homes. The family rosary is fre- 
quently prayed. The little practices of devotion to Mary have 
sown the seeds of holiness and harmony in families, and the 
picture of Mary and honor paid to her have been one of the 
best enticements towards a life of virtue and self-denial. 


Mary is the model of all true adorers of Jesus, and so we may 
expect to find her sons and daughters joyfully celebrating the 
Eucharist and spending time before the Blessed Sacrament. 
During the period after the Ascension of her Son into heaven, 
Mary was not really absent from Him. Those early celebrations 
of the Eucharist must have been special moments for Mary. 


We pass from Mary to Jesus. Devotion to Mary, devotion to 
her rosary, devotion to her Immaculate Heart are all roads that 
lead to Jesus in the Eucharist. 


May the approaching month of May be truly and sincerely 
devoted to Mary, and may Our Blessed Mother lead us to her 
Divine Son. “Ad Jesum per Mariam,” the Latin expression advis- 


es us, “to Jesus through Mary.” 


APRIL 24, 1992 
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so I have loved you. 


Live on in my love. 


JOHN 15:9 
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Seeing Mary on 
the human side 


| would like to give a human pic- 
ture of Mary, from one particular angle, drawn from real life. As 
a rule, when we think of her we consciously dramatize. Some of 
her pictures and her statues and the romantic poetry of so 
many ages encourage us to treat her as a symbol, rather than as 
a person with real human traits — like all of us have. 


We forget sometimes that she was Jewish — and that her beau- 
ty was that of a woman from the Middle East. Why shouldn't she 
be? But somehow the suggestion sounds vaguely inaccurate, 
simply because Fra Angelico and Raphael painted her from 
Gentile models. 


We seldom picture her carrying a jug of water on her shoul- 
der. It must have been a common enough sight in first-century 
Nazareth. But it sounds wrong to us because many statues have 
made us think of her as always carrying a rosary — rather than a 


137 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER THIRTY-ONE 


I am only going to draw attention to one 
human quality in her which stands out 
from her portrait in the Gospels, side by 
side with all of those heavenly privileges 


we have meditated upon so often. It is a 


quality that I call serenity. 


big, heavy jug of water for her home. 


And we instinctively think of Mary as a queen — dressed like a 
queen and talking like a queen. That her speech and manners 
were like those of any other Nazareth woman seems incorrect, 
somehow. And yet it is probably true. 


I am not, I assure you, trying to shock you — or give you some 
fresh, original picture of what Our Lady must have seemed like 
to her contemporaries. | am only going to draw attention to one 
human quality in her which stands out from her portrait in the 
Gospels, side by side with all of those heavenly privileges we 
have meditated upon so often. It is a quality that I call serenity. 
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Serenity depends, of course, upon the supernatural gifts that 
Mary had, especially her great faith. But | want to focus upon 
the human expression of serenity. Mary reacted to situations in 
life with human gestures and human lines on her face. She had 
a smile which threw into relief the thoughtfulness of her brow. | 
think that serenity is a useful quality for us to remember in her 
because it is something that we all need. 


St. John’s Gospel gives us the account of the wedding feast at 
Cana. The servants of the feast are bustling about — with their 
faces getting longer and the guests’ cups emptier. 


At Cana, Mary tells Jesus about the trouble and leaves it at 
that. Her example tells us to leave the problem in the best 
hands, the only hands that can deal with it. Then somehow it 
will be all right. 


Mary just turns and says to the servants, “Do whatever He tells 
you.” It was her life’s motto, and she preached it to the servants 
at Cana in Galilee, and through them to us. “Do whatever he 
tells you. It will be all right. You will see.” 


I have tried to give you a portrait of Mary. However, it ought to 
give us hints about our own lives, and how to make the best of 
them. Here is an application. 


There will be times when you are anxious to receive some 
favor from God for yourself or, more probably, for other people 
that you are interested in. And it may seem that your prayers are 
going unnoticed. You may be tempted to grow impatient and 
speak to God as if you were being ill-treated. 
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Don't. Go on leaving things in His hands, very quietly, very 
serenely. God grants our requests more readily when He sees 
that we are not impatient in preferring them. And, in everything 
that you do, the less that you appear to be the center of atten- 
tion the better. 


So | interpret Mary’s instruction. But it is not easy advice that 
she gives. We must certainly have recourse to her if we are to 
receive the grace of serenity. 

Let us go to her with our troubles, our faults and our inade- 
quacies — and put them in her hands. Let us be confident that 


her serene competence will know how to deal with them. 


In our humanity we look to hers to see how we are to “Do 
whatever He tells us” in everyday life. 


MAY 24, 1991 
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On Mary, the Mother of 
the Son of God 


i va Second Vatican Council, by 
speaking of Mary in the Constitution on the Church, did a real 
service to Marian devotion. It placed the Blessed Virgin in the 
right context of salvation history, where we can see her again in 
proper relation to her Son and his Church. A disservice has 
been done to the Mother of God by sentimentalists who have 
spoken of her out of context. 


In paragraph 65 of the Constitution on the Church, we read, 
“for Mary figured profoundly in the history of salvation and in a 
certain way unites and mirrors within herself the central truths 
of faith. Hence, when she is being preached and venerated, she 
summons the faithful to her Son and His sacrifice, and to love 
for the Father.” 


There is a story told of a small boy, claiming to his friend, 
“There is no difference between Mary and my mother.” His 
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SF 


Mary became holy by conceiving 
salvation for all people. She is the 
paragon of our redemption. She is the 
most perfectly redeemed of God’s 


children and an example for us who are 


on the way to complete redemption. 


friend commented, “Maybe not, but there is a lot of difference 
between the sons.” This statement touches a basic truth: Christ 
makes Mary what she is. 


Mary is not merely the mother of the Son of God in a purely 
biological process. She is God’s mother by a decision of faith. 
She freely said “Yes” to the angel and sustained this “Yes” 
throughout her life. She accepted in herself the salvation of the 
world. She received redemption into her body and accepted 
the consequences of the decision throughout her life. Mary 
accepted the joy of Christmas and the sorrow of Calvary. 


Mary became holy by conceiving salvation for all people. 
She is the paragon of our redemption. She is the most perfectly 
redeemed of God’s children and an example for us who are on 
the way to complete redemption. By her life, Mary became for 
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us a living pattern for our lives. 


Mary symbolizes for us the new person saved by God's love. 
The Scriptures call her “the glory of Jerusalem, the surpassing 
joy of Israel — the splendid boast of our people.” 


Mary has achieved what we are striving to become. From her 
we learn that all things are possible for the person of faith. Her 
life gives us a vision so needed by people today in their tangled 
relationships with God. 


“While leading on earth a life common to all people, one 
filled with family concerns and labors, she was always intimate- 
ly united with her Son and cooperated in the work of the Savior 
in a manner altogether special” (Decree on the Laity, par. 4). 


Mary bore the destiny of her Son. She hoped against hope. 
She understood that faith is essential before victory. She teach- 
es us a loyalty that gives all. Finally, she is, in Karl Rahner's 
words, a living sign that “the humility of small beginnings is the 
charism of a truly great Apostolate.” 


In St. Luke’s account of the Annunciation there is a parallel 
for us. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary saying, “Rejoice, so 
highly favored. The Lord is with you.” At our baptism we were 
highly favored by being invited to become sons and daughters 
of God. Mary was disturbed at the strange message. We too are 
fearful and ask, “What does this invitation mean to me asa 
modern Christian?” 


“Do not be afraid,” Gabriel told Mary. “You are to conceive 
and bear a son.” We are told that, as Christians, we too will give 
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birth to Christ in the world. Mary said, “How can this come 
about since | am a virgin?” We often answer, “How can Christ 
use me since | seem so insignificant?” “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you,” the angel answered. “I will send you my 
Spirit,” Christ tells us. Finally, Mary answered, “Let what you 
have said be done to me.” We, if we are to live an authentic 
Christian life, must also say, “Let it be done.” 


By her decision of faith, Mary accepted all the demands 
entailed in bringing Christ to the world. She accepted in 
advance whatever burdens, responsibilities, labors and poverty 
God had in mind. 


Mary is our ray of hope. Through her God shows us how He 
favors a faithful servant. Through Mary God shows us what can 
be done when people open their hearts to the will of God. 


We are the People of God, redeemed and sanctified by 
Christ. Mary is the first of us to have attained the fullness of 
redemption, and she is the model for the rest of us. Therefore 
she represents all the People of God, the whole Church, 
which Christ will present to His Father on the last day — then 
without spot or wrinkle. 


The entrance song of the Mass for the Feast of the 
Assumption gives us a picture of Our Lady in the glory of the 
risen life in heaven:‘A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon was under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve stars.” 


The text refers to the Church, but the Church herself sees this 
prophecy already fulfilled in Mary by her assumption into heav- 
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en. The Church rejoices that what has happened to her will hap- 
pen to us. 


Mary is the model for what the Church truly is. She is the 
Church already in glory. In the prayer, “Hail, Holy Queen,” we 
call Mary our life, our sweetness and our hope. These words 
are borne out in her assumption; this will be our life, this is 
our hope. 


Looking at Mary as she is today, body and soul in heaven, 
we see the full effects of Christ’s redemption, what the Church 
is one day to be as all of us live the risen life which we share 
now imperfectly but are to share fully. We see the state of 
glory for which we hope. This hope sustains us and gives 
sweetness to our lives. 


At the end of summer, the fields are ripe for harvesting. Mary 
was God's precious fruit which ripened in the field of God's 
kingdom. We have just celebrated Mary’s assumption to God's 
banquet table. We anticipate and eagerly hope that, someday, 
after a faithful life, we too will reach our crowning glory — the 
day when God sees us “ripe for the harvest.” 


We venerate Mary because, as the Council put it, “she has 
been taken up into heaven. With her maternal charity she cares 
for these brothers and sisters of her Son who are still on their 
earthly pilgrimage and are surrounded by dangers and difficul- 
ties.” (Decree on Laity, Chap. I, par. 4). Through her intercession 
we are enabled to become ripe for that harvest. 


AUGUST 16, 1991 
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even as I have kept my Father’s 


commandments, 
and live in his love. 


JOHN 15:10 
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Mother Mary serves as model 
theologian 


diese is a story that comes to us 
from Dublin. Fritz Kreisler, the world famous violinist, had com- 
pleted a concert on a wintry evening. 


As he stepped into his car, he heard someone playing a fid- 
dle in front of the theater where he had just performed. It was a 
girl named Lillian Mack; she was playing on the sidewalk for 
coins from listeners. 


For several minutes Kreisler listened intently. He then asked 
the girl if she would come and audition for him at his hotel. She 
did — and he was so taken with her ability and her sense of 
artistry that he later asked her to sign a contract to give a con- 
cert at the Theater Royal. 


Here was an artist, a world famous musician, who recognized 
in a simple, humble girl, a kindred sense of beauty. She had the 
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In a similar way, God the Father, the 
Artist of the Universe, picked out one 
whose heart was in tune with his own — 


a poor, humble maiden named vine He 
l 


chose her from all the women of the 


world to be the Mother of His Son. 


ability to play a sort of harmony that fit in well with his own — 
an ability that made it possible for her to leave the street and 
play on the stage before appreciative crowds. 


In a similar way, God the Father, the Artist of the Universe, 
picked out one whose heart was in tune with his own — a poor, 
humble maiden named Mary. He chose her from all the women 
of the world to be the Mother of His Son. 


On August 15, we celebrate the feast of the Assumption of 
Mary into heaven. | would like to consider how Mary’s heart 
was united with God — and also the direction that she gives us 
for our living and believing. 


You remember the Gospel passage where Mary and Joseph 
hear Jesus saying that He had to be in his Father's house (Luke 
2:41-51). His being found in the temple suggests a close person- 
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al relationship between Jesus and God the Father. Jesus strongly 
indicates that the work of the Father is also His work. Yet Mary 
does not completely understand this response of her own Son. 


One of the greatest sorrows of a parent now afflicts Mary. She 
does not understand her own child. However, she does not sep- 
arate herself from Him. To do so would be to contradict her 
own vocation as the Mother of this unique child. 


That same Gospel account says that Mary “kept all these 
things in her memory.” We see that Mary continually strives to 
open her life to her Son’s life. Mary works and prays to unite her 
entire person to her Son. 


As her Son reveals Himself in His words and actions, Mary 
offers her entire being to God the Father, whose plan of salva- 
tion is revealed in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. In 
responding to Jesus, the revealer of the Father, Mary shows her- 
self to be the woman of faith. 


Mary's heart, the symbol of her total identity and personality, 
is described as her Immaculate Heart. Her heart finds whole- 
ness in knowing and loving Jesus and His Heavenly Father. 
Mary, in her Immaculate Heart, exemplifies perfectly the mean- 
ing of the beatitude, “Blest are the singlehearted, for they shall 
see God” (Matthew 5:8). 


Faced with the mysterious activity of her Son, Mary observes 
Him and tries to understand Him. She does not run away from 
the unknown. She “ponders all these things in her heart.” Mary's 
faith is an active, inquiring and contemplative faith. In trust and 
in love, she seeks and searches to know and understand her 
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Son and the meaning of His life. 


Mary is not only a woman of faith; she is also a woman of the- 
ology. In the depths of her Immaculate Heart, she kept and pon- 
dered, as an inquiring and intelligent person, what she heard 
and what she saw. She is a woman of theology because she 
sought to understand what she had already accepted in faith. 


Long ago, St. Anselm of Canterbury defined theology as “fides 
quaerens_ intellectum” —as “faith seeking understanding.” 
What the believer affirms as true, the theologian tries — at least 
to some degree — to understand and explain. Theology is faith 
examined by a thinking mind. 


This task of knowing and understanding Jesus was the life- 
long vocation of Mary. She kept and pondered her faith in her 
Son whom she desired so much to understand to the best of 
her ability. 


In her role as theologian, Mary is a model for the entire 
Church. Believers work and pray to understand Jesus Christ 
even more deeply and intimately. Mary is the patroness and pat- 
tern for all the Church’s members who engage, at whatever 
level, in theological endeavors. 


We honor Mary with the title “Seat of Wisdom” because, 
through her maternity, the wisdom and light of Christ have 
entered the world. Through the intercession and imitation of 
Mary, Seat of Wisdom and Woman of Faith, may our study of 
theology always contribute, within the Church, to the fostering 
and strengthening of our faith and its practice. 
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Let us pray as the collect for the Vigil of the Assumption | 
directs, “Almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have 
revealed the beauty of your power by exalting the lowly virgin 
of Nazareth and making her the mother of our Savior. May the 
prayers of this woman clothed with the sun bring Jesus to the 
waiting world and fill the void of incompletion with the pres- 
ence of her Child, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 


AUGUST 14, 1992 
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Remember, we are 


the Body of Christ 


Wise when you were a bit 
younger, you remember “playing church.” One day, a group of 
children decided to do just that - complete with priest, 
servers, readers, ushers, choirs, organist and all. After a while, 
they tired of it all and wanted a change. One boy said, ‘A 
know. Let’s play Jesus.” 


Well, that was a new one for the group and sounded great. 
When the other children asked him to explain the game, he 
said that one boy would play Jesus. The rest would be mean to 
him, call him names, hit him, tie him to a tree and pretend to 
crucify him. That took a bit of the glow off the honor of playing 
Jesus, but the children went on with the game. 


After a few minutes of absorbing the cruelty of the other chil- 
dren, the boy playing the part of Jesus called a halt to the 
whole thing — and, in doing so, uttered a profound statement. 
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Whenever the Church has forgotten who 


it is, it has lost its vitality. 


He said, “Let’s not play Jesus anymore. Let's go back to play- 
ing church.” 


That shoe fits so tight, it hurts, doesn’t it? “Let’s not play Jesus 
anymore. Let’s go back to playing church.” 


We know that we are to be Jesus to our world. But how? 
Where do we begin? 


We begin by acknowledging who we are. Whenever the 
Church has forgotten who it is, it has lost its vitality. The Church 
is the body of Christ and the sacraments are the activity of 
Christ among us. If a person is confused about who Jesus Christ 
is, that same person will also be confused about who the 
Church is and what the sacraments are. 


In becoming human, the Word assumed a human body that 
became the instrument of His messages, His teachings, His mir- 
acles and even His redemption. Having a body, He could suffer 
as man; being God, His sufferings had infinite value. 


But Jesus also assumed another body. This time it was not an 
individual, physical one, but a “mystical” one, a body made up 
of all the baptized. This mystical body is the Church. 
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Remember when, before his conversion, Saul of Tarsus had 
set out for Damascus to arrest the Christians? Suddenly a light 
shines around him and he hears a voice saying, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” Then Saul asks, “Who are you, 
sir?” The voice answers, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecut- 
ing” (Acts 9: 1-22). 


Notice — Saul is persecuting the Church — and yet the voice 
says, “] am Jesus, the one you are persecuting.” Christ and the 
Church - are they the same? What does our faith tell us? Christ 
and His Church are one. 


But there is one more thing to be said if we are to live and 
act as Jesus. It is not enough “just” to love God. It is not 
enough to love ourselves, too. We must also love everyone for 
whom Christ died. 


One writer remarked, “] once met a woman who came out 
of a religious service all aglow. She said: ‘I love everybody.’ 
After a little conversation, | discovered that there were some 
specific exceptions to her love. She made me think of those 
old-fashioned woolen mittens we used to wear. They kept the 
hands very warm, but you couldn't pick up anything when 
you had them on. 


“Love for God may seem to warm our hearts, but it is only real 
when it helps us to take hold of our neighbor's needs as well.” 


Every church community can have its problems. All of us 
have our own ideas on how the work of God ought to be 
done. Sometimes those ideas are hard to mesh. But we must 
always remember that we are one body — the Body of Christ. 
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If we are going to live as Jesus, we must work together, pray 
together, strive together — even suffer together — in unity and 
common purpose, and never lose sight of the fact that we are 
one body in Christ. 


MARCH 2, 1990 


that my joy may be yours 
and your joy may be complete. 


JOHN 15:11 
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Religious educators are a 
special gift 


O, Thursday evening, May 7, a 
Catechist Recognition Service was held at St. John’s Cathedral. 
Since so many in our Diocese are involved in religious educa- 
tion, | thought that I would offer a portion of my homily for your 
own reflection. 


Teaching is a gift given to some. Teachers are gifts given to 
many. We celebrate the gift that you are, as catechists, to the 
apostolate of religious education in our diocese. 


“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening” (1 Sam. 3:10). 
These words of Samuel apply to all of us who instruct the 
young. We must be attentive ourselves to the Word and the ways 
of the Lord so that we may effectively catechize others. 


Religious educators in our diocese reach thousands of fami- 
lies and touch the lives of our young students in so many signifi- 


159 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER THIRTY-FIVE 


You and I have read the literature which 
portrays all the bad news of our times. 
In coping with today’s mega-crises, our 
rich Catholic heritage provides us with 
many essential values — reverence for 
creation, an appreciation for the dignity 
of each person, the call to unity of all 


peoples, the acknowledgment that racism 


is sinful. 


cant ways. I want to thank you and to tell you that your work is 
so important for the Church. 


In reading the Gospel accounts, a striking image of Jesus is 
that of a teacher. The evangelists likewise often describe Jesus’ 
activity in terms of the verb “to teach.” We can find the perfect 
model in Jesus for all that a teacher is to be and do. 


As catechists, you have answered Jesus’ call to “go teach all 
nations.” We are assured that when we accept His challenge it 
will be God's message and strength that will sustain us in this 
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important undertaking. 


It is good that we come together to pray. Without the spiritual 
life it is impossible to be faithful to our calling in the Church. 
And it is only through prayer that we can sustain the spirit of 
hope that we must bring to our students and to the world that 
we are called to transform. 


We who are religious educators in the Diocese of Cleveland 
can be proud of our history. What prompted the development 
of a system of religious education was love of the faith and loy- 
alty to the Church. Our motives need to be the same as those of 
our ancestors — those great women and men who taught the 
young to understand the message of the Gospel. 


What was important to our forebears was that the faith would 
be passed on to another generation. The faith and the traditions 
of our Church became the center of life for students. It was in 
the faith community that children learned what it meant to 
believe and how to live accordingly. 


To be true to their mission today, schools of religion must be 
places where the faith is nurtured, professed and celebrated. 
We must teach our young how to integrate faith, life and culture 
so that human life has meaning for the person, and so that the 
person accepts responsibility for the quality of life of the 
human family in society. 


Catechesis both proclaims and teaches the Word of God. It 
proclaims the good news that Jesus is Lord. Catechesis is God- 
centered. It is a process that invites our students to respond to 
God's love by entering into a relationship with God that matures 
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in depth and commitment as they grow. The foundation needs 
to be laid very early and worked at each day. You are vital 
instruments in passing on our Catholic faith. 


It is so important that this mission of the Church, to cate- 
chize, is carried out responsibly. Our students need to be given 
an opportunity to study the faith, to be familiar with the lives of 
the saints, the history of the Church. They need to be taught to 
pray, to learn how to celebrate the mysteries of our faith in the 
many liturgical and devotional expressions that we have. They 
need to experience a loving faith community. 


You and I have read the literature which portrays all the bad 
news of our times. In coping with today’s mega-crises, our rich 
Catholic heritage provides us with many essential values — rev- 
erence for creation, an appreciation for the dignity of each per- 
son, the call to unity of all peoples, the acknowledgment that 
racism is sinful. Catholic education has a heritage of teaching 
that we are all brothers and sisters and children of a loving 
God. This message must be given to our young who question if 
the future will be a good place to live. 


Our students must learn not only why they should “go to 
church” and take seriously the moral teachings of our faith, but 
also why they should go to work, participate in politics, and 
help to make their communities, their nation and their world 
more fit for the human family. 


We need doctors and lawyers, teachers, business persons, 
craft persons and union members, politicians and public offi- 
cials who are deeply involved in bringing about God's reign 
through their commitment to Gospel values. The future is in 
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your students and you have the privilege of touching it each 
time you instruct them. 


We need opportunities like this one to share our faith with 
those with whom we work as well as with our students. Our 
schools of religion need to be institutional witnesses that what 
is important is our love of our faith and our loyalty to our 
Church. We can be assured that God will bless our efforts. 


I hope that you have been able to sense in my remarks the 
deep love and respect that I have for the mission of religious 
education and its role in the Church. More, I hope that you can 
hear the admiration and gratitude I have for each of you who so 
generously serve as catechists. | want to thank you in the name 
of all the people whom you have mentored into the happy and 
productive individuals they are who proudly take their role in 
our Church and in society. 


My beloved catechists, you are such a gift to the Church and 
such a gift to our world. God bless you always! 


MAY 225 19972 
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love one another 


| as I have loved you. 


JOHN 15:12 
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The call to celibacy is 
more than discipline 


Father Henri Nouwen thinks the 
best definition of celibacy is that of Thomas Aquinas, who calls 
celibacy an “emptiness for God. To be celibate means to be 
empty for God, to be free and open for His presence, to be 
available for His service.” Nouwen maintains that this availabili- 
ty to God is “an essential part of all forms of Christian life: mar- 
riage, friendship, single life, and community life.” In every life 
there must be an inner sanctum reserved for God alone. 


“Celibates,” Nouwen writes, “live out the holy emptiness in 
their lives by not marrying, by not trying to wield as much influ- 
ence as possible, by not filling their lives with events, people or 
creations for which they will be remembered. They hope that 
by their empty lives God will be recognized as the source of all 
human thoughts and actions. Especially by not marrying and 
by abstaining from the most intimate expression of human love, 
the celibate becomes a living sign of the limits of interpersonal 
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The life of celibacy in the practical 
order is not the same for all priests. 
Some find it rather easy to live, while 
others find it a constant challenge. This 
is due in part to difference of 


personality, temperament and 


circumstance. 


relationships and the centrality of the inner sanctum that no 
human being may violate.” 


Celibacy is a topic about which there has been much discus- 
sion and controversy. It is important that we understand how 
celibacy is related to priesthood. The Church presents celibacy 
to priests and candidates to priesthood as a reality which has 
far more meaning and richness than a mere law or discipline. It 
is a “qualification” which enhances the effectiveness of our wit- 
ness to the Gospel and the fruitfulness of our ministry. It is truly 
an offering — a sacrifice — publicly given for the sake of the 
Kingdom of heaven. Indeed, it transcends the natural order and 
cannot be maintained without God's grace. 


166 


ESSAYS ON THE CHURCH 


The candidate for priesthood must understand this form of 
life not as something imposed from without, but rather as an 
expression of his own free giving which, in turn, is accepted 
and ratified by the Church. 


I firmly believe and accept what the Church teaches about 
the value of celibacy and its relationship to priesthood. 


I know, however, that the life of celibacy in the practical 
order is not the same for all priests. Some find it rather easy to 
live, while others find it a constant challenge. This is due in part 
to difference of personality, temperament and circumstance. 
But, it is also due to another reality that must be frankly admit- 
ted. Celibacy is perceived and accepted by some in the way the 
Church sees it: a genuine charism, a gift of the Spirit. It flows 
from a personal spiritual call to the celibate life. 


Others, however, do not perceive celibacy in this way. They 
are celibate because of their generous and selfless response to 
what they consider simply a discipline of the Church rather 
than a personal charism which is inherent in their call to the 
priesthood as it is mediated and affirmed by the Church. 


Whatever the perception, I urge priests and all persons not to 
see celibacy as a negative reality. It is intimately connected with 
our mission as priests and with the quality and dynamism of 
our ministry. It is a sign of our total dedication to the Lord and 
also a means of freeing ourselves so that we may commit our- 
selves more fully to the service of God and the human family. 


Moreover, we believe that God gives us the graces needed to 
live the life of celibacy. Unless we priests understand and 
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accept celibacy in this way, our ministry will be impeded. 
Celibacy is not meant to turn us into unloving, insensitive bach- 
elors. Rather, celibacy, correctly understood, truly cherished 
and lived with integrity, can help intensify our love for the Lord 
and for the people we serve. 


Since celibacy involves a commitment to accept and inte- 
grate the gift of human sexuality in a special way, it reflects not 
a denial of the human need for intimacy but a decision to live 
out intimacy in a particular way. Growth in the life of celibacy 
means growing in the capacity to love others without seeking 
the exclusivity of marriage. The mature and prayerful celibate 
priest is one whose “emptiness” is filled up with love of God 
and God's people. 


I know you have heard other points of view. I just wanted to 
share mine with you. 


JANUARY 18, 1991 
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Community & prayer: The 
powerful secret of an active 


Church 


a aes is a story about a priest 
who was a very good man — but not a very good driver. One 
day he was driving along on a winding road; he missed a turn 
and went into a ditch. A parishioner came along as this was 
happening. Recognizing his pastor, he stopped and 
approached the car. “Are you hurt?” he asked. His pastor 
answered, “No, I have the Lord riding with me.” The parishioner 
chuckled and said, “Well, you'd better let Him ride with me. 
You'll kill Him the way you drive.” 


The wonder is that after 2,000 years the Gospel is still alive — 
considering the group of people to whom the Lord entrusted it. 
We have our flaws. Still, Jesus Christ calls us His own. 


The amazing thing about the Church is that it has not only sur- 
vived, but that it claims millions of the world’s people as mem- 
bers. How did this happen? Where did the power come from? 
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The wonder is that after 2,000 years the 
Gospel is still alive — considering the 
group of people to whom the Lord 


entrusted it. We have our flaws. Still, 


Jesus Christ calls us His own. 


Acts 1:14 tells us, “Together the disciples devoted themselves 
to constant prayer.” There it is in a nutshell — the secret of an 
active Church: community and prayer. These combine the hori- 
zontal and vertical dimensions of life. 


Community means more than simply “being together.” It 
refers to a quality of interaction, of caring, of looking out for 
one another because we are all one in Christ. 


In the earliest days of the Church, a Roman named Aristides 
described Christians to the Emperor Hadrian like this: 


“They love one another. They never fail to help widows. 
They look after orphans. If they have something, they give 
freely to those who have nothing. If they see strangers, they 
take them home and are happy, as though they were real 
brothers and sisters.” 


It was that quality of caring, so unique in that pagan empire, 
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that most impressed those who encountered early Christians. 
That quality is still one of the Church's greatest assets. 


As one missionary put it, “Everyone who belongs to Christ 
belongs to everyone who belongs to Christ.” We are a family. We 
belong to one another. The quality of our community life deter- 
mines to a great extent the power of our witness. Community is 
essential to the life of the Body of Christ. 


A second source of power for the Church is prayer. Many of 
you know that some of the fastest growing parish communities 
in the world are in Africa. 


One American reporter was interviewing an African mission- 
ary, asking about the “techniques” that made evangelization so 
successful. The missionary replied in frustration, “You journal- 
ists! You want to know about our programs — but you never ask 
us about our prayers!” 


Prayer is an indispensable element of a church which is “on 
fire” with the Holy Spirit. Prayer not only opens up the store- 
houses of heaven, it also causes us to take to heart the causes 
for which we pray. 


Some of the greatest moments of history have occurred when 
people prayed so intently that God was able to use them as 
answers to their own prayers. Mother Teresa prayed for God to 
save the needy and the dying of India — and God seemed to 
tell her, “I want you to help Me.” 


Every time we pray, God looks for someone to answer our 
prayers. In one way or another, it always seems to involve the 
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one who is doing the praying. That is perhaps why we are 
sometimes afraid to pray. Prayer is involving ourselves in the 
work of God. 


There is a device, often called “the ultimate listening device,” 
which sits near the North Pole. Twenty-four hours a day, every 
day of the year, it sends out signals deep into outer space. The 
reason? To see if anybody out there is listening. The signals go 
out while the scientists wait quietly for any response. 


For years and years believers have been involved in a similar 
mission. Day after day prayers are directed to the One Who 
does see and does listen — and Who honors our prayers. Today, 
20 centuries after Christ walked this earth, there are more peo- 
ple who call him “Lord” than ever before. 


Community and prayer. The horizontal and the vertical. 
Where one or the other is absent, there is a poverty of authentic 
joy and power. Wherever both are present in the life of the 
Church, wonderful things can and do occur. Just look around! 


JUNE 8, 1990 
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May our Church offer 


‘a 1,000 welcomes’ 


| have noticed a certain word on 
the signs outside of many churches. The word is “welcome.” | 
am glad to see this. It is a great indication that each person will 
find warm hospitality inside. 


The act of “visiting” is something that I do a lot of as a bishop. 
And I can tell you how nice it is to be received warmly. It cer- 
tainly puts me at ease when others reach out to make me feel 
welcome. And | find that this is regularly the situation here in 
the diocese, and for this I am most appreciative. 


I might ask you, though, how have you been received when 
you have visited another parish? Do you feel welcome? Do peo- 
ple introduce themselves to you and let you know that they are 
glad that you came and hope that you will come back again 
soon? You know, | am sure, what fine sentiments a good wel- 
come creates and causes to linger. 
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Do you remember some years ago when a 
visitor to our home was always given the 
best chair in the living room; the best 
china was taken out and the best of 
whatever food was on hand was 
presented? And although the protest 
“vou shouldn’t have gone to all this 
trouble,” was uttered, the visitor was 


left very certain that he or she was most 


welcome indeed. 


These good memories of hospitality can spur us on to wel- 
come the visitors in our midst in our own parish churches. 
Almost any weekend there will be visitors among us. Maybe it is 
someone from another neighborhood or town; maybe it is 
someone of another faith tradition; maybe it is someone who is 
searching for a faith community. 


No matter who the visitor is or for what reason he or she is pre- 
sent, one thing remains the same. Jesus taught us that whatever 
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we do for the least of His brothers and sisters, we do for Him. “I 
was a stranger,” Jesus said, “and you welcomed me” (Mt. 25:35). 


Do you remember some years ago when a visitor to our home 
was always given the best chair in the living room; the best china 
was taken out and the best of whatever food was on hand was 
presented. And although the protest “You shouldn't have gone to 
all this trouble,” was uttered, the visitor was left very certain that 
he or she was most welcome indeed. 


Hospitality is truly a Christian tradition in its deepest sense. 
The monasteries were well known for their graciousness to trav- 
elers and strangers. The Bible itself was a world where hospitality 
ranked among the greatest of the virtues. It is actually in terms of 
hospitality that Christ will pronounce judgment on us on the Last 
Day: “For I was hungry, | was thirsty, I was a stranger... and you 
took care of me.” 


The Irish have an expression, “Cead Mile Failte,” which means 
‘A hundred thousand welcomes.” I sincerely hope that this 
could be applied to the spirit every visitor finds in our parishes. | 
would encourage you to watch for someone new in church this 
week and go out to that person with a warm welcome. 


After all, we are one family in Jesus Christ. And, on behalf of 
all of us who are visitors at one time or another, I want to thank 


you sincerely for the hospitality that you extend. 


May each of us offer and find in our parish communities “a 
hundred thousand welcomes!” 


APRIL 12, 1991 
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There is no greater love than th 


to lay down one’s life for one’s 


friends. 
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Parish churches meld your 


search for God 


ah consultation conducted by 
the American Bishops in preparation for the 1987 Synod of 
Bishops indicated that when people talk about where God is 
present in their lives, “the primary place they identify is their 
family. The next is their parish.” 


Thus Archbishop John May, who was president of the U.S. 
Bishops’ Conference at the time, was able to tell the Synod of 
Bishops, “The universal Church is realized for most Catholics in 
the parish.” I don’t think that such a statement would surprise 
any one of us. 


Polls do not really tell the living story of the Catholic Church, 
nor do writers. But parish life does. Like the family unit in a 
nation, the importance of parish life to the Church is often hid- 
den under the routine things that are done every day without 
fanfare. The parish is a living document, dying a little each time 
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Great churches are those in which 
people find themselves loved in a very 
real way — where Christ is 
acknowledged to be the center of 


the parish community. We are 


God’s own family. 


it loses a member, leaving its full-life story only in the archives 
of God's infinite mind. 


The parish church is in many ways the heart of the communi- 
ty and the heart of the neighborhood. What does the parish 
church say? It says that a religious community is present. It says 
that this is a place that is committed to service. And most 
importantly, it says that Jesus Christ is here. 


The parish church stands as a sign of hope. It has been said 
that true friendship begins only when people share a common 
memory and can say to each other, “Do you remember 
when...?” Each of us, as members of the Church, belongs to a 
great community of people united by a common experience 
and a common memory of Our Lord, and a common mission 
of service to others. 
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There really is no conflict between the stewardship of a 
parish church and a ministry of serving the poor, the hungry 
and the uneducated. We cannot do very much without build- 
ings. Buildings are critical for a community that seeks to serve 
and interact with society — and lead society towards God. 


So many have been blessed over the years by their associa- 
tion with their parish. How do we respond in love to God for 
all that we have received? We do it by passing His love on to 
others. And how do we do that? I believe we begin right 
where we are. 


Great churches are not necessarily those with impressive 
architecture. Great churches are those in which people find 
themselves loved in a very real way — where Christ is 
acknowledged to be the center of the parish community. We 
are God's own family. 


A father was trying to entertain his children one day by 
telling them the story of their family. He said to them, 
“Geographically, we are very representative. Your mother was 
born in the Midwest. I was born in Oregon. Some of you were 
born in Ohio, one in Massachusetts and one in New York.” Little 
Jane, who had been listening very intently, spoke up and said, 
“Isn't it wonderful how we all got together!" 


Look around your parish church. Isn’t it wonderful that we all 
got together — from different backgrounds, of different ages, 
from different parts of the country? And yet, we are gathered in 
the Church, united in Jesus Christ. 


Our responsibility as Christians is to love each other — to 
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work together for the good of the Church. We are the family 
of God, after all. Simply to tolerate one another is not 
enough. In the Church of Jesus Christ, we must care for each 
other intensely. 


Our churches communicate many things. They speak to us of 
the presence of God among us. They communicate beauty, wor- 
ship and hope. They offer welcome to people who may be 
unknown to us by name, even unseen by us in our busy lives. 


When people talk about where God is present in their lives, 
“the primary place they identify is their family. The next place is 
their parish.” “The universal Church is realized for most 
Catholics in the parish.” 


We pray that our churches will continue to be centers where 
the parish family serves God — and countless people — now 


and in the days to come. 


JUNE, 19 19 92 
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The priest is one who is set 
apart 


O, Saturday, May 25, I ordained 
eight men to the priesthood for ministry in our diocese. They 
will take up their parish assignments on June 18. We are very for- 
tunate as a diocese to have so many newly-ordained this year. 


What do we understand to be the work of ministry today? A 
generation ago, the title “minister” identified a person whose life 
had been set aside to do Church work. Today, and quite proper- 
ly, the definition of ministry has been broadened to include 
other persons as well as those who have been ordained. 


Through the sacrament of Baptism, we all belong to Christ. 
We are all commissioned to serve Him — whether that be in 
teaching school, raising a family, working on computers or 
consecrating the elements of the Eucharist. Each of us has a 
specific ministry. 
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Christ stands behind His minister, hand 


upon his shoulder, empowering him to 


preach the Gospel. The Lord Himself is 


the model for ministry. 


As Bishop Donald Wuerl has pointed out, Baptism is “the first 
great differentiation” and Holy Orders is “the second great dif- 
ferentiation within Christ's Church. By Baptism, one is distin- 
guished from the world and made a Christian. By Orders, one is 
set apart for the Christian community and made a priest. This 
‘setting apart’ or ‘differentiation’ is not meant to divide or estab- 
lish a class system within Christ's body, but to facilitate the life 
and function of the body.” The priest “has been called to serve 
the people of God in a specific manner and has been charged 
and empowered to help them build up the body of Christ.” 


In spite of the rapid changes that are taking place around us, 
the model for priesthood is still Jesus Christ. He commanded 
his disciples that, after His Ascension, they should continue to 
do what He had been doing. They were to be the extension of 
His life on earth —not in some mechanical sense — but as 
men empowered by the Holy Spirit. The minister as priest must 
understand this. 


Christ stands behind His minister, hand upon his shoulder, 
empowering him to preach the Gospel. The Lord Himself is the 
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model for ministry. 


The priest must be pastoral. The Gospel reported that as Jesus 
went throughout the countryside, speaking with a multitude of 
people, “He had compassion on them.” 


Our diocese is greatly blessed with so many “pastoral” 
priests. They are known for their personal holiness and their 
love for all people. By their faithful pastoral care they reveal 
Christ to others. 


The minister as priest should listen to these words from St. 
Paul, “For me, to live is Christ.” Paul spoke not in arrogance, but 
in humility. I suspect that it means that a priest has no authority 
other than that which is given to him by the Lord through His 
Church. He is the Lord's representative. 


A story related to me might best illustrate this. It was origi- 
nally told years ago by a bishop in France. He gave the 
account of some students from Paris who had assembled at a 
sidewalk cafe. 


In their discussion, one of the students boldly denied any 
belief in God. Another student dared him to cross the street, 
enter Notre Dame Cathedral and repeat this disbelief to a priest. 
The young agnostic accepted the challenge. 


Inside the cathedral he saw an elderly priest, approached 
him and said, “Father, | have come to tell you that there is no 


God and that you have wasted your life in the Church.” 


The white-haired priest smiled and said, “Young man, would 
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you do something for me? Would you walk up to the high altar, 
look up at the cross and say: ‘Jesus Christ died for me and I 
don’t care.” 


The student agreed, walked up the long nave, looked up at 
the cross and said in a loud voice, “Jesus Christ died for me 
and | don’t care!” 


When he returned, the priest asked, “Would you satisfy an 
old man’s whim and do that once again?” 


Impatiently, the student slowly walked up that aisle, stood 
before the cross and said, “Jesus Christ died for me and | 
don’t care.” 


The priest met him as the student walked away and plead- 
ed, “Young man, be patient with me, but would you do that 
once more?” 


This time the student walked even more slowly to the 
sanctuary, then paused for several minutes staring at the cru- 
cifix. After a long interval, he returned to the waiting priest 
and spoke with a soft voice, “Father, | would like you to hear 
my confession.” 


The bishop who originally related that incident ended by 
saying that it was a true story, and that the student of many 
years ago was himself. 


I ask that you pray for our priests that we may always take 
for ourselves Jesus Christ as our model. May His ministry of 
compassion and hope be extended through our lives. And, 
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by the power of the Holy Spirit, may you always see in our 
lives His life. 


JUNE 6, 1991 
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if you do what I command you. 


JOHN 15:14 
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We are to support, pray for 
and encourage one another 


a oe king of a distant land once 
went out alone on horseback. A visitor to the country was 
surprised to see the king unattended. He asked one of the 
citizens if the king didn’t have a bodyguard. The citizen 
thought for a moment and then replied with pride, “We are 
all his bodyguard.” 


In October we observe “World Mission Sunday.” It reminds us 
that all of us have a stake in seeing that the Church is faithfully 
carrying on the work of Christ. That is why we commit our 
prayers and our presence, our gifts and our service. We are car- 
rying on what Christ initiated and the Holy Spirit confirmed 
within the Body of Christ. 


We need one another. Our faith was never meant to be lived 
in isolation. People who say, “Jesus, yes; the Church, no,” simply 
do not understand the Gospel. We are to support, pray for and 
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People who say, “Jesus, yes; the 
Church, no,” simply do not understand 
the Gospel. We are to support, pray for 


and encourage one another. We have a 


message and a ministry for the world. 


encourage one another. We have a message and a ministry for 
the world. 


The early Church did not confine itself to ministry to its own 
members. If it had, it would not have spread worldwide, as the 
Scriptures make clear for us. The Church has a message to pro- 
claim and a ministry to offer that is directed to the world for 
which Christ died. 


I am so grateful for the opportunity the Diocese of Cleveland 
has to serve in a missionary capacity in El Salvador. Our mis- 
sionaries are doing a tremendous amount of good for the 
Church. | am also very thankful for the people of the Diocese 
who are always so generous and loving in response to the 
needs of the missions — close to home and far away. 


Jesus Christ died and rose for a great and mighty cause — for 
the salvation of people like you and me. But He did this for 
more than just you and me: for the young person whose father 
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disappeared and whose meals are purchased with food stamps; 
for the teenager who is confused about the meaning of life and 
is searching for God. 


That blood was shed for the family in Central America 
which is trying to eke out an existence in a pocket of severe 
poverty, and for the elderly couple behind the Iron Curtain 
who still try to learn about the teachings of Jesus Christ, in 
spite of great opposition. 


Christ shed His blood for the world. He loves the world — 
and everyone in it. Ministry to our own is not enough. Our role 
— our mission — is to care about the world: those who are 
members of our worshiping community and those who are 
not,those who are Catholic and those who are not, those in our 
own country and those in other countries. 


We must care for everyone. Why? Because Christ cares. Mission 
Sunday gives us another opportunity to show that we do too. 


OCTOBER 12, 1990 
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I no longer speak of you as slaves, 
for a slave does not know what his 
master is about. 

Instead, I call you friends, 
since I have made known to you all 
that I heard from my Father. 


JOHN 15:15 
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Shorthanded priests pressing 
to serve all 


<4 
H. ain't heavy... he’s my broth- 
er.” Each of you, because of our common baptism, our oneness 
in Christ, is brother and sister to me. As your brother and bish- 
op, I rejoice when you rejoice, I grieve when you grieve. 
Especially when you find life difficult and painful, I want to 
speak to you of God's love and mercy. 


Many of you live daily with spiritual pain — a marriage that 
has become loveless, children that suffer from addiction, the 
feeling of God’s absence rather than God's presence. Others of 
you experience the pain of unemployment or work that is rou- 
tine and meaningless. You struggle to make ends meet, to send 
your children to Catholic schools. Still others of you suffer from 
sickness of body or loneliness of heart. 


In your suffering as well as in your rejoicing, I want to stand 
with you as your brother and bishop. 
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There are times when the priests of our 
diocese have carried me. Their goodness 
and friendship, time after time, have 


lifted my spirit when | felt tired or 


discouraged. 


There is a special relationship, however, between a bishop 
and his priests. While aware of your struggles, | want to say a 
word about the struggles of priests. 


One of the strengths we priests draw upon as we face our 
own struggles is the fraternity of the priesthood. There is a 
unique, fraternal bond among priests. The call to priesthood in 
Christ makes us brothers to each other. Brothers are meant to 
carry each other, to be there for each other. 


There are times when the priests of our diocese have carried 
me. Their goodness and friendship, time after time, have lifted 
my spirit when I felt tired or discouraged. 


I must tell you that my priests are quite weary. As you know, 
there are significantly fewer of them now than there were in the 
1960's and our parishes continue to grow. They are remarkably 
good and generous men, these priests of the Diocese of 
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Cleveland. Some of them are generous and good to an heroic 
degree. 


Because of the diminishing numbers of priests serving our 
parishes and the heavy burdens they carry, I am, quite frankly, 
concermed about them. They simply can’t keep giving of their 
time and energy the way they have in the past. 


So I ask you, the people of the Diocese of Cleveland, to con- 
tinue to love your priests. If possible, love them more. 
Appreciate them and support them to the best of your ability. 


As difficult as this is for me, I need to ask you to ask less of 
them. Expect them to prepare well for their preaching and 
sacramental ministry, expect them to be there at those 
moments of pastoral need such as sickness and death, expect 
them to be there when a crisis reveals the sting of the cross. At 
those times, they will be there if it is humanly possible. 


There will be times, however, when you won't see them. 
This may be disturbing to you for, in the past, “Father” was 
always there. They simply can’t attend parish functions and 
organizational meetings to the extent they once did. They may 
not be able to visit hospitalized parishioners as often as you 
would like. They may not be in the classroom as regularly as 
they were. 


For the most part this is not by choice. Most priests work 
harder than they should, and while there may be a few who do 


not, the vast majority are dangerously overextended. 


Do not hesitate to turn with confidence to their pastoral asso- 
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ciates, those permanent deacons, religious and lay ministers 
who serve on the staffs of your parishes. These good people, 
well trained and dedicated, likewise minister to you in the 
name of Christ. 


This last quarter of the 20th century has not been an easy 
time for my brother priests. They are keenly aware of their short- 
comings and limitations. 


As you know, a few of them have encountered serious diffi- 
culty and brought about serious harm. But the vast majority of 
the priests of this diocese are truly dedicated, talented and hard 
working men, and | am proud to be their brother. 


I happen to believe that the priests of the last quarter of this 
century will hold a high place in the annals of our Church. 
They have courageously ministered to the People of God during 
a period of breathtaking renewal that has challenged and 
reshaped the identity and role of the priest. They have been 
studied, measured, critiqued and evaluated as no other profes- 
sion. And through it all, they have remained men of boundless 
good will, faith and hope. 


I know my priests appreciate your support, friendship and 
prayer in these challenging, difficult and demanding days. 


Lighten their burden with your understanding and your care. 


NOVEMBER 8, 1991 
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Vocation Week: celebrate 
the gift 


66 
k got are gift.” The message is 
simple. In fact, it is so simple it would be easy to ignore the 
message and pass it off as something trite. It is, however, a fun- 
damental message which we need to proclaim and to hear. 
Vocation Week offers us the opportunity to do both. 


There is a story told of a young woman who dreamed one 
night that she was walking through an amazing shopping 
mall. The mall contained the most unusual and interesting 
stores, each of which sold oddities from around the world 
and beyond. 


One store, in particular, caught her attention. Outside the 
shop was a brilliant neon sign announcing the store's name, 
“The Heart's Desire.” Upon entering the establishment, she was 
Surprised to see God sitting behind the sales counter. 


195 


VOLUME ONE * NUMBER FORTY-THREE 


Gifts, like seeds, 
are of little use unless 
they are unwrapped. Just like the shell 
of a seed breaks open 
to emit new life when it is planted, 
so too the gift that each person 
is and the gifts which 
each person has are often 
not fully appreciated until 
they are recognized and begin 


to bear fruit. 


“What are you doing here?” the woman asked. 


God quickly answered with a smile, “Why, I’m the proprietor 
of this fine establishment. How may I be of service to you 
today, madame?” 
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Looking around, the woman asked, “Well, what exactly is it 
you sell here?” 


“Everything your heart desires!” God said. 


Almost unable to believe her ears, the woman quickly began 
to think of those things she desired most in life. “I want happi- 
ness, health, wisdom, freedom from fear, and an extra large 
helping of love.” 


Then, almost as an afterthought, she added, “And not just for 
me, but for everyone I know.” 


“Madame,” God responded with an even bigger smile, “you 
must have misunderstood me. | don’t sell fruits here. Only seeds.” 


Gifts, like seeds, are of little use unless they are unwrapped. 
Just like the shell of a seed breaks open to emit new life when it 
is planted, so too the gift that each person is and the gifts which 
each person has are often not fully appreciated until they are 
recognized and begin to bear fruit. The challenge for us lies in 
the recognition and encouragement of both the gift and the 
giftedness of each individual. 


Of what value is the bag lady who walks the streets of down- 
town Cleveland? How important to the world is the elderly man 
who will live out his life in a local nursing home? Why should 
we be concerned about the contribution of a life that is yet to 
be born? Why bother to challenge young people today with 
Gospel values when our society offers values which are obvi- 
ously more attractive? 
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Of what significance is the fidelity of a husband and wife, the 
witness of single persons, or the service of those in the vowed 
and ordained ways of life? 


The answer to each of these questions is only hinted at in 
realizing that the mystery to each human life is intimately inter- 
twined with the mystery of God's life, that within each life is 
revealed the gift of God’s own life in and for the world. 


Vocation Week reminds us of this, as we recall that each 
person has a vocation, that each human life has a purpose 
which no other person can fulfill, and that each of us is both 
God's gift to creation and gifted to help bring creation to the 
fullness of God. 


Vocation Week, in particular, challenges us to reflect upon 
the unique calling and contribution of the vowed and ordained 
ways of life. The lives of sisters, brothers, deacons and priests 
are meant to remind all of us of the mystery of God's life inter- 
twined with our own. 


Through the witness of their ministries of service, their lives 
uniquely reveal to us how God can use both the gift that a per- 
son is and the gifts that a person has as channels of the life giv- 
ing presence of the Spirit in our world. 


During the celebration of Vocation Week, we should seek a 
deeper appreciation of the gift that we are to our world and of 
our giftedness with which we can transform our world for the 
sake of the Gospel. It is also a time for recognizing the gift and 
giftedness of those who serve the Church community as sisters, 
brothers, deacons and priests and for encouraging others to 
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consider sharing their gifts in the vowed and ordained ways of 
life. Together, we form the community of faith, both gift and gift- 
ed, a seed of hope for the future. 


OCTOBER 26, 1990 
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The Christ Child: a diamond 


wrapped in a cardboard box 


When one little fellow was told 
about his new baby sister, he was not impressed. When he went 
to school the following day, his teacher remarked, “I heard you 
have a new member in your family.” 


“Oh, yeah,” he replied. 


“What's the matter?” his teacher asked. “Aren’t you happy to 
have a new sister?” 


He answered, “Yes, I guess. But there are a lot of things we 
needed more.” 


I am certain that when some people hear the Christmas story 
for the first time, their initial reaction is that what the world 
needs most is not another baby! How wrong they are. 
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Who would think to look in a stable for 
the incarnate Son of God? Mary knew. 
Joseph knew. And so did a few star- 
struck shepherds and some weary 
astrologers. No one else paid any 
attention to the angels or followed the 
star. The rest of the world saw only a 


plain manger in a Bethlehem stable. It 


did not realize that it contained the 


advent of love into this strife-torn 


world. 


Someone has said that when God wants something done in 
this world, He has a baby born. We know that was true of the 
birth of Jesus of Nazareth. The prophet had spoken of old, “The 
virgin shall be with child and bear a son and shall name him 
Emmanuel,” a name which means “God is with us.” 


ESSAYS ON THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR 


It was in a stable that Jesus was born. What plain and shabby 
surroundings these were for the birth of the Messiah. 


A diamond miner found one of the world’s largest diamonds. 
He needed to get it safely to the company’s office in London, so 
he got a small steel box and hired four men to carry it. 


But when the steel box was opened in London, all it con- 
tained was a lump of coal. Three days later, the diamond 
arrived by ordinary parcel post in a plain package. The miner 
had assumed correctly that most people would not pay any 
attention to an ordinary cardboard box. 


Something like that took place that first Christmas. Who 
would think to look in a stable for the incarnate Son of God? 
Mary knew. Joseph knew. And so did a few starstruck shep- 
herds and some weary astrologers. No one else paid any atten- 
tion to the angels or followed the star. The rest of the world saw 
only a plain manger in a Bethlehem stable. It did not realize 
that it contained the advent of love into this strife-torn world. 


Let me paint another picture for you. In Edinburgh, Scotland, 
there is a place called “The Museum of Childhood.” It is filled 
with childhood treasures: teddy bears and puppets, rocking 
horses and model trains — and cases and cases of dolls. Most 
are the dolls of privileged children. 


Off in a corner is another case. Behind its glass pane, a doll 
sits alone. It’s an old raggedy doll, much worse for the wear. A 
sign on the case says, “Doll belonging to a London slum child, 
circa 1905.” 
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The doll’s body is made of tattered brown socks, stuffed with 
rags. Its arms are two thin sticks of wood, covered in wool. Its 
head is the heel of a shoe. Its hair is a stocking. It wears a plain 
gingham dress and a rough linen apron. It was made with 
painstaking effort. 


Some might call it ugly, but they would be wrong — very 
wrong. It was created by parents who were very poor; all they 
could give their child was their boundless love. 


Somewhere in the London slums of 1905 a sad and sorry doll 
was born. That doll can bring tears to your eyes because it is so 
pitiful — and because it is so very beautiful. 


If you cannot appreciate these stories, you may find it diffi- 
cult to appreciate the story of Christmas. A diamond wrapped 
in a plain cardboard box — that is like the Christ Child. A pitiful 
doll loved into beauty — that is like us. Who are we that God 
should love us so? 


The world might cynically remark that all it needs is one 
more baby! But that is its greatest need. For that baby brought 


love into the world. 


We celebrate that love this Christmas: love for one another, 
love for the Christ Child, and, most of all, God’s love for us. 


DECEMBER-22, 1989 
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Dare to dream and to make a 
difference 


I has been said that “once or 
twice in a century an issue arises... so far reaching in its conse- 
quences, and so deep in its foundation, that it calls every per- 
son to take a stand.” In January, we recall two events that have 
changed the people of the United States. 


On January 20 we celebrate the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
He was a man with a dream. He believed in nonviolence, yet 
met a violent death. He was a friend for all. He had the courage 
of his convictions and the vision of a prophet. 


Martin Luther King, Jr shared his dream. He touched the 
hearts and minds of the American people. He challenged his 
brothers and sisters to speak the truth and stand up for their 
right to be equal. The chains of racial segregation and discrimi- 
nation that bound us as a people were destroyed. We changed. 
We believed. 
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ife is a gift from God. Life is sacred. 


3 


L 
Life is more important than wealth or 
success. The right to life is more 
important than the right to personal 
choices. Reverence for life is 


foundational for us as a human 


community. 


On January 22 we remember another event that has changed 
the American people. In 1973, the Supreme Court in two deci- 
sions, Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton, ruled that an unborn 
child has no right to life in our country. While the court never 
declared an unborn child not to be a human being, it did make 
unborn children noncitizens with no protections under the law. 


In these last 19 years, abortion has become the substitute for 
long-range answers. It is the “quick fix” for the problems of 
teenage pregnancy, “unwanted” children, and abuse; as well as 
problems with the economy, the poor and the underprivileged. 


In accepting abortion, values changed. Today, we live in a 
society where, for many, having money and material things, per- 
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sonal success and prestige, the guarantee of “choice” is more 
important than family, indeed more important than life itself. 
We have changed. What do we believe? 


Many speculate that the Supreme Court will overturn its 1973 
rulings. Whatever the court does, we must speak the truth as we 
know it. We must, like Martin Luther King, Jr, be willing to be 
seen as extremists. He once asked his followers, “Will we be 
extremists for hate, or will we be extremists for love?” Jesus was 
an extremist for love, truth and justice. Can we be any less? 


Life is a gift from God. Life is sacred. Life is more important 
than wealth or success. The right to life is more important than 
the right to personal choices. Reverence for life is foundational 
for us as a human community. The natural choice is life. We 
know this to be true. We must dare to dream that in speaking 
this truth that we can make a difference. 


Ironically, we find that too often abortions take place not for 
“pro-choice” reasons, but because pregnant women believed 
that they had no choice. They didn’t know where to turn. They 
were confused, embarrassed, poor, at risk of losing their job, or 
pressured by family and friends. One telephone survey found 
that 91 out of 100 women who had had abortions did so 
because they believed they had no choice. 


This survey finding clearly demonstrates that all of us must 
do everything we can to provide choices other than abortion. 


Women who are faced with an unplanned pregnancy need 
our financial and emotional support, they need job security, 
they need freedom from fear, embarrassment and insecurity. 
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They need us to be ready to walk with them and be their support. 


We need to publicize and make known the many services 
that are available through our diocesan social service agencies 
and our parishes. Education on our moral beliefs is not 
enough. We must be ready to offer help with whatever prob- 
lems exist if we want people to choose life instead of abortion. 


If you know of someone who is faced with these choices, let 
her know we want to help. You may not know what services are 
available. Call us, and we will help you find them. 


We will continue to work on legislation, services and pro- 
grams that mothers and fathers and children need. 


We must work together in finding available services, in pro- 
viding assistance that isn’t readily available. Together we can 
find a way. 


I mourn a world that teaches that life is disposable, that 
teaches children they are not valued, that engages in violence, 
consents to hunger, allows racism. But I too have a dream. 


1 believe we are challenged and supported by God's pres- 
ence and promise. One person can make a difference. You 


could be that person. 


JANUARY 17, 1992 
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Lighting the way for 
Christians to follow 


li is already nearly 40 days since 
Christmas. Every February 2, is the feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord in the Temple. Forty days after the birth of a child, a 
Jewish woman was expected to go up to the temple and give 
thanks to God and make an offering for her first-born son. If 
they were very poor, as Mary and Joseph were, they could offer 
a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons instead of a lamb. 
This is the event we celebrate. 


It is also the custom to bless candles on this feastday. 
Whatever gave rise to the custom, it is appropriate when you 
remember that an elderly prophet named Simeon greeted the 
child Jesus with the hymn we call the “Nunc dimittis,” which we 
pray every night at Compline. At the end of the hymn, Simeon 
says that Our Lord will be “a revealing light to the Gentiles and 
the glory of God’s people Israel.” 
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The candle, in Christian ceremonies, is always meant to 
remind us of Christ who is the Light of the World. That is why 
the paschal candle is blessed and lit and dipped into the font at 
the Easter Vigil. That is why the parents or godparents hold a 
candle when a child is baptized. He is the Light that enlightens 
everyone coming into the world. The Church, remembering 
Simeon's prophecy, tries to give expression to this idea of light 
shining in the darkness by making a great display of candles. 


Have you ever noticed how different a person’s face looks 
when it has a candle held quite close to it? You get unaccus- 
tomed shadows and highlights; the eyebrows show up more 
and it’s quite a different face. 


The effect varies. Sometimes you find a person is much bet- 
ter looking under the treatment — sometimes much worse. We 
don’t all light up equally as well. 


What if everybody, instead of having their faces lit up, could 
have their consciences suddenly lit up? That is what happened 
in Jerusalem and what happened in the world when Christ, the 
great Light, the great Lamp of Truth, came into it. 


Everyone who came close to him showed up in a new way in 
that light. Everyone's conscience was thrown into strong relief, 
as people's features are thrown into strong relief by candle light, | 
and you see the dark lines drawn darker. 


People who had looked quite obscure suddenly appeared in 
shining beauty of soul. Others, who had seemed only moder- : 
ately evil till then, suddenly showed up as awful to look at. That 
was what happened when the Light came into the world. 


212 : 


ESSAYS ON THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR 


Then Simeon continues, “that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be laid bare.” The thoughts were there all the time, but 
they were not revealed. People did not make their inner 
thoughts fully known, even to themselves, until Our Lord came, 
the Light who showed them up for what they were. 


The shepherds on the hill were good, honest people. They 
went and saw the child Jesus in his crib and it turned them into 
Christian missionaries. 


Herod was a wicked man and everybody knew it. But 
nobody knew how terribly cruel he was until a child was born 
in Bethlehem, and Herod massacred the Holy Innocents. 
Christmas Day showed him up for the treacherous coward that 
he was. Everybody who comes across Jesus of Nazareth is 
either the better or the worse for it. 


“Like master, like servant,” says the proverb. And we know 
only one Master, Jesus Christ. How is it that there can be any 
discrepancy between His life and ours, between His way of 
looking at things and ours? 


Let us ask Our Lady, on this feast of the Presentation of her 
Son, to teach us something of the secret by which her heart, at 
Bethlehem and at Calvary, became the mirror of her Son’s light. 


And let us ask Him to show us our consciences under the 
illumination of His dazzling love for us. 


May our hearts be further enlightened and renewed with his 
burning charity. For by love and by love alone can we win the 
world for Jesus Christ. Christ will light up the world if we bring 


213 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER FORTY-SIX 


Him to it — if only to the little corner of the world where most 
of us live. 


JANUARY: 3°0,: 1992 


it was ) chose you 


to go forth and bear fruit. 
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Your fruit must endure, 


so that all you ask the Father in my 
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he will give you. 
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Season of Lent: 40 days to 
reflect, prioritize what’s 
important in life 


I has been said that those who 
are well-satisfied and content pay little attention to the Gospel 
of God. For some strange reason, which only a profound believ- 
er can understand, the invitation to “repent and believe the 
Good News” has limited appeal. 


For this reason, the 40 days of Lent are restricted to those 
described in the Scriptures... the poor and the hungry, the 
blind and the lame, the weak and the sinful, the sick and the 
weary, the tax collector and the prostitute, the captive and the 
oppressed, the downtrodden and the persecuted; those who 
weep and mourn; those who long for justice and peace; the 
least, the last and the lost. 


For these, to “repent and believe the Good News” is an invita- 
tion. For the rest, it is a warning. For us, it is a time to reflect and 
pay attention to the Gospel. 
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Literally, “to repent” means “to 
reconsider” everything we take for 
granted — our life, our health, our 

work, our property, our commitments, 


our faith, our weaknesses, 


and even our sins. 


The first to listen to Jesus and His message were those who 
recognized that they wanted more out of life. The first to seek 
the Kingdom of God were those who realized that this world 
was passing away. The first to “repent and believe” were those 
who began to hunger and thirst for something they never imag- 
ined could be theirs. 


The first to follow Jesus were those who became attracted by 
His ability to speak the truth and His willingness to stand up to 
the forces of evil and oppression and injustice. 


For them, “repentance” did not mean giving up something; it 
meant a radical liberation from the persons and places and 
things that were in fact keeping them down. 


For too long we have suspected that “repentance” and “con- 
version” are reserved for those who enjoy having a bad time. 
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But the sequence of events for those who leave all things to fol- 
low Christ is a journey filled with wholeness and well-being and 
a joy that not even human suffering or death can overcome. 


At the beginning of Lent we receive ashes as a kind of para- 
dox to the Gospel admonition that we must do our penance in 
private, that we should wash our faces and not look gloomy, 
that we should perform our acts of charity in secret so as not to 
bring attention to ourselves. 


I suppose we might even be a little amused as we look in the 
mirror and see ourselves. But the Christian, and especially the 
repentant Christian, is a paradox to the world. 


Literally, “to repent” means “to reconsider” everything we take 
for granted — our life, our health, our work, our property, our 
commitments, our faith, our weaknesses, and even our sins. 


To repent does not simply mean to abandon these things, but 
to acknowledge them for what they really are or for what they 
ultimately mean, and to make a decision about them that will 
set us free. 


Repentance is not simply a matter of keeping a stiff upper lip 
as we endure pain. It’s the ability to relax and open ourselves to 
the possibility of facing the truth, and accepting reality, and 
leaving some things in the hands of a loving God. 


Repentance is not just an examination of conscience or an 
inward journey. Rather, it is a consciousness about life itself 
which has the power to lead us out of ourselves to God and to 
our neighbor and to our world. 
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The Gospel for Ash Wednesday (Matt. 6:1-6, 16-18) invites us 
to do three things as a way of stimulating the process of conver- 
sion and repentance: 1) to pray; 2) to fast; and 3) to give alms. 


The purpose of the Christian life is “union with God.” Prayer, 
fasting and alms assist us in this communion. But they do not 
accomplish it automatically. 


First, we must pray like Jesus — not asking “my will to be 
done” but for “thy will to be accomplished.” I ask you to pray 
this way during Lent. Ask God for what you need, but also make 
it clear that you can live without it, if it is God’s will. 


This prayer of abandonment fosters a sense of trust in God’s 
providence. See if you can pray this way for 40 days — and I 
assure you, your prayer will always be answered — but on 
God's terms and in God's good time. 


Second, please fast. Give something up, whatever it is you 
need to fast from. But remember, the reason for the fast is so 
that you will begin to experience real spiritual hunger. 


True fasting actually means “eating just a little so that you 
leave the table slightly hungry.” This will assist your remember- 
ing that the world is hungry not only for food but for justice and 
peace, for healing and reconciliation, for understanding and 
freedom. This will bring you closer to God and to the hunger 
and thirst of God’s people in the world. 


Third, give alms to the poor — but don’t let anyone know 
where the alms came from. In this way, the poor will begin to 
suspect that God has not abandoned them, and that there is 
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some hope for the future. 


Do not let your right hand know what your left hand is doing. 
In this way, you will not be the object of praise, but God will be 
praised. You will see that all good gifts come from the Creator. 


The poor and needy will only have God to thank — and you 
and those in need together will secretly rejoice in God's love for 
the world. 


Finally, we must understand that Lent is something we do 
together — as a community of people and a household of faith. 


There are children and teenagers — and middle-agers and 
the elderly. There are the catechumens who are with us for the 
first time. There are alienated Catholics, or some who are wait- 
ing to be readmitted to the sacraments again. 


There are the faithful churchgoers and those who only come 
for occasions. There are the well-informed, and the unin- 
formed, and the misinformed. 


But together, we are the people of God, who share one faith, 
one baptism, one Lord. Together, we are the Church. 


As your bishop, | will pray and fast and give alms with you so 
that during the 40 days of Lent we might further the reconcilia- 


tion of our families, our diocese and our world. 


FEBRUARY 16, 1990 
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Lent offers reality to our 
broken world 


bids Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 


The world is at war, again. There is strife in many countries 
on God's earth. There is unrest in the Baltics and in Eastern 
Europe, there is war in the Persian Gulf, there is civil war and 
famine in Africa, there is ongoing misery and violence in 
Central America, there is poverty at home, there is oppression 
in some places and complacency in others. In the midst of all 
this, are we to go on with business as usual? Does not the sea- 
son of Lent offer us another response? 


On Ash Wednesday the prophet Joel declares: 
“Proclaim a fast, call an assembly; 


Gather the people, notify the congregation; 
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The season of Lent invites us to a 
different level of reality. It is much like 
the Samaritan woman who was caught up 
in wonder when she met Jesus at Jacob’s 

well. He invited her to share in and 
thirst after a reality more filled with 


life and more substantial than that 


which ordinarily fills and consumes us. 


Assemble the elders, gather the children and the 
infants at the breast; 


Let the bridegroom quit his room, and the bride her 
chamber. 


Between the porch and the altar let the priests, the 
ministers of the Lord, weep. 


And say, ‘Spare, O Lord, your people, and make not 
your heritage a reproach, with the nations ruling over 
them!’ 
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Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is 
their God?’ 


Then the Lord was stirred to concern... and took pity 
on his people.” (Joel 2:15-18) 


The season of Lent invites us to a different level of reality. It is 
much like the Samaritan woman who was caught up in wonder 
when she met Jesus at Jacob's well. He invited her to share in 
and thirst after a reality more filled with life and more substan- 
tial than that which ordinarily fills and consumes us. 


The Christ who met the woman at the well offers us Himself, 
a share in the living water of eternal life, the fountain of love 
which is God himself. It is this life of love, to which we are 
called, that is truly the ultimate reality; for it is only in Christ's 
message and example of self-giving and concern for others that 
we find the meaning of life and happiness which the ways of a 
divided world alone cannot give. This is God's way: that happi- 
ness and peace are found in the fulfilling joys of self-giving, in 
dying to ourselves so as to be gifts to the world. 


During this season of Lent, then, let us enter the desert with 
Christ that we may thirst for Him and follow His way. If the 
world is too much with us, if we search for happiness in materi- 
al comforts alone, let us first seek to follow Christ so that we 
may hunger and thirst for the peace and justice of His kingdom. 
Where our brothers and sisters are in need, let us reach out to 
them with food, clothing and comfort. In doing this for them, 
we do it for Christ. If our words and actions fragment and hurt, 
let us turn from them to the living Word of God which heals and 
consoles. And, finally, if we are far from the Lord, let us turn to 
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Him more frequently in prayer. 


To those in the Catechumenate preparing for Baptism: may 
you truly be God's Elect! The Lord invites you to thirst for the liv- 
ing waters of Baptism and to hunger for the Bread of Life. 
During these 40 days, may your preparation of heart and spirit 
lead you to enlightenment in Christ that you may be worthy of 
the mystery of Christ crucified and risen. 


To all who are baptized members of the Church, those 
already born anew in the Font of Life: if you have become dry 
and arid by sinfulness or estrangement from Christ's Church, 
turn again to Him. Seek the peace and reconciliation of Christ 
and of His family so that together the tears of our repentance 
may renew the waters of Baptism. 


Thus, may Lent be for all of us a time of true conversion, a 
season of charity, of prayer, of penance and of peace so that we 
may acclaim with those who first heard the good news of the 
Samaritan woman, “We know that this really is the Savior of the 
world.” Let us follow Him to Easter. 


FEBRUARY 1, 1991 
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Lent: An opportunity to 
renew our vocation 


li was a dark and stormy night. 
The priest was walking back to his rectory after having been 
summoned to the nearby hospital on an emergency call. It was 
after he turned down a dark alley, which he often used as a 
shortcut home, that the mugger stepped out of the shadows. At 
gunpoint, the thief demanded that he hand over his wallet. 


As the priest opened his coat to reach inside for his wallet, 
the thief saw his collar and realized he was robbing a priest. 
“Forgive me, Father,” the would-be mugger said. “I had no idea 
you were a priest. You can keep your money.” 


Both shaken and relieved, the priest took out a cigarette and 
offered one to the stranger. “No thank you,” the thief said. “I 


gave up smoking for Lent.” 


The inconsistency here is humorous... and disturbing. For 
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If this Lent is going to be meaningful for 
a lifetime, then perhaps we need to 
start, not by choosing what more we can 
do or what we can give up, but by 
reflecting on our basic choice and 


commitment to Christ as lived out in our 


particular vocations, 


many of us, it is disturbing because it may hit a little too close 
to home. 


Usually, we try to do more for Lent: giving up something, 
attempting to develop our spiritual lives further, deepening our 
involvement in service and outreach to others, or taking on the 
annual traditional Lenten observances of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. Doing more is fine. Whatever we choose to do may 
prove to be very beneficial. However, Lent is not just about 
doing more. 


Lent is a time for getting back to basics. The way we choose 
to observe Lent should lead us beyond its 40 days. If we decide 
to work on our prayer life or become more actively involved in 
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reaching out to the poor, then we should not abandon these 
practices on Easter Sunday simply because Lent is over. 


Lent, as a season of grace, offers us yet another opportunity 
to experience the call to conversion, renewal, and transforma- 
tion in Christ. This call is not just for a liturgical season. It is for 
a lifetime. Therefore, Lent, in a unique way, reminds us of who 
we are as disciples of the Lord and of how we should live out 
that discipleship, as individuals and as a community. 


There is nothing more basic to us as Catholic Christians than 
our baptismal call. In baptism, we share a common vocation — 
the call to grow in holiness within our community. As disciples 
we make a choice for and a commitment to Christ. 


We live out this choice and commitment in the faith com- 
munity through our particular vocation as a married or single 
person or as one living in the vowed or ordained ways of life. 
It is in these particular vocations that we share in the mission 
of the Church — proclaiming Christ by the way we live the 
Gospel as married couples, single persons, sisters, brothers, 
priests, and deacons. 


If this Lent is going to be meaningful for a lifetime, then per- 
haps we need to start, not by choosing what more we can do or 
what we can give up, but by reflecting on our basic choice and 


commitment to Christ as lived out in our particular vocations. 


With this in mind, I offer the following questions for us to 
reflect upon as we begin our Lenten journey. 


How seriously do I take my baptismal call to live a holy life? 
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Do I encourage others to grow in holiness and set the example 
for them by the way I choose to live? How do | live out my com- 
mitment to the Gospel, in my words, actions, and attitudes? In 
what areas of my life do I see the need for improvement? Where 
can | honestly acknowledge the growth and progress | have 
made with God’s help? How do I encourage and support others 
in their particular vocation of the married or single life or the 
vowed or ordained ways of life? How do | feel about inviting 
others to respond to their baptismal call by considering all the 
vocations that are available to them? 


As a person uniquely bonded to another in the sacrament of 
marriage, how have I shown my commitment to my spouse and 
family? How can | improve the quality of these relationships 
through communication, the time I spend with them, or the 
depth of my understanding of their needs and concerns? 


As a single Christian living in our contemporary society, how 
do I share myself with others? How do | allow Gospel values to 
shape my life? How do | appreciate and celebrate my single- 
ness when much of society does not seem to value it fully? 


As an individual living the vowed or ordained ways of life, 
how clearly do my life and ministry reflect the presence of 
Jesus to those I serve and with whom I minister? What in the 
witness of my life would inspire anyone else to consider my 
particular vocation as a possible way to live? As a priest, dea- 
con, or religious, how can | grow today in my commitment to 
loving God and others? 


During the season of Lent, I will be dedicating my column to 
the topic of vocations. Please pray with me that each of us 
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respond anew to our baptismal call to holiness. Pray that we give 
faithful witness to the Gospel and the Church's mission as single 
or married persons, as sisters, brothers, priests, and deacons. 


And, I would ask you to pray in particular for vocations to the 
vowed and ordained ways of life — that those who serve you in 
these vocations will be renewed and that those who are being 
called to these ways of life will find the courage and encourage- 
ment they need in order to respond. 


| pray that this Lenten season will be a time of grace-filled 
growth for all of us. May the Spirit of the living God lead us 


through this Lent to a lifetime of ongoing renewal in Christ. 


FEBRUARY 28, 1992 
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We wait for the promise of 


God to be fulfilled 


Me weeks of December seem to 
move along so fast. One of the parcel package services had a 
slogan a few years ago which read, “We whish you a Merry 
Christmas.” How apt! 


Sometimes the preparation for the Christ event can be little 
more than a “whish.” We can spend so much time with the 
“immediate” that we have little time to reflect upon what is 
most important. Instead of a season of “watching and waiting,” 
Advent can easily become a season of “rushing and whishing.” 


For what, then, do we wait? Essentially, we wait for the same 
experience as Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, 
Simeon and Anna. 


We wait for the promise of God to be fulfilled. And we watch 
for the presence of God among us. 
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The Christian life is an expectant life. 
It is lived in anticipation that the 
promises of God will be fulfilled. No 
matter what our situation may be today, 
no matter how dark or depressing the 
weather, no matter how stressful our 
situation may be, we believe that God 


will fulfill all that He has promised us. 


Our emphasis in Advent is on the two comings of Jesus Christ. 


The first is the coming of the Christ Child to the world almost 
2,000 years ago. 


The second is that coming of Christ at the end of time. He 
will come, as the Scriptures say, “on clouds of glory.” 


It is intended to be. Clouds are a biblical symbol of mystery 
and the presence of God. 
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“He is coming with the clouds,” says Revelation (1:7). “Lo, | 
am coming to you in a thick cloud,” God said to Moses on 
Mount Sinai. A cloud shrouded the Ark of the Covenant, a place 
where the presence of God dwelt (Leviticus 16:2). A cloud of 
glory filled the temple of Solomon at its dedication (1 Kings 8: 
10-11). 


When the New Testament says that Jesus “is coming with the 
clouds,” it presents a powerful image of mystery and divinity. 


A very important message of Advent is this: the Christian life 
is an expectant life. 


All of creation groans, waiting to see what God is going to do 
next. The people of Israel waited expectantly for the Messiah. 
Since Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, we have been waiting expec- 
tantly for His return in glory. 


The Christian life is an expectant life. It is lived in anticipa- 
tion that the promises of God will be fulfilled. No matter what 
our situation may be today, no matter how dark or depressing 
the weather, no matter how stressful our situation may be, we 
believe that God will fulfill all that He has promised us. 


During World War II, a prisoner had been listening secretly to 
the radio. He heard that troops from his side were on their way 
to sure victory. Throwing reserve and restraint aside, the soldier 
ran into the barracks and began shouting, “They are coming!” 


The response from the other prisoners was instant and 
incredible. They jumped for joy and wept without embarrass- 
ment. Their captors, not yet having heard the news, thought 
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that they were crazy. 


The jubilant soldiers were still prisoners within the formerly 
intimidating walls. But inwardly they knew that everything had 
changed. Final victory was yet to be accomplished, but still 
they lived in the joy that it was near. 


We live in a God-filled world. Even though the final victory 
has yet to be won, we can live in anticipation and assurance. 


So, Advent is here. Let the watch begin. Let us live expectant- 
ly, believing that God fulfills His promises. He does not forsake 
his own. The kingdom has been established in Jesus Christ, and 
one day, with clouds of glory, He will come in victory. 


DECEMBER 8, 1989 
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Parental advice is critical in 
making life path choices 


6c 
| am writing to you because | 
think my son may have a vocation to the priesthood. He is a 
senior in high school. Unfortunately, | am not sure what to do 
to help him.” 


This is how a letter I recently received began. As you may 
have guessed, it came from a mother who is genuinely con- 
cerned with her son’s future. 


She told me that her son “has been questioning a call to the 
priesthood for sometime.” While his consideration of this partic- 
ular vocation was not constantly on his mind, the idea kept aris- 
ing at significant moments throughout his life. 


Now with the approach of graduation, the time for applying 
to college at hand, and the concern over choosing a career, the 
whole question of vocation — and specifically a vocation to 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER FIFTY-ONE 


Engaging young people in conversation 
about their lives, especially about their 
choice of a vocation, the way they will 
live out their commitment to Christ, 
does not have to be “preachy” or 


pressure-filled. It simply has to be 


honest and from the heart. 


the priesthood — was dominating his thoughts. 


As a mother she felt reluctant to encourage her son for fear 
of “putting pressure on him.” She, like most parents, simply 
wants her son to make a choice that will lead to a happy and 
meaningful life. 


If his choice is priesthood, then she would support him. Even 
more so, she would be happy for him because she sees “being a 
priest or religious as a way of making a real difference in our 
world.” Yet, there was that heartfelt concern about what she 
should do. | 
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What is my advice? Simple: Talk to him! Let him know how 
you feel and listen to what he has to say. 


Several years ago, Dolores Curran, a well-known Catholic 
columnist and a popular lecturer on family topics, addressed a 
conference of bishops, vocation directors, and seminary rec- 
tors. She noted the importance of parents communicating with 
their children, especially concerning their future lives. 


From her experience, she saw many adults as avoiding offer- 
ing advice or even engaging young people in serious conversa- 
tion about their life choices. Mrs. Curran believed this silence 
about the future may reflect a fear among adults. Silence, after 
all, appears safer than conversation. If we are silent, as parents 
or even as a Church community, a family of faith, when it 
comes to offering advice, insight, or guidance, then at least we 
will not have to assume responsibility for any disappointments 
our children may encounter later in life. 


Unfortunately, such silence is an abdication of one of the 
most important responsibilities parents and the faith communi- 
ty have, that of guiding our children into the future. 


Engaging young people in conversation about their lives, 
especially about their choice of a vocation, the way they will 
live out their commitment to Christ, does not have to be 
“preachy” or pressure-filled. It simply has to be honest and from 
the heart. I believe parents not only need to share their hopes, 
dreams, fears and doubts about their children’s future, but they 
must really want to. And deep down, | think we, as adults, know 
our children do desire such conversations because it shows 
that we take them seriously and respect who they are. 
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Taking these kinds of risks is what Lent is all about: God 
calling us to open our hearts in new and profound ways to 
one another. 


Often, what creates a “graced conversation” is not what is 
said, but how it is said and how it is heard. If our words are 
offered and received with love, honesty and respect, then 
they have the great potential for being vehicles of the Spirit. 
And, if the Spirit moves through the words of our hearts, then 
who knows what new life, what new vision of the future, may 
be born. 


So why not take the risk of conversation this Lent? Ask a 
young person about his or her future. Don't just talk about what 
they will do or want to do. Ask them how they will live! (There 
is a difference, you know.) 


Engage your children, grandchildren, relatives, friends, youth 
group, students, or young parishioners in a discussion about 
their vocation, about how they will commit their lives to Christ 
both now and in the future. Ask them how they will use their 
gifts, talents, time, and resources for others. Ask them to reflect 
on how they can love and serve as a single person, a married 
person, a sister, brother, priest, or deacon. 


Even though they may be reluctant to talk at first, ask them, 
and be prepared to listen and to share the thoughts of your own 


heart. After all, that’s what it means to risk conversation. 


MARCH 13, 1992 
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The power of the cross is 


God’s love 


arene was a jewelry store that 
carried this advertisement, “Crosses on sale — half price.” I sus- 
pect that many of us would love to have a Savior who only 
demanded a “lite” cross — everything we would want in a 
Messiah, but less, like us. 


The most horrible scene in human history was the nailing of 
the Son of God to a cross. In the book of Genesis, we read of 
Adam’s sin and his desire to be like God. That was Adam’s sin 
and ours as well. Our sins must be extremely terrible for Christ 
to die for us. 


If you examine the word “sin,” you will notice that the middle 
letter is “I.” If you take the word “pride,” which the early fathers 
of the church listed at the head of the seven deadly sins, you 
will once again notice that the middle letter is “I.” Basically, “sin” 
is “the big I.” 
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It is hard for me to begin to comprehend 


how large God’s heart really is, but I do 


$ 


know that it is in the shape of a cross. 


According to St. Paul, in the letter to the Romans, sin occurs 
when we begin to worship the creature rather than the Creator. 
It is when we want to decide what is right or wrong and forget 
God's law, replacing it with our own. 


The cross reminds us how much we have done to put 
Christ there. It also reminds us of the extent of God's love. 
“God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, that who- 
ever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life” 
(John 3:16). 


If you want a picture of what the heart of God looks like, then 
look no further than the cross. 


One of the early church fathers, Ireneaus, said that it was by a 
tree that Adam sinned, and it was also on a tree that Jesus died 
to save us from our sins and bring us forgiveness. One tree rep- 
resents our rebellion. The other tree represents our redemption. 


In Stroudsburg, Pa., there is a tomb for an unknown Union © 


soldier who died fighting in the Civil War. When President 
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Lincoln heard of it, he had the tombstone inscribed, ‘Abraham 
Lincoln's substitute: he died that I might live.” 


The cross represents our substitute. Jesus died for us that we 
might live. 


It is hard for me to begin to comprehend how large God's 
heart really is, but | do know that it is in the shape of a cross. 


Let me make one thing very clear: God does not love us 
because Jesus died for us; Christ died for us because He loves 
us. The cross reveals the heart of God's love. 


The cross is a reminder that there is a power beyond all the 
power in the world. There is no power on earth that has ever 
equalled that of the cross. In the cross, we know how far 
humanity will go with sin. However, on the cross we see how far 
God will go in his love for us. 


MARCH 30, 1990 
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that you love one another. 


17 
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JOHN 15 
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Lent: A time for us to 
examine our lives 


66 
| confess to almighty God, and 
to you my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned through my 
own fault in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done, 
and in what | have failed to do.” 


The words of the “Confiteor” are old. They are classic. The 
sentences stay sharp. They cut through layers of self-deception 
and false security. They probe the places where we hurt and 
where we have hurt others. 


“I have sinned through my own fault in what I have done and 
in what | have failed to do.” 


These words are timeless. The day has not dawned to which 
they do not speak. They are appropriate to every age, every 
occasion, every person. 
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To confess our sins is not groveling in 
the dust. Rather, we take the 
responsibility of speaking for ourselves, 
refusing all those self-deceptive comforts 
that suggest we really aren’t responsible 
for what we do. We strip away the cozy 
illusion that we are only passive 
victims. Standing before God Who is 
truth we come to know the difference 
between saying, “Mistakes were made” 


and “I made mistakes.” 


People sometimes protest that Christianity teaches guilt and 
nurses inferiority feelings by precisely such exercises as prayers 
of repentance and Lenten penances. Christians take advantage 
of the worst in human life, they say, and tame people into sub- 
mission by creating a sense of guilt and sin that only the Church 
can cure. ; 


244 


ESSAYS ON THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR 


These accusations are pointed and certainly ours would be 
the sickest sort of religion if all we were doing was merely look- 
ing at ourselves and deciding that we were a pretty sorry lot. 
Ash Wednesday ushered us into Lent, a season of repentance 
and repair and restoration, as we prepare to make or renew our 
baptismal promises at Easter. But Lent does not summon us 
simply to examine our lives. Rather Lent calls upon us to exam- 
ine our lives in the light of God's life and God's hope for us. 


When we come to know God even slightly we know also how 
much in us is unlike God. When we glimpse even for an instant 
what God hopes for us, what can we do but say something like, 
“I have sinned through my own fault in what I have done and in 
what I have failed to do.” 


These words are troubling. This is not the way we usually talk. 
Much more familiar to us are the excuses we make for our- 
selves. “We're only human,” we say, as if brushing lint off the 
sleeve of a suit. “I do the best I can,” as if smoothing the wrin- 
kles in a skirt. But the words of the “Confiteor” probe beneath 
the surface, reminding us that by no means do we do the best 
we can. 


And as far as being “only human,” well, isn’t that precisely the 
problem? So much of what “we have failed to do” are exactly 
those things that would qualify us for being human. So much of 
what “we have done” is what calls our humanity and human- 
ness into question. 


To confess our sins is not groveling in the dust. Rather, we 


take the responsibility of speaking for ourselves, refusing all 
those self-deceptive comforts that suggest we really aren't 
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responsible for what we do. We strip away the cozy illusion that 
we are only passive victims. Standing before God Who is truth 
we come to know the difference between saying, “Mistakes 
were made” and “I made mistakes.” 


During Lent we come out of hiding to announce, “It was I, 
Lord —I! made mistakes.” No evasions. No fingerpointing. No 
shifting of blame. We speak in the active voice to declare, “I 
have sinned through my own fault in what I have done and in 
what | have failed to do.” 


Why, with St. Paul, do I “beg you not to receive the grace of 
God in vain” this Lent? It is because the Lord himself has said, 
“In an acceptable time I have heard you. On a day of salvation | 
have helped you.” Let us use this season of grace well. Let us 
set things right with the Lord — things we have done and things 
we have failed to do —as we prepare for the great feast of 
Easter. For “now is the acceptable time! Now is the day of salva- 
tion!” (2 Cor. 6: 1-2). 


FEBRUARY 15, 1991 
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Shout the good news of our 
service to God 


aan I had a conversation 
with a priest who told me about an appointment he had that 
really affected him. A woman in her early 20s, whom he knew 
from his previous parish assignment, called and asked if she 
could come to see him. He was a little startled by her request 
since he had not seen or talked to her in almost three years. 


When the day came for their meeting, the young woman told 
this priest that she was in love. She and her boyfriend had 
talked about the possibility of marriage. She herself had 
thought about what life would be like if she were to marry this 
man. Now, she wanted to share her thoughts with this priest 
and to ask him for his insights and advice. 


Without having to ask why she had come to him, the young 
woman told this priest, “I wanted to share this with you because 
I always found you easy to talk to. I really appreciated the things 
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Our diocese is truly blessed by the men 
and women who every day bring good 
news to so many through the witness and 


ministry of their priestly and religious 


lives. 


you told me in the past. Marriage would be a big step for me. I 
am interested in hearing what you have to say about what | told 
you. | trust you.” 


For many of us, this may not seem like a big deal. However, 
this priest was honored and humbled by what he heard. He was 
touched by the fact that this young person would seek him out 
after almost three years to share a very important part of her life 
with him. He was flattered that she valued his insights and 
advice. Her admission that his life and ministry as a priest had 
impacted on her life amazed him. And, he was awed by the 
trust she placed in him. For him, the woman's presence and 
words were a profound affirmation of his vocation as a priest 
and of himself as a person. 


What amazed me was that this priest wanted to share this 
story. Priests do not often tell other priests about the significant 
influence they have on the lives of the people they serve. We 
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have a tendency to keep the good news about our lives to our 
selves for fear of appearing to be boastful or unduly proud. 


Perhaps, we tend toward silence about our accomplishments 
because we are keenly aware that the blessed experiences of 
our ministry today may be overshadowed by the human fail- 
ures of our tomorrows. Or, maybe we are fearful, like most other 
people, that the little things that have such a profound effect 
upon our lives — like a young woman's presence and words — 
will be meaningless to another if we attempt to share what it 
meant to us. 


Lent is a time for looking at the reality of our lives. It is a 
time for examining the whole truth of who we are, not just 
the painful realities of sin and failure and our need for ongo- 
ing conversion. 


Part of the whole truth is the good news about ourselves: 
the good news about who we are as persons, the good news 
about our vocations well lived, the good news about the posi- 
tive impact we have on the lives of those around us. All of us, 
single persons, married couples, priests, sisters, brothers, and 
deacons, we all have some good news to announce about 
our lives. 


Unfortunately, we are often afraid to do so — mostly out of a 
false sense of humility. 


Yet, how can we be truly humble unless we are willing to 


admit the whole truth about our lives? Humility, after all, is a 
willingness to live out the whole truth of our lives in Christ. 
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There are many priests, deacons, and religious who minister 
to the people of our diocese. Much of the good news about 
their lives remains hidden — silenced for a variety of reasons. 


Yet, when one of them fails — and sometimes it may be a 
tragic failure that causes all of us some pain — the media has 
no problem announcing the bad news. And we gobble it up, 
allowing the failures of a few to overshadow the graced accom- 
plishments of the many. 


Well, it is time for the whole truth. If we do not acknowledge 
it, no one else will. Our failures as individuals and as a Church 
community are real, but they are not as numerous or significant 
as the positive influence we have had on the world. 


From my perspective, the vowed and ordained ways of life 
are wonderful ways of committing oneself to the service of 
God and others. We have made a real difference in the lives 
of our people. 


Ours is a joyful and meaningful existence whose personal 
benefits far outweigh the often heavy demands and responsibil- 
ities which are a part of our lives of service. Our diocese is truly 
blessed by the men and women who every day bring good 
news to so many through the witness and ministry of their 
priestly and religious lives. 


At the beginning of the Lenten season, when the ashes of 
that memorable Wednesday were placed on our foreheads, 
many of us heard the words, “Turn from sin and believe the 
good news.” We try our best to live out the first part of that call. 
How well are we practicing the second part this Lent? 
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“ ..believe the good news!" 

If we truly believe that our lives and the lives of those around 
us are good news, then we need to announce it as well. We can 
settle for nothing less than the whole truth. So, take courage 


and proclaim the good news! 


MARCH 27, 1992 


251 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER FIFTY-FOUR 


“) 
= 
oO 
a 
ic8) 
OD 
= 
* 
ee: 
i 
a 
E 
_—) 
= 


E: 


be complete. 


your joy may 


11 


. 
. 


JOHN 15 


252 


ESSAYS ON THE SEASONS 
OF THE YEAR 


VOLUME ONE ¢ NUMBER FIFTY-FIVE 


Even on our worst days, 
Jesus will find us 


li is impossible to describe com- 
pletely the greatness and joy of Easter for Christians. This is the 
day when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and rose in tri- 
umph from the grave. He did this, not just for Himself, but for 
us, too. He wants us to share in His great victory over sin and 
death. This is the heart of the Good News. 


The “alleluias” sound so good to us at Eastertime because we 
know that God is faithful and we have something to 
celebrate — not life simply, but the new life that only comes 
from God and that is ours, beginning with our baptism and last- 
ing forever. 


But, let’s be realistic. | suspect that there may be some 
among us who, to tell the truth, may be feeling more like 
Mary Magdalene at the beginning of the Easter Gospel, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where . 
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they have laid Him.” 


Or, if not on this Easter, 1 am sure that many of us do have 
“those days” when the light seems to have gone out of life, 
when faith is a thing wished for and not a hope realized, when 
all this talk about the Gospel sounds like good news for some- 
body else, but not for me. 


“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid Him.” “I'd like to believe, but it just isn’t in me 
today.” “I’m reaching out my hand, but nobody’s taking hold.” It 
is just possible, like Mary Magdalene, we might give way to 
panic when we confront the feeling that the Lord seems to be 
missing from our lives. 


“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb!” Her report was 
based, of course, on conjecture, not on evidence. She knew the 
body of Jesus had been laid in the tomb and a great stone had 
been rolled in front of the entrance. Now the stone had been 
rolled back and the grave was empty. 


What could have happened? What enemy could have done 
this? What has stolen the faith that I thought I had? What enemy 
named sickness or age or loneliness or whatever has stolen my 
faith from me? 


One thing, at least, is clear. Mary was not expecting the resur- 
rection to happen. She had come to pay her respects to the 
dead, not to seek the living. 


Mary Magdalene discovered the empty tomb. Peter and John 
investigated it. On being told the news, they both ran to see for 
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themselves. John arrived first, but did not immediately enter. 
He simply stooped and looked in. In the dim light, he saw 
something: the grave clothes. The sight made him stop and 
think about what Mary had reported, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb.” But if that were true, why were the grave 
clothes still there? 


Then Peter arrives. Hasty and impulsive as ever, he at once 
enters the tomb. What does he see? Not only are the grave 
clothes there, as John had seen, but they are folded up in exact- 
ly the same place as they had been when they shrouded the 
body of Jesus. This is what Peter saw. And this is what John also 
saw as he followed Peter into the tomb. 


John not only saw, he also understood. The grave clothes 
indicated to him that Jesus was alive — He had risen. This is 
what John perceived and believed. 


We may have moments of thinking that we do not know 
where the Lord is. But the good news is that the Lord always 
knows where we are. He seeks out His own, just as He sought 
out Mary in the garden so long ago. As with her, He will call us 
by name, even when we fail to see Him for who He is. And we 
can even find ourselves responding in love and in wonder, “I 
have seen the Lord, Alleluia!” 


APRLE TS) 21900 
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love one another 


as I have loved you. 


JOHN 15:12 
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Cleansing our hearts to the 
love of Jesus 


As we approach Holy Week, | 
confess that the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday 
holds special meaning for me. While all the liturgical celebra- 
tions of this week have great significance for the faith communi- 
ty, Thursday’s gathering around the table of the Lord speaks to 
me in a unique way. 


The liturgy of Holy Thursday reminds me — and all of us — 
that our life as Church is most fully recognized and celebrated 
in the breaking of the bread and the outpouring of the cup. It 
calls me — and all of us — to reflect upon the role of priestly 
ministry within the community. And, it invites me — and all of 
us — to take seriously the gospel mandate of service. 


It is this last point that really strikes a chord in me each year. 
The call to serve is dramatically proclaimed in the scripture 
readings of this day and in the washing of feet, an action of 
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And that is the catch: the Church 


community is not made up of a bunch of 


independent individuals doing their own 
thing, not even if that “thing” is 
service. We are a community of believers 
who are called to live in radical 
interdependence. The Body of Christ, 
the Church community, is not whole 


unless we recognize and live our call to 


rely upon one another. 


Jesus recorded by John the Evangelist to remind the communi- 
ty of believers what it means to live the Eucharist we celebrate. 


Each year, with water jar and towel in hand, the reality of 
what it means to serve as Jesus did becomes a little more 
embedded within me, especially as I recall all of the joyful and 
painful experiences of ministering as a priest and bishop within 
our diocesan community and the Church as a whole. To serve 
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as Jesus served, to die to self as Jesus died, to live as Jesus lived, 
to love as Jesus loved — it is all summed up in this one action: 
the washing of a few feet. 


This may come as a surprise, but I probably do not spend as 
much time reflecting upon what it means to be a “foot washer” 
as | do on what it means to be a “washee.” It is not always easy 
to get people to participate in the foot washing of Holy 
Thursday's liturgy. 


In most parishes, those responsible for preparing for this cele- 
bration often ask individuals who are already involved in the 
activity of the community to have their feet washed: Eucharistic 
ministers, ushers, pastoral ministers, catechists, members of the 
parish council, etc. However, it is not unusual for at least some 
of these servants of the community, these daily “foot washers,” 
to turn down the invitation to have their feet washed. 


Maybe it is because this divergence from the normal flow of 
the Eucharist leaves some feeling a little uneasy. After all, step- 
ping outside of what is familiar and comfortable leaves all of us 
a little unnerved. 


Or, perhaps it is the awkwardness of having to remove shoes 
and stockings in front of a large audience. Nakedness in sacred 
settings, even that which is seemingly small and innocent, 
brings with it the risk of embarrassment. (And, this is only our 
feet. Image how few the “washees” would be if we were inviting 
them to bring their hearts naked before the Lord and their com- 
munity!) 


Or maybe — just maybe — our reluctance to have our feet 
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washed arises from our hearts echoing Peter's objection to 
Jesus, “You shall never wash my feet!” (John 13:8) Peter's state- 
ment, made without arrogance, in complete confidence and 
innocence, is a graphic reminder of how we often see ourselves 
and live our lives — in independent individualism. 


It appears to us to be good and noble —yes, even 
Christian — if we give the whole of ourselves in service. Yet, 
somehow the picture is incomplete if we do not allow our 
feet to be washed by the Lord through the hands of our broth- 
ers and sisters. 


Even Jesus, the One who proclaimed, “I have not come to be 
served...” (Mark 10:45), allowed His feet to be washed — with 
a woman's tears, no less. 


And that is the catch: the Church community is not made up 
of a bunch of independent individuals doing their own thing, 
not even if that “thing” is service. We are a community of believ- 
ers who are called to live in radical interdependence. The Body 
of Christ, the Church community, is not whole unless we recog- 
nize and live our call to rely upon one another, to serve and to 
humbly accept service, to acknowledge our need for one 
another's help, care, and concern. 


During this season of Lent, I have asked you to reflect upon 
and pray for vocations, our common vocation to live gospel 
holiness and our particular vocations lived out in the single, 
married, vowed, and ordained ways of life. The Lord mandates 
that each of us wash feet. And by his own example, Jesus 
reminds us that we need each other if we are to share fully in 
His life (John 13:8). 
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As a community living the Paschal mystery, we are to support, 
encourage, and assist one another as we grow in our under- 
standing of and commitment to the particular vocations 
through which we respond to the Lord’s presence in our own 
lives and the life of the Church. 


Entering into Holy Week and the Easter season invites us to 
even deeper reflection on the meaning of vocation. Where 
would I be, as an integral part of the Church, without the ser- 
vice of ordained priests and deacons, without the witness of 
vowed religious, without the love exemplified in marriage, with- 
out the single-heartedness of single persons? How am | 
responding to Christ's mandate to wash the feet of those living 
these vocations? What am | doing to encourage and promote 
vocations to the vowed and ordained ways of life? What am I 
doing to support those who are married or single? How am | 
allowing myself to be positively affected by the life, witness, 
and ministry of those in these vocations? 


For as important as Jesus’ mandate of service is, it is often 
more difficult for us to admit that we need one another if we 
are to be Church. If we really need one another, then what are 


we doing about it? 


APRIL Gyo 92 
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Chrism symbolizes strength 
of service 


O, Tuesday evening, April 14th, 
many people from the various parts of our diocese gathered in 
Saint John’s Cathedral for the celebration of the Chrism Mass. 
During this liturgy, the Oil of the Sick and the Oil of the 
Catechumens were blessed, Chrism was consecrated, and the 
priests renewed their commitment to priestly service. 


In this column, I would like to share with the entire diocese 
the homily I delivered that evening. 


My brothers and sisters in Christ, what a joy, what a privilege 
and an awesome calling we remember tonight. 


Tonight John, the seer of Revelation, reminds us that all of us 
who have gone down into the watery grave of baptism — 
ordained and faithful alike — share in a royal priesthood won 
by the precious blood of Jesus. 
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Anoint your sisters and brothers as 
kings, to be like Jesus Who governs our 


hearts with tender mercy, Who holds 


sway over us by boundless love. 


Isaiah of Jerusalem, in concise language, makes clear what 
our mission as sharers in the priesthood of Jesus Christ is. It is 
the mission of the servants of God in any age — concern for 
the poor. 


Mark, the zealous pastor and evangelist, details the great 
inaugural address of the Anointed Christ, the model of our com- 
mon priesthood. 


This is indeed a great feast we celebrate tonight! It is Christ 
the Anointed One of God who gathers us here as a royal nation 
of priests to give joyful thanks and praise, to bless and conse- 
crate oil. We bless the Oil of the Sick, a soothing ointment. 


When we do so we need to be mindful indeed of the full import 
of what we do. 


My brother priests and all you who assist them, use this oil as 
the God of all consolation would have you use it. Use it to heal, 
to raise up and forgive. Pour it out to bring comfort to the suffer- 
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ing and lonely, the homebound longing for freedom of spirit 
despite wrenching physical captivity. Exhaust it to bring com- 
fort and strength to those countless sunken-eyed and devastat- 
ed sisters and brothers of ours who are caught in the 
intractable grip of incurable diseases. 


Let it flow to bring solace and remedy for those lying behind 
pulled curtains waiting for God. Spread it to bring peace and 
power to the limp, wheelchairconfined persons with paralysis 
and other handicaps, those who sometimes live life in quiet 
desperation. Use it to heal. 


And you who are seriously ill and are the beneficiaries of 
such a rich gift, hold fast to this truth: you are a great sign to us 
who are healthy, who spend our time running around, anxious 
about many things, worried about all sorts of things that may 
never happen, acting as though we were utterly indispensable. 


You help us to put our hustle and bustle into sharp focus and 
perspective. In you we see the suffering Christ who is our sure 
hope. You are anointed to heal us, rubbed with this balm to 
bring hope to our sinsick lives. 


What a gift is this Oil of the Sick, what a lavish gift! And it 
would be enough, but we bless the Oil of Catechumens as well. 
As we do, we need to be heedful of its reality. 


My brother priests and all you who assist them, use this oil as 
the Protector of all who believe would use it. Massage it onto 
the forehead and into the hands of people of every race, lan- 
guage and way of life, who yearn to be set free from that glam- 
orous web of evil we call sin. 
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Massage it into and onto those whose troubled minds pine 
for the truth in this world of fragile dreams and broken promis- 
es. Massage it in so that the message of freedom and life might 
be understood and lived in the strength of the Holy Spirit. 
Massage it in. Massage it in well. 


And you who are catechumens and anointed with this fortify- 
ing oil, hold fast to this truth: you are a great sign to us who 
pour out our lives in proclaiming the good news of salvation, to 
us who spend our vigor in evangelization. In you we see proof- 
positive that God's word sustains the weary and does not return 
void to its creator and source. 


What a gift you catechumens are. What a gift is this Oil of 
Catechumens. And this oil too would be enough, but there is 
yet one more oil we bless and consecrate — sacred Chrism, 
that oil of life and joy of which the prophet David sang. Again, 
we need to bear in mind and heart the power of this symbol. 


My brother bishops and priests and deacons, use this sacred 
Chrism as God, the source of all holiness, would have you use 
it. Anoint your sisters and brothers to be like Christ the High 
Priest, who was broken and poured out for the life of the world. 


Anoint your sisters and brothers as kings, to be like Jesus 
Who governs our hearts with tender mercy, Who holds sway 
over us by boundless love and incorruptible justice. 


Anoint your sisters and brothers as prophets, to be like 
Isaiah; to be like the other intrepid and unnamed prophets — 
women and men of both Testaments — to be like Jesus Who 
called for glad tidings and healing, liberation and release, com- 
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fort and vindication. 


Anoint your sisters and brothers as martyrs, to be like Jesus, 
the Victim and Victor, Who witnessed to the wondrous Reign of 
God, and Who laid down His life willingly for His friends. 


And you my brothers and sisters, all you who have been initi- 
ated and chrismated as priests, kings, prophets and martyrs, be 
exactly and fearlessly who you are anointed to be. Exercise 
your ministry. 


And this too: exercise your priestly office of prayer. On bend- 
ed knee, in private or in public — pray! Pray for refugees, for 
the homeless, for all those who have no place to lay their head. 
Pray for those unable to eat at this common table or any other 
table. Pray for those fractured by violence and war. Pray for the 
young deluged by drugs and despair. Please pray. 


Exercise your priesthood not by force or manipulation, but 
with regal love, for you are rulers and sovereigns. Exercise your 
priesthood and, in doing so, alter and raise the consciousness 
of those around you. Change their fatalistic attitudes to an atti- 
tude of gratitude, for you are prophets. 


MAY 8, 1992 
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Resurrection renews hope in 
family life 


Cs we imagine ourselves to be 
members of the tiny Church of Jerusalem who found them- 
selves on Good Friday without their Lord? Imagine how they 
might have felt through Saturday — confused, unsure of what 
would happen next. Yet moved by the faith that Jesus had 
instilled, they took the initiative to return to the tomb and per- 
form a basic act of charity. They went to anoint the body of 
Jesus. Their only worry seemed to be how the heavy stone 
would be removed from the entrance to the tomb. 


No one expected what they encountered. To their surprise 
they found that Jesus was risen from the dead. They had heard 
Him speak of this. Many would have witnessed the raising of 
Lazarus and heard Jesus proclaim that He was the resurrection 
and the life. Now they were to announce that Jesus is risen 
from the grave and that He truly is the Son of God. 
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Our concerns are those of war and 
lasting world peace, issues of racial and 
social justice, the dream of the 
universal reconciliation among all the 
peoples of the world. Society presents us 
with the challenges of poverty, bigotry, 


violence, environmental irresponsibility, 


illiteracy, alienation and despair. 


The entire episode of events on that Easter Sunday was for 
them an invitation to believe His entire message. This paschal 
mystery, simply put, is that if you are willing to undergo a total 
personal transformation in baptism, you will rise as a new per- 
son with a new life. 


Today we are heirs of this great faith. Our Church in the mod- 
ern world faces challenges just as these early believers did. Our 
concerns are those of war and lasting world peace, issues of 
racial and social justice, the dream of the universal reconcilia- 
tion among all the peoples of the world. Society presents us 
with the challenges of poverty, bigotry, violence, environmental 
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irresponsibility, illiteracy alienation and despair. 


Our Church faces the challenges of evangelization, catech- 
esis and personal and parish renewal. We are committed to a 
respect for all human life, an end to abortion, a pledge to care 
for human beings in all dimensions of their needs. Where can 
we turn to find the strength and inspiration to meet these and 
other challenges? 


So many people are trying to meet these numerous calls to 
involvement with a sincere desire to bring about improvement. 
These are noble efforts and they must be continued and sup- 
ported. Yet through all of this we must not overlook the one fun- 
damental institution of our society which has the capacity to 
bring this dream to realization: the family. 


Could we not also direct our energies to rebuild our marriage 
and family values, to generate a deeper sense of the intimacy of 
this small community, to inspire family members to a greater 
sense of charity and justice which could bring about the cumu- 
lative international peace we all desire? 


In one of the Easter readings, St. Paul tells us that we 
should “purge out the old leaven, to make room for the new” 
(1 Cor. 5:7). Our task is to study the family to discover the ele- 
ments which threaten its existence. Certainly there are many 
social forces at work which weaken the basic fabric of mar- 
riage and family life. As we proceed with this task, we are 
likely to find an interior strength in our families which, if 
nourished, can enable the family to be the most enduring 
institution in our Church and civil society. If we can strength- 
en the family, the family can strengthen the ties that bond the 


271 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER FIFTY-EIGHT 


world community in justice and in peace. 


Why did that tiny band of early disciples risk their lives to 
spread the work of Jesus to the rest of the world? Inspired by 
faith, they believed they had something worthwhile to hear. 
Our challenge this Easter is to act, inspired by a similar faith 
and confidence. Our Church has something meaningful to say 
to our world: we have a Savior who delivers us from sin and 
death and division, and He lives! 


Easter people are those who walk by the light of faith and 
have discovered that the glamour of evil is only a superficial 
attraction. Easter people refuse to be mastered by sin because 
they have experienced the liberating power of Jesus Christ and 
the Good News of His peace. 


May the power of His resurrection raise our hearts and our 
spirits, and renew the family of humankind everywhere. 


MARCH 29, 1991 
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Feast of Sacred Heart: Jesus 
as truly God; Jesus as truly 
man 


J une 22 is the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. This feast causes us, once again, to examine 
Jesus’ question to His disciples, “Who do you say that | am?’ 


It takes two statements to adequately answer Him, “You are 
truly God. And you are truly man.” 


Soren Kierkegaard once said that the real stumbling block to 
Christianity is the humanity of Jesus. It would be much easier to 
believe in Jesus if He were just God. But to believe in Him as 
man as well can be difficult for people to accept. 


Have you ever noticed that when a theologian speaks only of 
the divinity of Christ and does not refer to His humanity there is 
never much of a stir on the part of the audience? But let that 
same theologian speak only of the humanity of Christ and not 
refer to His divinity and you have a real upset group of listeners. 
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It is true that Jesus is God. But He is also man. Jesus is one 
person with two natures: one is divine and the other is human. 
The Gospel says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
This statement distinguishes Christianity from other religions: 
we begin with the affirmation that God becomes man, that the 
Word is made flesh, that the Son of God is human like us. 


Devotion to the Sacred Heart emphasizes the humanity of 
Jesus Christ. As human beings we often face “the dark valley” of 
home, school, office or phone. Gossiping neighbors, a difficult 
boss, a distant spouse or unfeeling relatives can make their 
presence felt. Who will help us? Who will protect us? The 
psalmist says that it is the Lord Who refreshes the soul and fills 
our hearts with all that we need. The depth of God's love is fully 
revealed in sending the Son to become “one of us.” 


Because Jesus possesses a real human nature, He is truly like 
us in all things except sin. He knows what we are going 
through. In our everydayness we dwell in His presence. We turn 
to the Sacred Heart and ask for a share in the human love of 
Jesus to get us through. 


In a Peanuts cartoon, Lucy decides to become a counselor. 
So she turns over an orange crate and puts up a sign, “Helpful 
Advice — Five Cents.” Who comes along but Charlie Brown. 


“Lucy,” Charlie inquires, “what do you do if you don’t fit in? 
What do you do if you don’t seem to know what's going on? 
What do you do if you don’t know what to do?” 


Lucy takes Charlie Brown by the hand to the crest of a high 
hill that overlooks a beautiful city-scape. “Do you see the world 
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out there, Charlie Brown?” she asks. 
“Yes,” he answers. 


‘Are you sure this is the world in which you are going to live 
for the rest of your life?” Lucy asks him. 


“Yes,” Charlie responds. 


“Well, in that case, won't you please live in this world, stop 
your complaining, and give me my nickel.” 


There is a lot more than five cents worth of advice in that 
statement. If Jesus is to be Savior to us and not Superstar, then 
we must realize He is divine and He is human. The more fully 
we live the graced life, the more completely we accept our 
humanity, then the more accurately we can answer that all- 
important question Jesus addressed to Peter, “And you, who do 
you say that I am?” 


JUNE 22, 1990 
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for a slave does not know what his 
master is about. 
Instead, I call you friends, 
since I have made known to you all 
that I heard from my Father. 


JOHN 15:15 
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What is the meaning of 
Lenten penance? 


"Vace is a painting which places 
Jesus in a contemporary setting. He is seated on a park bench 
with the New York City skyline in the background. Children are 
playing all around Him. 


But the focal point of the picture is Jesus. He is holding a 
small girl on His lap. She is troubled as she examines His hands. 
She opens her mouth for a question. Her question is the title of 
the painting, “What happened to your hands?” 


I would like to pose for you another question. The season of 
Lent has once again come around on the Church's calendar. 
What has happened to it? What is the meaning of Lenten 
penance for today’s Catholic? 


Casual observance and conversation indicate that Lent no 
longer means what it used to mean for many people. The for- 
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Beyond any doubt, the call to do 
penance occupies a central place in the 
Gospel of Jesus. Mark summarizes the 


teaching of Christ on this matter with 


the familiar words, “This is the time of 
| fulfillment. The reign of God is at hand. 


Do penance and believe in the Gospel.” 


mer strict rules on fast and abstinence have been greatly modi- 

fied and are largely left to one’s own discretion. Many even 
! seem to have abandoned the traditional Lenten practices of 
“prayer, fasting and almsgiving.” 


What has happened to the meaning of Lent? Is there still a 
place for the reality of penance in contemporary Catholic life? 


Beyond any doubt, the call to do penance occupies a central 
place in the Gospel of Jesus. Mark summarizes the teaching of 
Christ on this matter with the familiar words, “This is the time of 4 
fulfillment. The reign of God is at hand. Do penance and q 
believe in the Gospel. Repent and be saved” (Mark 1:14). 
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This call to penance, this cry for conversion, this challenge 
for a fundamental change of heart has constantly remained 
one of the most important biblical and Christian themes. 


In the early Church, preaching regularly stressed the need for 
a fundamental conversion and a joyful acceptance of Jesus 
Christ. Penance is a most appropriate way of bringing about this 
death and new life. The very word “mortification” (a synonym 
for penance) tells us so. 


Mortification comes from two Latin words meaning “death- 
bringing.” It is any practice of penance which causes death to 
sin. It is a virtue by which we deprive ourselves of what is lawful 
in the hope that we may later resist what is unlawful. 
Mortification removes obstacles to grace, just as prayer does. In 
fact, prayer and mortification work together. 


There is a story about a man who went to church one Sunday 
while his wife remained at home because she was ill. When he 
returned, she asked him what the homily was about. “It was 
about sin,” he replied. “What did the preacher say about sin?” 
she continued. “Well,” he answered, “he said he was against it!” 


Paradoxically, because some people seem to be “for” sin 
instead of “against” it, penance has important value today. Call 
it conversion, call it penance, call it change of heart, this prac- 
tice presupposes the existence of sin. 


Indifference to sin is nothing else but “a spiritual disease of 
defective nerve endings.” I maintain the difficulty that we can 
experience with Lent and penance can arise from this indiffer- 
ence, this complacency, this lethargy when it comes to the sub- 
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ject of personally turning from sin and believing in the Gospel. 


Lent offers us the time to reflect upon the Gospel ideal. And 
our prayer, fasting and almsgiving help us to do this. Perhaps 
participating in the Mass during the week, or making a Holy 
Hour, or praying the rosary regularly would be a fine practice. 
Fasting for world peace or to understand and help the situation 
of the poor could be good penance. Giving alms can benefit 
those in need as well as the charitable spirit of the giver. 


I ask you to think back to that little girl sitting on Jesus’ lap. 
That day she discovered the scars on His hands. If Jesus Christ, 
our leader, wore scars then surely we, His followers, must be 
marked likewise. We must be prepared to show Him the scars 
we have acquired by our living and dying for Him. For to each 
of us, Jesus will one day ask, “What happened to your hands?” 


MARCH 1, 1991 
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Triumph of the Cross speaks 
of true love 


‘Pree is an old story about sol- 
diers who overran the palace of a king. Looking for things to 
steal, one soldier came up with a leather bag containing the 
precious crown jewels. 


However, the ignorant soldier dumped them on a rubbish 
heap, saving only the leather bag. He ran around the camp 
telling the other men about the marvelous bag he'd found in 
which to carry his lunch. 


How often in life we throw away the jewels and keep only the 
leather bag. 


We can do this even in the realm of religion. We can make 


a lot of the trappings of religion — while we ignore what is 
central. 
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On the feast of the Triumph of the 
Cross, we see that true love seeks not 
its own good but the good of others. True 
love is proven not by works but by 
offering something to the one loved. The 


greatest offering one can give is not 


what one has but one’s very life. 


On September 14, we come to the feast of the Triumph of the 
Cross. But, we may ask, what does the cross signify? What trea- 
sure is to be found there? What makes it so significant? 


The cross is important, first of all, because of what it says 
about sin. 


How can we convey the tragedy of sin to our age? As one 
commentator put it, “We used to hiss the villains. Now we go 
out and buy their books.” Dr. Menninger asked a few years ago, 
“Whatever happened to sin?” You and I know what happened to 
sin. It took up residence in our hearts. 
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Sin is anti-God and anti-human. Sin brings death and destruc- 
tion to body, soul and spirit. Sin is the enemy of every good and 
worthwhile thing in this universe. Sin is such a serious matter 
that it caused the death of God’s own Son. Sin is serious busi- 
ness. 


We kid ourselves when we think that our sins are hidden. 
Even more dangerous is the attitude that our sins are not all that 
important. “Surely,” we rationalize, “God has more important 
things to worry about than our petty vices.” 


Not so, says the cross. We matter to God and, because we 
matter, anything that is unloving matters a great deal. Sin mat- 
ters. And all of us are sinners. 


Secondly, the cross is important because of what it says about 
salvation. The cross says that salvation is a gift of love. There is 
no other reason that God would send His son. There is no other 
motivation that would have caused Christ to humble Himself 
and become obedient unto death. It was for love. 


Let me tell you a story that illustrates that kind of love. 


A teenage girl hated her mother. She thought that her mother 
was very ugly. She was ashamed to be known as her daughter. 
You see, the mother's face had been badly burned at one time 
and was now covered with a mass of scar tissue. 


The girl was so ashamed of her mother’s appearance that she 
would never invite any of her friends to her house. She also hid 
notices of school events—and even lied about them — 
because she did not want her mother to be seen at her school. 
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One day, in an outburst of anger, the girl told her mother that 
she was the most hideous-looking person in the world — and 
that she hated her for it. 


The mother then said to her daughter, “I think that it’s time 
that we had a talk. I’ve never told you this story before but 
when you were a baby, I woke up one night and smelled smoke. 
When I got to the hallway, I saw flames coming from the nursery 
where you were asleep in your crib. I rushed in to get you and 
just as I picked you up, a burning beam fell from the ceiling and 
grazed my face. It landed on the very spot where you had been 
sleeping before I lifted you from your bed.” 


The girl began to weep and she hugged and kissed her moth- 
er. She saw her in a whole new beautiful way. Her mother’s 
scars became glorious marks of love for her. 


On the feast of the Triumph of the Cross, we see that true love 
seeks not its own good but the good of others. True love is 
proven not by works but by offering something to the one 
loved. The greatest offering one can give is not what one has 
but one’s very life. At the cross, every scar tells the story, 
“Greater love than this no one has.” 


SEPTEMBER 14, 1990 
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Link Thanksgiving to the 
Paschal Mystery 


| epeneereeeal the Thanksgiving 
Days from your childhood, you might see pictures on the 
school walls of pilgrims and Indians sharing a feast of turkey, 
corn and pumpkin pie. It may have seemed that you colored 
the very same mimeographed turkeys each year —yet you 
grew in skill, staying in the lines with greater accuracy and 
choosing colors more realistically. 


These memories are happy and warm, each year building 
upon the previous one, providing a blanket of security. There 
the family had enough to eat, enough to wear and a home to 
live in. And everyone was grateful for all of these blessings. 


Thanksgiving has been placed on the official calendar for the 
Church in the United States, and a votive Mass provided for its 
observance. The adoption and Christianizing of secular festivals 
is not new to the Church —and this is another instance. We 
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take a day that is already being kept as a feast and make it an 
occasion for a specifically Christian celebration. This is a very 
happy development. 


The civil observance of Thanksgiving is rooted in the celebra- 
tion of a past event and a present reality. We remember that first 
harvest celebration of the early English settlers with their native 
American neighbors and, in remembering, we give thanks for 
the blessings of the past year. At first glance, this poses no prob- 
lem in connecting Thanksgiving Day and the Eucharist — 
except that the Eucharist never allows us to focus on the past 
alone or even to stop with the present. 


What we celebrate in the Eucharist is the Paschal Mystery of 
Our Lord, an event which embraces all time. What was begun 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ remains to be com- 
pleted in His second coming. Our task then is to connect the 
celebration of Thanksgiving with the Paschal Mystery, without 
eliminating its future orientation. 


One way to do this is to point to the connection between the 
Eucharist and justice. This is not advocating another theme for 
this holiday. Rather, it is simply suggesting that justice is our 
responsibility not only because we are especially blessed, but 
also because it is an essential aspect of the Eucharist that can 
easily be overlooked — even on Thanksgiving Day. 


There is a story about a very lazy lodger at a seaside hotel 
who generally went to bed immediately after dinner. But one 
evening about nine o’clock he came down to the dining room 
and said to the headwaiter, with an enormous yawn, “Excuse 
me, but could I have a glass of water, please?” So he was given a 
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glass of water, and he went upstairs with it. 


Fifteen minutes later, he was back in the dining room and 
said, “I am awfully sorry, but I am afraid that I need another glass 
of water, please.” 


And when he appeared a third time demanding a glass of 
water — which wasn’t a thing he was much in the habit of order- 
ing — the headwaiter asked, “Is there anything the matter, sir?” 


The lodger, with another yawn, said, “Well, you see, my blasted 
room is on fire.” 


Well, in the same way, it would be very odd if we devoted our 
attention solely to turkey and pumpkin pie — as if nothing what- 
ever was going on outside —as if we had forgotten that the 
whole world is threatened with a conflagration. As Jesus’ feeding 
of the 5,000 is linked to the institution of the Eucharist, so our 
dining room tables are linked to the altar, the threshold to God's 
immanence. 


Through Christ, God turned to us, came to us, and became 
one with us so that we might go to Him and become one with 
Him. The altar is the frontier, the border where God comes to us 
and we go to Him in a most special manner, in a Eucharistic way. 


We have much to be thankful for — and much to do because 
of our gratitude. May this be a happy Thanksgiving for us all — 
and one which is memorable and lasting because of the works 
of justice and mercy that it inspires. 


NOVEMBER 22, 1991 
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It w me, 
< 10Se ‘YOU 
to go forth and bear fruit. 
Your fruit must endure, 
so that all you ask the Father in my 
name 
he will give you. 


JOHN 15:16 
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Remember not to forget 
God’s many blessings among 
us 


A little girl was going to a party 
and her mother told her to be good and remember to thank her 
hostess when she was leaving. 


When she got back home, her mother asked if she had 
thanked her hostess. The little girl replied, “No, the girl in front 
of me did and the lady said, ‘Don’t mention it’ — so | didn't.” 


In 1939, a soldier named Robert MacCormack saved the life 
of his commanding officer, Major Harry Parkin, on a battlefield 
in France. Every year, he received a letter of thanks from Parkin. 
“Dear Bob,” Parkin would write, “I want to thank you for another 
year of life which ordinarily I would not have had if it were not 
for you. I am still grateful to you.” 


Throughout the United States next week, we will be keeping 
the feast of Thanksgiving. It is a time for all of us “not to forget to 
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In the midst of the circumstances of our 
pressured lives, we need to be vigilant 
in affirming our faith. God is not just 

part of the world’s scenery. God comes to 

us in the deepest of our being, our 

freedom. God gives us the assurance of a 
divine presence in the sacraments of 
Jesus Christ. But it remains for us to 


reserve a place for God within ourselves 


— and to meet God there regularly. 


remember” to say “thank you” for all that we have received dur- 
ing this year. We need these formal moments to fortify our 
everyday good intentions. 


Much of the time, we live as though we were leaves being 
swept away by the wind. We are snatched this way and that by 
the currents of life around us — its habits, its customs, its fads. 
In the same day, we may have to rush for a bus — and then later 
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sit motionless and lose precious time in a traffic tie-up. 


In the midst of the circumstances of our pressured lives, we 
need to be vigilant in affirming our faith. God is not just part of 
the world’s scenery. God comes to us in the deepest of our 
being, our freedom. God gives us the assurance of a divine pres- 
ence in the sacraments of Jesus Christ. But it remains for us to 
reserve a place for God within ourselves — and to meet God 
there regularly. 


Prayer at mealtime is a privileged occasion for meeting 
with the Lord. In some countries, one of the parents takes the 
loaf of bread and, before slicing it for the family, traces the 
sign of the cross on it with the knife. What nobility and beau- 
ty such gestures have! 


Prayer at mealtime is one of the reference points which can 
punctuate the everyday with reminders of the eternal. But what 
content do we give to this prayer when our eating practices are 
so varied — with everything from large family gatherings on 
days like Thanksgiving to eating alone in a fast-food restaurant 
on other days? 


Eating is, first of all, an act by which we personally receive 
life for our body. It is important, then, to bless God for life — life 
given, received and sustained, thanks for the food set before us. 


But we must also bless God for our life which has been 
delivered from sin and death. This true life, “eternal life,” 
unites us with God and already gives our body its dignity, its 
beauty and its hope. We have been created in the image and 
likeness of God. 
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Secondly, the content of prayer at mealtime should refer to 
our union with all of humankind. In the act of eating, we can, 
by a personal prayer, enter into communion with all of 
humanity. 


Even if we are eating alone — hurriedly, just for nourish- 
ment — we can express our solidarity with others. United 
with Christ, we can enter into the hoped-for communion with 
the whole human race: those who have enough to eat and 
those who are dying of hunger; those I know and love, and 
those I do not know. 


Let mealtime become an act of communion which unites us 
with all those people to whom we have been given and all of 
those who have been given to us. 


So many of us will be spending this Thanksgiving at a dinner 
table with family and friends. Pray together. For that, we must 
take some time. 


There is little more ridiculous than a hasty, spoken prayer 
when words are mumbled for the sake of repeating words. It is 
that kind of prayer which often annoys and becomes meaning- 
less because it is nothing more than a thoughtless routine. 
Allow time for real pause, for real spiritual reflection, for real 
gratitude. 


Let's be sure to turn ourselves to God, and then to each 
other, having a.good look at each face around the table. Pay 
attention to each other and you will pay attention to God. You 
will ask His pardon for yourself and others. You will thank 
Him for bringing you together and allowing you to share the 
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food before you. 


By observing a deliberate moment of prayer at mealtime, we 
express our faith and, at the same time, we help each other to 
live in faith. 


The thankful heart knows the blessings of God, as the words 
of this storyteller show: 


“If one should give me a dish of sand and tell me that there 
were particles of iron in it, | might look for them with my eyes, 
search for them with my clumsy fingers, and be unable to 
detect them. But let me take a magnet and sweep through it, 
and the magnet would draw to itself the almost invisible parti- 
cles of iron by the power of attraction.” 


“The unthankful heart, like my fingers in the sand, discovers 
no mercies. But let the thankful heart sweep through the day, 
and, as the magnet finds iron, so it will find in every hour some 
heavenly blessing — only the iron in God's sand is gold.” 


God honors with a divine presence, a thankful heart. May the 
Lord of heaven and earth find a ready welcome in our hearts 


and at our tables this Thanksgiving Day. 


NOVEMBER 20, 1992 
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May the peace of God be 


with us 


Biases for peace seem to be on 
everyone's lips these days. There is so much anxiety in the air, 
especially with the turmoil in the Middle East. 


During this Advent season, we listen to the prophets of old 
and try to apply their message to our lives. We turn our atten- 
tion to that part of the world where their prophecies were ful- 
filled in the birth of Jesus Christ. 


Not too long ago, a newspaper carried a picture of a priest 
walking through a metal detector in the Holy Land. 


As soldiers looked on, the elderly priest, cane in hand, 
walked solemnly through the security device. 


The caption for the picture read, “In Bethlehem, Christmas is 
marked by tension.” 
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Advent is a time 
to bring your needs, 


your discontent to the 


Prince of Peace. 


The imagination would say that this is perhaps something like 
it was on the first Christmas morning. One is inclined to say that 
some things never change. Christmas — in the Middle East or 
here in the Midwest or in any part of the world, for that matter 
— can still be “marked by tension.” 


During the Advent Season our minds naturally move toward 
the hope of peace on earth and good will towards everyone. 
That was part of the messianic hope that the prophets held on 
to and announced so faithfully. 


We long for peace — peace in our own hearts, peace within 
our homes, peace within our world. We long for the peace of 
God. We long for the God of peace. 


There are plenty of people this Christmas for whom the great- 
est gift they could receive would be peace of mind. There are 
many for whom the glitter of Christmas is a reminder, not of 


296 


ESSAYS ON THE SEASONS OF THE YEAR 


their wealth as children of God, but of their poverty in a materi- 
alistic world. 


A man of some wealth overheard a lady remarking, “Oh, if 
only I had $50 I would be perfectly content.” 


He thought about that for a few moments. Then he walked up 
to her and handed her a $50 bill with his best wishes. 


She was very profuse in her show of gratitude. However, as he 
walked away he heard her mumble under her breath, “Why on 
earth didn’t I say $100?” 


She wasn't as content as she may have thought she would be. 
Deep within, there was a spirit of “unrest” that nothing material 
would satisfy. The woman was looking for personal peace in the 
wrong place—and, not finding it there, was discontent. 
Christmas is a time, for some people, in which that awareness 
of discontent is at its peak. 


As someone has wisely noted, if you and I lost the many 
blessings we enjoy and then had them restored to us, we would 
have a new appreciation for how much we really have. Yet deep 
in our souls, some of us are bothered by discontent. 


This holy season aptly reminds us that it is truly Christ our 
Savior who can bring peace to troubled hearts, troubled fami- 
lies and a troubled world. 


During this Advent, let us take to heart the advice that St. Paul 
gave to the Philippians, “The Lord is near. Dismiss all anxiety 
from your minds. Present your needs to God in every form of 
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prayer and in petitions full of gratitude. Then God's own peace, 
which is beyond all understanding, will stand guard over your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:4-7). 


May the God of peace be with us always. 


DECEMBER 7, 1990 


As the 


so I have loved you. 


Live on in my love. 


JOHN 15:9 


298 


ESSAY SOR PF HE “SEASONS 
SF sett We» tee fis rg | 


VOLUME ONE e NUMBER SIXTY-FIVE 


Christ’s light of hope shines 
bright in us 


be Christians, Christmas re- 
minds us in a special way that hope is to be our companion 
on the journey of faith. At Christmas, hope takes living shape 
and form in a person. Our hope as Christians is incarnated 
and enfleshed in Jesus Christ. 


Christian hope is not mere wishing or optimism about the 
future. It involves the strength to stand in the present. Hope is 
as real as the Christ Child lying in a manger. Hope is as chal- 
lenging as believing that the King of Kings is born poor and 
homeless. 


Jesus, Who is our hope, never calls us into just a private rela- 
tionship. Rather, Jesus, the Son of the Living God, becomes one 
of us to open us up and open us out toward others. Jesus, 
Whose birthday at Bethlehem is the real reason for this holiday 
season, opens us especially to the hurts and hopelessness we 
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Christian hope is not mere wishing or 

optimism about the future. It involves 

the strength to stand in the present. 
Hope is as real as the Christ Child lying 


in d manger. 


so often find in our world. Christmas 1991 certainly has much 
hurt and apparent hopelessness for all too many of our sisters 
and brothers. 


The brutal war in Croatia continues to exact a terrible toll in 
human life. 


This tragedy cries out to the conscience of civilized people 
across the world, especially since so many children are suffering. 


Violence continues in Central America and Haiti. The specter 
of massive famine hovers over large parts of Africa again. 


In our own society we know that economic conditions are 
getting more difficult. More and more families are touched by 
unemployment and insecurity. Concern about the future seems 
to be mounting. Northeast Ohio is experiencing a rising poverty 
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rate. Our hunger centers and shelters are stretched beyond 
their capacities. The cuts in government funding will only wors- 
en the situation. 


Substance abuse and AIDS, with all their attendant problems, 
afflict all too many households and even children. 


As Christians, we are called to see clearly and respond com- 
passionately to the brokenness in our world. We are also chal- 
lenged, though, to be signs of hope, to be lights in the darkness. 
Christmas 1991 has many signs of hope and light. 


We are grateful for the end of the Cold War and the Persian 
Gulf War. We give thanks for the release of the hostages, espe- 
cially for Terry Anderson, a native son. Momentous changes in 
the Soviet Union are still taking place. Ukraine and Lithuania 
are free. Actual cuts have been made in nuclear weapons. 
Serious peace talks appear to be making progress in El 
Salvador, South Africa and in the Middle East. 


There seems to be a growing appreciation of our global inter- 
dependence, as well as the need to take environmental issues 
seriously. More and more Americans are working together to 
address fundamental economic and social problems out of a 
commitment to social justice. 


In Our own community, growing numbers of citizens are 
cooperating to stem the epidemic of drugs and violence, to 
improve health care and human needs delivery systems, and to 
retain and create jobs. 
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In particular, more of us are realizing that we must help 
each other to hear the cry of children, the most innocent and 
vulnerable among us. There are renewed efforts to help us hear 
the cry of the unborn, the cry of children in our own cities and 
towns, as well as the cry of children in Croatia, the Philippines, 
Ethiopia, Iraq, Puerto Rico and Northern Ireland. They are all 
God's children. And they are all our children if we truly believe 
in the Mystical Body of Christ. 


Creating a better world for our children and grandchildren is 
worth the best we have to give. They are worth our struggles to _ 
truly embrace the hope of Christmas and to share that hope 
with our world. 


Our families, our communities and our world desperately 
need us to be credible and authentic signs of hope this 
Christmas. They need us to let Christ's light shine in us and 
through us so that the darkness will not prevail. 


All it takes is one light to overcome the darkness. Perhaps 
that light is you. Jesus is the light of the world and the light of 
our lives. He is the reason we can be people of hope. He is the 
reason we can shine forth clearly and brightly this Christmas. 


May His light penetrate you and permeate you this blessed 
season. May you radiate His hope. 


DECEMBER 20, 1991 
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God has a special Word for 


all of us 


My Christmas message to you is 
that of the first chapter of the Gospel according to John, “In the 
beginning was the Word; the Word was in God's presence, and 
the Word was God.... The Word became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us, and we have seen His glory: the glory of an 
only Son coming from the Father, filled with enduring love” 
(John 1:1, 14). 


God has something to say to you. God has a Word for you. 


Many people fear what God has to say. Many anticipate bad 
news from God rather than good news. Many expect to hear a 
word of judgment because women and men have chosen to 
ignore and tune out what God has to say. 


We have been too tired, we say. We have perhaps even har- 
bored thoughts that God is just a nice legend, a pious piece of 
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God’s Word tells each one of us who we 
really are. God’s Word tells us that we 
are precious and dear, that our 
humanity is worth dying for — even on a 
cross — and that every one of us is 
invested with an immense and 
unfathomable dignity and value. “The 


Word became flesh and made His 


dwelling among us.” 


poetry, or maybe we thought that God is unconcerned with us 
and with our problems. 


But at Christmas we acknowledge that God has a Word for us, 
“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us” 
(John 1: 14). God loves our humanity and has gone to incredi- 
ble lengths to save us, to redeem us, to give us the daily grace 
that we need, if we will but open wide our hearts. 


God has a Word for us, “Of His fullness we have all had a 
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share — love following upon love” (John 1:16). When we listen 
and believe that Word, we can have the power to make all 
things new in Him and see our world in a new light — in His 
light — which can fill our eyes with dreams and visions and 
hopes that we never thought possible. 


The Word-made-flesh is our Messiah Who was bom in 
Bethlehem. Thirty years of His life were lived in ordinary human 
obscurity, in the daily life we all live as members of a family. 


He never stormed the palaces of power. He ran for no politi- 
cal office. He refused riches and did not seek popularity. And, 
like each one of us, He wept, laughed, played, suffered and 
eventually died. 


Jesus experienced the pain of being rejected, and He wept 
over Jerusalem. He lived with ordinary people and chose very 
ordinary ones to be His apostles. His proclamation was uttered 
in simple words and in simple parables of the utmost universal 
appeal. He died a very painful death, very much alone and, to 
mere human appearances, defeated. 


But if the story of Jesus had ended on Calvary, it would 
indeed be of a Man Who Died. But some 2,000 years later, His 
promise that “where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them” still holds, it is actually 
the story of a Man Who Lives. 


God has a Word for you. It is not that we will be given a free 
ticket through life. We will not be preserved from all of life’s 
problems. We will still have to rise each morning to days filled 
with pain, problems and pressures. 
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But God’s Word gives us the power to extract ourselves from 
the quicksand of the many evils and their consequences 
caused by human rejection of goodness. 


God's Word tells each one of us who we really are. God's 
Word tells us that we are precious and dear, that our humanity 
is worth dying for — even on a cross — and that every one of 
us is invested with an immense and unfathomable dignity and 
value. “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among 
us” (John 1:14). 


This is the joy and the good news of Christmas. Therefore, my 
sisters and brothers, I encourage you to receive the Word of 
God. Let the text of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” come alive in your 
heart and move you to approach the crib with reverence and 
gratitude: 

“Savior, we greet Thee 

Born this happy morning. 


Jesus, to Thee be all glory given. 


Word of the Father, 


Now in flesh appearing: 
O come, let us adore Him, 


Christ the Lord.” 
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Playing before the King 


Nistor: to Mammoth Cave in 
Kentucky know that at a certain point in the cave a guide turns 
off the lights — and allows the heaviness of the deep darkness 
to descend upon the visitors. 


Once when this happened, a small child in a tour group 
cried out in fear. 


“Don’t be afraid,” said the child’s older brother. “There's 
someone here who knows how to turn on the lights.” 


This is the world’s hope, isn’t it? “There is Someone here who 
knows how to turn on the lights.” That is why we make this pil- 
grimage every year in our imagination, in our worship, to a 
manger in Bethlehem. There in the midst of the straw, we 
believe, is our help and our hope — and, above all, our peace. 
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This is the world’s hope, isn’t it? 
“There is Someone here who knows how 
to turn on the lights.” That is why we 
make this pilgrimage every year in our 

imagination, in our worship, to a 

manger in Bethlehem. There in the 

midst of the straw, we believe, is our 


help and our hope. 


A number of years ago, on a snowy December night in 
Wales, an actor was hoping to have the night off. Since the win- 
ter storm was fierce, he was quite sure that there would be no 
audience that evening. 


However, much to his dismay, one man entered the theater 
—and so the show had to begin. Even though the audience 
was but one person, the actor made up his mind to perform as 
though it were to a full house. 
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When the show was over, the manager of the theater came to 
the actor's dressing room and told him that the lone man in the 
audience wanted to meet him. Obligingly, the actor went into 
the theater to greet the man. 


When the lone man took off his coat, the actor immediate- 
ly recognized him. It was the King of England. Detained by 
the snowstorm, the King decided to go to the theater in dis- 
guise. Without knowing it beforehand, the actor had played 
for the King. 


Jesus Christ shows us how surprising God is. The Son of God 
was born a Man in Bethlehem. The King of Peace was displayed 
on a bed of straw for the worship of the shepherds. 


I know that some of you may feel alone this Christmas. You 
may wonder if anyone notices what you are going through. 
Please know that our love and our prayers are with you. 


And please remember that, no matter how it may seem, you 
are always playing before Jesus Christ our King. May you feel 


His reassuring presence and peace this Christmas and always. 


DECEMBER 21, 1990 
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